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DP St Maarten leader Sarah Wescott-Williams(2nd from I) confirms her participation in thePourierlll Cabinet. 


Tuesday, November 9, 1999 


Historic Pourier III 
Cabinet takes office 


WILLEMSTAD-Historic. The 
word was used several times to 
describe the Pourier III Cabinet, 
which has the support of 18 of the 
22 seats in Parliament and which 
was sworn in on Monday in 
Curagao. 

H istoric because it is the first 


timethat nine of the eleven politi¬ 
cal partiesofall five islands of the 
N etherlandsA ntilles represented 
in Parliament are taking part in a 
central governmentcoalition. H is¬ 
toric because for thefirst time ever 


both partiesfrom Bonaire, theD P 
and UPB, are part of the same 
cabinet. 

A Iso historic isthefactthat in the 
record time of three weeks, two 

Continued on page 3 



The Pourier III Cabinet on the stairs of the Governor's House at Fort 
Amsterdam in Curagao on Monday. In the front row are, from leftto right, 
Suzanne Camelia-Rdmer, Governor Jaime Saleh and Miguel Pourier. 
Behind them, in the second row, are Maurice Adriaens and Lucille 
G eorge- Wout. In the third row are M aria Bass, R ussell Voges and M arcel 
G umbs. In the fourth row areRutsel M artha, R oySmith and H enryTore. 
In thetoprowareStanleyL amp,Toon Abraham and Secretary DeWindt. 


U.S. 50 CENTS/NAf. l.~/EC$ 1.- 


Interim clean-up 
campaign launched 


PH ILIPSBURG —In a brief cer¬ 
emony i n front of the C ourthouse 
on Monday, Commissioner Roy 
M arlin received a Clean-up Cam¬ 
paign T-shirt from Liesa Euton, 
President of the St. M aarten H os- 
pitality & Trade Association 
(SHTA). 

The presentation of the T-shirt 
marked the official launching of 
the SHTA interim clean-up cam¬ 


paign. "Get the ball rolling, the 
SHTA is ready for it," E uton said 
in her speech. 

"Congratulations, you arealways 
there if G overnment needs help," 
M arlin replied to President Euton 
and Director M arc van de Bilt of 
the SHTA. 

Calling on all St. M aarten busi¬ 
nesses and residents, theCommis- 

Continued on page 6 
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Commissioner Roy Marlin complimenting SHT A President Liesa E uton 
on the launching of the interim clean-up campaign. 


Big drugs bust suspect 
freed on technicality 


PHILIPSBURG —Venezuelan 
Pedro Jose Maduro, one of the 
suspects in the late night 280 kilo 
cocaine buston open sea, Septem¬ 
ber 30, was released from prelimi¬ 
nary detention Friday. 

The court has ruled thatM adura 
wasdetained onehourtoo long in 
a police cell, apparently because 
of a "mix-up" involving the 
Prosecutor's Office and the po¬ 
lice. 

M aduro's release followed byhis 
deportation means that he will 
probably escape having to sit in 
prison for a number of years. AI- 
though he hasbeen given notice to 
appear in court on December 15, 
it is highly unlikely that the sus¬ 
pect will indeed come back to St. 
M aarten to be tried. 

Defense lawyer Elvia Moenir- 
AI am su ccessf u 11 y pI ead ed th at h er 
client M aduro had been held too 
long in a police cell awaiting his 


transportation to the House of 
Detention in Pointe Blanche. 
Last Wednesday, the lawyer's 

Continued on page 4 
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Today: Partly cloudy, occasionally cloudy. 

W inds: E ast-Southeasterly, 8 to 17 miles per hour, with higher gusts. 

Sea conditions: L ight, occasionally moderate. 

Wind Force: 2 to 4, occasionally higher. 

Waves: 2 to 3feet. 

Swells: Southeasterly, 2 to 4feet. 

Barometric pressure: Below normal. 

Barometric tendency: Falling slightly. 

Forecast high: 31X 88°F 
Forecast low: 24°C 75°F 

SYNOPSIS: 

A ridge of high pressure covers the N ortheastern Caribbean, producing mainly 
partly cloudy skies. Otherwise, an upper level trough W est of the region isforecast 
to move E astward and weaken. H owever, it may induce a few showers. 

HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: Remaining names of possible Storms or Hurricanes 
duringthe 1999 A tlantic H urri cane Season (Now to November 30): Lenny, M aria, 
Nate, Ophelia, Philippe, Rita, Stan,Tammy, Vince, Wilma. 

A broad area of disturbed weather associated with weak low pressure had 
developed yesterday over the Southwest Caribbean Sea, about 250 miles E ast of 
Nicaragua, and wasdriftingslowly Northwest. Although thunderstorm activity had 
increased duringthenight, further development of thissystem, if any, wasexpected 
to be slow. 

E Isewhere, tropical storm formation is not expected during the forecast period. 

Outlook until Wednesday midday: Partly cloudy, with chance of a shower. 

Rainfall probability: 30 per cent. 

Rainfall potential: Locally, 1 to 5 mm. 

Sunrise: 6:14am; Sunset 5:36pm. 


Winning Numbers CURA ^ A0 
Robbie's Lottery 


Historic 

The Pourier III Cabinet was already on the day of its installation dubbed 
"historic." We are not sure whether such a heavy title should at this 
moment in the history of the Netherlands Antilles be given a cabinet that 
yet has to start governing. 

M ind you, we recognize that the formation has been completed in record 
time. We also recognize the unique broad political spectrum that marks 
the new coalition supporting the Pourier III government. But, we remind 
ourselves and our readers that the very reason for the creation of this 
"historic" government is an historic low of the economic and financial 
position of the country and the individual islands. There is no other choice 
than closing ranks and making an all out effort to turn the financial tide 
around. Failure to do so may well herald another, in this case hopelessly 
negative, historic moment. 

Asourreportonyesterday’sdevelopmentsinCuragao indicates there isno 
time to waste. Not only where it concerns the situation in Curagao. 
Contrary to what people have been made to believe the crisis is shared by 
all, including St. M aarten. If we are correctly informed the island faces a 
deficit of NAf 8.5million by December. U nless some assistance is pro¬ 
vided, the local Government will not beableto meet itsobligationsat the 
end of the year. 

To ward off a catastrophe the Lt. Governors of the Windward Islands 
wasted no time to inform the G overnor of the N etherlands A ntilles, the 
new Prime M inister and the M inister of Finance of the situation. 
Pourier, who has brought virtually the entire political body on one line 
where it concerns the drastic measures that must be taken, may have little 
other choice than to turn toThe FI aguefor immediate help. Such a request 
should not be turned down, but granted as part of indispensable financing 
of the planned recovery programme. If so a "historic" recovery maybe in 


I www•thedailyherald•com ^ 


St Maarten's Leading Website 




St. Martin 



POLICE MUNICIPALE 

tel. 87.50.04 
GENDARMERIE 
tel. 87.50.10 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
tel. 87.50.08 
AMBULANCE 
Office tel. 87.74.14 
Home tel. 87.72.00 
HOSPITAL tel. 87.87.67 
DISPENSAIRE Marigot 
8 a.m.-3p.m. tel. 87.50.93 
DISPENSAIRE Orleans 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. 87.37.21 
SERVICE CLUBS 
ROTARY 

meeting atFlamboyantHotel, Baie 
Nettle every Thursday at 8 p.m. 

LIONS 

First and third Tuesday at 
Nadaillac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS: 

See St. Maarten. 

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN 
Facing the grand parking at Ma¬ 
rina Royale- Marigot. Open from 9 
am-lpm/3pm- 7 pm, tel. 29.22.84. 

U.S. Embassy Warden 

J anet Lambert 

NotaryPublic/J ustice of the Peace 
294406 or 77616 
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WIPM L eader Ray Hassell andSEA L eaderl ngrid H outman-Whitfield signingtheG overn- 
ing Accord at Avila Beach Hotel on Monday morning. 


HISTORIC POURIER 


Continued from page 1 


new governments - govern¬ 
ment at the federal level and 
the Island Government of 
C u ragao - were formed .The 
members of the Executive 
Council wereappointed dur¬ 
ing a special Island Council 
meeting late M onday after¬ 
noon. 

At the signing of the Gov¬ 
erning Accord at the Avila 
Beach Hotel on Monday 
morning, the political lead¬ 
ers of the PAR, PNP, FOL, 
MAN, DP St. Maarten, DP 
Bonaire, U PB, SEA and 
WIPM all had more or less 
the same message: it will be 
tough to turn thingsaround, 
but the end result will be a 
better Netherlands Antilles 
for everyone. 

Pourier 

"Hold on tight together 
with govern ment. W e wi 11 see 
to it that our people will en¬ 
ter a new millennium with a 
strong government and a 
better future," PAR Leader 
and Prime M inister M iguel 
Pourier told the gathering. 
H e said that i n the same was 
asthepoliticianshavejoined 
forces, the people should do 
likewise so that the Antilles 
can grow. 

DP St. Maarten Leader 
Sarah Wescott-Williams 
noted that since October 
15th, when govern ment fell, 
the people have been hold¬ 
ing their breath. "But we 
have a new government in 
three weeks," she said. 

R eferring to the formation 
talks, W escott-W illiamssaid: 
"Some people consider that 
giving in isdefeat, but in this 
case it is putting the cause 
above your own interest. 
W hat we do must be for the 
country, not for our self. W e 
know who has to do what 
and what has to happen." 

Suzanne Camelia-Romer, 
former Prime M inister and 
PNP Leader, said that al¬ 
though "the road is rocky, 
we will get there." She 
stressed, however, thatto get 
there the people and gov¬ 
ernment have to work to¬ 
gether and have faith in each 
other. 


N oti ng that her party wants 
to contribute to a better 
Antilles and especially St. 
E ustatius, Leader of the St. 
E ustatius AI Nance SEA, 
Ingrid Houtman-Whitfield, 
saidthattheSEA decided to 
be part of this government, 
although thepartystill would 
like to have the post of a 
M inister. She expressed the 
hope that "someday politics 
will bemature enough to give 
Statia what it deserves." 

According to Leader of 
Saba's WIPM party, Ray 
H assell.thenew cabinet with 
"a good governing accord" 
means "getting out of the 
vicious circle and bringing 
prosperity." H e warned, 
however, that "we cannot do 
it alone. Times will be hard 
and things will get worse be¬ 
fore getting better." 

Jopi Abraham, Leader of 
the DP Bonaire, seated next 
to his rival Ramoncito Booi 
oftheU PB, emphasized that 
there was need for policies 
that soften the blows for the 
people. Booi congratulated 
"formateur" Pourier for "a 
job well done." 

Swearing-in 

A fter the signi ng, the mem- 
bersoftheCouncilofM mis¬ 
ters were sworn in by the 
GovernoroftheNetherlands 
A n ti 11 esj ai me Sal eh. B efo re 
a limited audience, as the 
press was not allowed in, 
Pourier was sworn in as 
Prime M inister. 

The other seven M inisters 
are Lucille George-Wout 
(Interior, Labourand Social 
Affairs), Suzanne Camelia- 
Romer (National Recovery 
and Economic Affairs), 
Rutsel Martha (Justice), 
Russell Voges (Finance), 
M aurice Adriaens (Traffic 
and Communications), 
Stanley Lamp (Education), 
Toon Abraham (Public 
Health). 

The State Secretaries are: 
M arcel G umbs (G eneral 
Affairs,J ustice),M aria Bass 
(Personnel Affairs), Roy 
Smith (G eneral A ffairs, D e- 
velopment Co-operation) 
and Henry Tore (General 


Affairs, Privatization). 

Governor Saleh in his 
speech noted that the new 
cabinet has a tough task 
ahead of solving the finan¬ 
cial andeconomicproblems. 
T h e gen eral i nterest d i ctates 
decisiveness and persever- 
ance,theGovernorstressed. 

It is a good thing the U r- 
gency Program contains a 
time schedule in which cer¬ 
tain measures have to be 
taken, Saleh said, but he 
stressed that paper ispatient 
and plans are nicely formu¬ 
lated on paper. "T he issue is 
executing the plans. Get to 
work is the key, because we 
have absolutely no time to 
waste," he advised. 

Lt. Governors 

The presence of the three 
Lt. Governors of the Wind¬ 
ward Islands who came to 
Curasao to meet with the 
Governor, the new Prime 
M inister and J ustice M inis¬ 
ter aboutthefinancial situa¬ 
tion on their islands was a 
clear indication that there is 
no time to waste. 

Said St. M aarten Lt. Gov¬ 
ernor Dennis Richardson, 
whowaspresentattheswear- 
ing in ceremony together 
with his colleagues Antoine 
Solagnier (Saba), Eugene 
Abdul (St.Eustatius),Rich¬ 
ard Hart (Bonaire) and 
Stanley Betrian (Curasao): 
"Considering the serious fi- 
nancial situation of the 
Windward Islands, we came 
down here to talk." 

A lonely Errol Cova, out¬ 
going Chairman of Parlia¬ 
ment and PLKP Leader, 
stated upon descending the 
stairs of the Governor's 
house when asked about his 
feelings: "I am not sad. On 
the contrary, I am already 
feeling comfortable in the 
opposition where I can be 
the eyes, ears and mouth of 
those not represented in this 
government." 

Cova confirmed that as 
soon as he receives the fed¬ 
eral decree, he will step down 
as Chairman of Parliament. 


Cupecoy robberies, 
main suspect held 


PHILIPSBURG —Yester¬ 
day, police arrested a man who 
they believe is the main sus¬ 
pect of the violent robberies 
that have been taki ng place in 
the Cupecoy area lately. The 
man, whose name was not re¬ 
leased, was held with the hel p 
of the Gendarmes. 

H is arrest puts the number 
of suspects held for the rob¬ 
beries at sixand, according to 
PoliceCommissioner Derrick 


H oliday, the area around 
Atlantis Casino can now be 
considered safe. "I think we 
now have them all," H oliday 
said last night. 

M eanwhile, Pay Less E lec- 
tronics,thecompany engaged 
in laying cables alongside the 
road through M ulletBay, has 
put up temporary street lights 
making that area lessdark and 
obscure at night. 

The M ullet Bay area has 


Attempted murder, manslaughter 
charges likely for berserk man 


PHILIPSBURG —A nthony 
Sappleton, thej amaican who 
gave himself up at the police 
station Friday, after he 
wounded a number of people 
with a machete at a Sucker 
Garden church Thursday, ap¬ 
peared before the J udge of 
Instruction yesterday. 

U p to yesterday, no charges 
had been filed against him. 
However, Public Prosecutor 
M arti n W itteveen expects at- 
tempted murder and at¬ 
tempted manslaughter 
charges to be brought later 
this week. In the interim, 
Sappleton will remain in 
prison. 

According to Witteveen, 
Sappleton has confessed to 
the crime contending that he 
had done it because he and 
his estranged wife were expe¬ 
riencing domestic problems, 
which noteventhechurch had 
been able to solve. 

The security guard caused 
pandemonium when he 
wielded a macheteoutsidethe 
Original Pentecostal Church 
last Thursday evening and 
wounded seven persons in¬ 
cluding his wife. 

He had first tried to kill his 
wife with a gun, but started 


swinging the machete when 
the firearm malfunctioned. 
A Iso injured were his stepson 
and the pastor's wife. The 
stepson was flown out to 
Curagao for treatment early 
Friday morning. 

Poll results 
announced 

PHILIPSBURG—A poll 
conducted by Julio Romney 
af J S Consulting Services has 
found that "a definitive 40.4 
per cent) theSt.M aarten elec¬ 
torate has trust and confi¬ 
dence in the recently-elected 
Democratic Party Govern¬ 
ment. 

The poll also found that 
while 62.1 per cent of those 
polled indicated that they 
were" not at al I cl ear" to" N ot 
too clear" about the possible 
referendum options, when 
asked which option they 
would vote for in a referen¬ 
dum if it were held today, "a 
50 per cent majority indicated 
that they would cast their 
popular vote for "Full inter¬ 
nal self-governmentwithinthe 
Antilles." 


been a source of concern in 
several circles over the past 
few months. D itchesthatwere 
dug alongside the road for a 
cabling project which was be¬ 
ing executed had remained 
open for months. 

Some twenty robberies, ex¬ 
perienced by people driving 
through the very dark 
neighbourhood, were re¬ 
ported. Business in that area 
slowed down and at Atlantis 
Casino employees were noti¬ 
fied that they might end up 
losingtheirjobsbecause man¬ 
agement had to cut expenses. 

M eanwhile, police had set 
up patrols i n the area and fi rst 
caughtfive suspects. A fter the 
employees conveyed their 
concern to Commissioners 
Ferrier and M arlin aboutthe 
likelihood of losingtheirjobs, 
swift action was taken to in¬ 
stall the temporary lights. 

The commissioners have 
promised thattheditcheswill 
be closed today. 
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Flow of Chinese illegals may end 


Migrant smuggling ring 
busted in Suriname 


Yesterday, workmen were busy restoring the walls at Belvedere, which were smashed down 
bythefloodsthatcameafterthepassingofHurricaneJose. "I 'llbedonewith thisinanother 
coupleofdays," the labourer in thepictureabovetold T heDailyH erald. H esaid thejob was 
ordered by Public Works in preparation for the visit of Queen Beatrix, which is scheduled 
to take place next week. Photo by Gromyko Wilson. 


Students urged to apply early 


Scholarship forms available 
at Education Department 


PHILIPSBURG — Study 
Financing Coordinator 
Calvin M ardenborough an¬ 
nounced yesterday that the 
department began with the 
distribution of scholarship 
formsyesterday.Thismeans 
that students, who are now 
i n thei r fi nal year of second¬ 
ary school, can apply for 
scholarship funding. 

M ardenborough added 
that students have until the 
end of December to com¬ 
plete and return the forms 
to the Education Depart¬ 
ment. "The lastworking day 
of December will bethelast 
chance you have," he said. 

The department usually 
starts this early with the ap¬ 
plications to have enough 
timeto review them and have 


the Executive Council take 
a decision on who should or 
should not receive a schol¬ 
arship from the Island Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Students are therefore 
urged to pick up a form as 
soon as possible. "The ear¬ 
lier you apply, the better it is 
for you," he added. The de¬ 
partment is located in the 
V laun B ui Iding oppositethe 
Post Office. Those applying 
for scholarships must be of 
Antillean nationalityor have 
lived on the island for at 
least 10 years consecutively. 

In related news, persons 
owed money by the Federal 
Government as boarding 
allowance for students over 
the year 1994 are requested 
to contact the Federal 


R eceiver's Office on E . 
Camille Richardson street 
# 11 to col I ect the outstand- 
ing amount. 

Boarding allowances used 
to be provided by the I sland 
G overnment to students to 
pay the persons with whom 
they were lodging. The Is¬ 
land Government of St. 
M aarten decided to stop this 
processaboutfouryearsago 
and include lodging fees in 
the total scholarship pack¬ 


age. 


PH ILIPSBU RG—Theflow 
of illegal Chinese migrants 
through St. Maarten may 
cometoanend asaresultof 
the busting of a migrant 
smuggling ring in Suriname 
believed to be responsible 
for the flow. 

In recent months, St. 
M aarten had become a 
favourite transit point for 
illegal migrant smuggling 
ri ngs, which have been smug- 
gling Chinese nationals to 
the US. 

Reports indicate that St. 
M aartenaswellasanumber 
of other Caribbean islands 
and Venezuela and Brazil 
were used as transit points 
to smuggle Chinese from 
SurinamewiththeU Sasthe 
end-destination. The ring, 
accordi ng to an arti cl e i n the 
A Igemeen Dagblad, can be 
held responsible for the 
smuggling of at least 235 
Chinese. 

However, a breach oc¬ 
curred intheoperationswith 
the recent arrest of five 
people in Suriname who 
were sel I i ng vi sas to the C h i - 
nese.A mongthosedetained 
isan employee of Suriname's 
Central I ntelligenceService. 

Though only US $45 is re¬ 
quired to obtain a visa for 
Suriname, the Chinese 
illegals said they paid be¬ 


■ rdj t 


VACANCY 


MADURO TRAVEL HAS A VACANCY FORA: 


TRAVEL MANAGER 
Minimum requirements: 


• at least 5 years experience as 
a travel consultant with hands on 
expertise in computer reservation 
systems and ticketing. 


1 Sales and marketing expertise 


Please contact Miss Louisa Arias 
phone: 23063 for appointment 



tween U S $2,000 and U S 
$3,000 prompting authori¬ 
ties there to summon home 
thediplomatresponsiblefor 
issuing visas at the embassy 
in China. 

Suspicions that the em¬ 
bassy i n B ei j i n g was i n vo I ved 
in smuggling Chinese to the 
U S via the J ohan Pengel 
International Airport in 
Suriname have been circu¬ 
lating for some while. 
Authorities stumbled onto 
hard facts when last month 
55 Chinese were held in 
Suriname when the pilot 
who was supposed to pick 
them up at the airport did 
not have adequate docu¬ 
mentation. Thepilotand two 
other C h i nese were arrested 
as well. Later on two more 
Chinese were nabbed. 

The pilot declared that he 
had been involved in smug¬ 
gling young Chinese men 
and women for some time 
before he was held. The pi¬ 
lot and his four partners, 
were charged with the ille¬ 
gal trade of women and mi¬ 
nor boys. 

Investigations indicated 
that the pi lot used to fly the 
Chinese illegals to Venezu¬ 
ela and other countries in 
the Caribbean. Late last 
month a group of Chinese 
was held notfarfromtheSt. 
Martin coast. Not long af¬ 
ter, yet another group was 
held in Saba and locked up 
here in St. Maarten. Both 


This car, reported stolen earlier, was found abandoned at 
Beet Road in South Reward yesterday. A Police patrol unit 
had tried to apprehend its driver Sunday night, but failed. 
M onday morning it was parked alongside the road with a 
flattire. Itwastowed to thepolicestation. Photo byG romyko 
Wilson. 


groups had been travelling 
from Suriname on the 
Tango, asmal I wooden boat. 

Brazil rang the alarm bell 
last month when its immi¬ 
gration officers were con¬ 
fronted with two groups of 
Chinese who had comefrom 
Suriname. Canada and the 
U S have also expressed con¬ 
cern about the smuggling 
operation from Suriname. 
M eanwhile,the38Chinese 
nationals who have been 
detained here for several 
weeks are expected to be 
flown outto their homeland 
today. 


Drugs bust 


Hurricane Jose left 
Butterfly Farm alone 


LE GA LI ON—TheSt.M ar¬ 
ti n Butterfly Farm is cel- 
ebrati ng the fact that for the 
first timethefarmhaspassed 
through a hurricane without 
catastrophic damage to its 
fragile construction. 

"H aving been damaged by 
L u is, B ertha and G eorges i n 
its less than 5 years of exist¬ 
ence, the F arm is now hav¬ 
ing to rethink itsapplication 
to the Guinness Book of 
World Records as the 
world's most disaster-prone 
nature attraction," the But¬ 
terfly Farm stated in a press 
release on M onday. 

After lots of cleaning and 
the arrival of new butterfly 
recruitsfrom South America 
and Asia, the Farm is open 
to vi si tors as u su al, every day 
from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

The Butterfly Farm is lo¬ 
cated at Le Galion Beach 
Road, also known as Coco¬ 
nut G rove. 


Continued from page 1. 

request for the release of 
her client had been denied 
in the Court of First In¬ 
stance. H owever, on F riday, 
the Court of Appeal ruled 
that lawyer Moenir-Alam 
had been right in ascertain- 
ingthat M aduro had indeed 
been kept too long in the 
policecell and should there¬ 
fore be released. 

When questioned about 
this, Prosecutor William 
Wijga told The Daily Her¬ 
ald that due to a misunder- 
standing between the 
prosecutor's office and the 
police, the Venezuelan sus¬ 
pect had indeed been held 
in the police cell one hour 
longer than the one week 
that was stipulated by the 
judge of instruction on Oc¬ 
tober 25. 

"It is very unfortunate but 
the d efen se I awyer was ri ght. 
It's a technicality but rules 
are rules. H e had to be set 
free," Wijga said. 

O n the night of September 
30, the Coast Guard of the 
Netherlands Antilles and 
Aruba arrested M aduro and 
St. M aartener E .H .C. on 
open sea when 280 kilo¬ 
grams of neatly packed co¬ 
caine wasfound in their "go- 
fast." 

The two men had tried to 
burn the heavily laden Bos¬ 
ton Whaler prior to the ar¬ 
rival of the coast guard. 

D uring the coast guard ac¬ 
tion, E.H.C. was wounded 
by a gunshot and had to be 
taken to the St. M aarten 
Medical Center and was 
later transported to 
Curagao, where he isstill in 
the hospital. 

Prosecutor Wijga said it is 
not sure whether the St. 
M aarten suspect in this co¬ 
caine bust will recover in 
timeforthetrial on Decem¬ 
ber 15. 
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Islands 5 


AGENDA 


ST. EUSTATIUS 
Police Station 83222 
Emergency 112 
Hot Line 108 
Fire Department 120 
Hospital 82211/82371 
Landsradio 82210 
Post Office 82207 
St. Eustatius Historical 
Foundation M useum 82288 
Winair Office 82362 
Lions Club meets every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday at the 
"Den" next to theAirport 
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm 
at the Golden Era Hotel. 

SABA 

Police Station 
The Bottom, tel. 63237 

E mergency 112 
Hot Line 108 
Hospital 

The Bottom, tel. 63288/63289 

Clinic 

Windwardsidetel. 62228 

Fire Department Airport 

Flat Point tel. 62222 

Landsradio 

The Bottom, tel. 63211/135 
WINAIR, Airport 
Flat Point, tel. 62255 
Taxi ServiceAirport 
Flat Point, tel. 160 
Administration Building 
TheBottom,tel.63311/63312/ 
63313 

Tourist Office 

Windwardside, tel. 62231 

Harbour Office 

Fort Bay, tel. 63294 
Saba Marine Park 
Fort Bay, tel. 63295 
Nature& HikeGuide 
J amesj ohnson 
The Bottom, tel. 63307 
Ser viceClub 

Saba Lions Club general meet- 
i ng every 1st and 3rd T uesday at 
E ugenius A. J ohnson Center. 
Alcohol Anonymous 
Wednesday's 7:00pm 
EugeneJohnson LionsCenter 

ANGUILLA 
EMERGENCY 
Police 911 
Fire911 
Ambulance 911 
Police Station 497 2333 
Hospital 497 2551 
Dental clinic 497 2343 
Radio Anguilla 497 2218 
Tourism Department 497 2759 
Crimestoppers 0800 7777777 
AIRLINES 

American Eagle497 3501 
Winair 497 2748 
Liat 497 5000 
Tyden Air 497 2719 
Air Anguilla 497 2643 
Trans Anguilla 497 8690 
COURIER SERVICE 
DHL 497 3400 
F ederal E xpress 497 2719 
U PS 497 2239 
SERVICE CLUBS 
RotaryClub of Anguilla 
FerryBoatlnn 6.30 p.m. 

Every Thursday. 

Soropti mist I nternational 
Day Care Centre 
4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday 
in each month Tel: 497 3509 
LionsClub 

The Valley Primary School 
1st and 3rd T uesday at 8.00 p.m. 
Tel: 497 6259 

National Council of Women 

Arts and Craft Centre 
4.30 p.m. IstM ondayin month. 
Interact Club of Anguilla 
M eets every F riday at 3.15 p.m. 
at theA Ibena L ake H odgeC om- 
prehensive School 


Subscribe to 



PHONE JULIE 
ON 25253 



Traffic control by the police on Saba. Photo by G romyko Wilson. 

Six warnings issued 
in traffic control 


SA BA — I n a routine traffic 
control on F riday the police 
issued warnings to six driv¬ 
ers whose cars had defective 
lights and/or defective 
screen wipers, M ajor Win¬ 
ston Victoria told The Daily 
H erald M onday. 

H e said that the four of¬ 


fenders had been given two 
days to have the mal- func¬ 
tioning parts repaired. "All 
six of them reported at the 
police station, sayingthatthe 
necessary repairs had been 
done," M ajor Victoria said. 

Also on Friday, he added, 
two men had been in a fight 


in which a 22-year old drug 
addict had beaten up 31- 
year-old A.FI. with a base¬ 
ball bat. 

The victim had to be 
treated fo r hi s i nj u ri es at the 
medical center, the Police 
M ajor said. 


Medical school campus 
groundbreaking imminent 


SABA—Thegroundbreaking 
ceremony of the new cam¬ 
pus of the Saba U niversity 
School ofM edicinewill take 
place at the end of this 
month, Commissioner Will 
Johnson announced M on- 


MARIGOT—G eneral Coun¬ 
cillor and member of the 
M ovement for the A dvance- 
ment of the People (MAP) 
LouisM ussington, iscurrently 
heading a M A P delegation at 
the Sixth Annual Conference 
of the Association of Carib¬ 
bean E conomists (ACE) now 
being held in F ort-de-F ranee, 
M artinique. 

The conference got under¬ 
way on Sunday, N ovember 7, 
under the sponsorship of the 
Regional Council of 
M artinique. It will end on 
Wednesday, November 10. 

A press release from MAP 
said the overall aim of the 
conference is to "examine 
current processes of global 
restructuring; to explore how 
these processes affect the fu¬ 
ture economic and social de¬ 
velopment of the Caribbean; 
and to discuss strategies and 
collaborative approaches to 
the challenges identified." 

Delegation member Alain 
Richardson will present a pa¬ 
per on behalf of the MAP 


day. 

Fie said the new campus 
would be located on R ound 
FI ill in The Bottom and the 
contract had been given to 
local contractorH .E.S.Con- 
struction. 


entitled, "St. M artin in a re¬ 
structuring French Controled 
Caribbean." 

One of the key themes which 
will be addressed at the four- 
day conference is, "the future 
of Caribbean islands that are 
non-independent, associated 
to, or part of a N orth A meri- 
can or European state." 
Conference participants will 
also examine themes such as 
the repositioning and future 
direction of Caribbean econo¬ 
mies; negotiating strategies 
for the Caribbean towards a 
new regionalism in the wider 
Caribbean and Caribbean 
Economic Theory. 

The conference program 
also makes provision for spe¬ 
cial workshops for business 
and civil society groups. At 
these workshops, participants 
will seek to identify possible 
collaborative projects be¬ 
tween French Overseas De¬ 
partments and other Carib¬ 
bean countriesand workouta 
follow-up program of action. 


"It entails a multi-million 
dollar investment for a 3- 
storey building of traditional 
Saba architecture similar to 
the Government Adminis¬ 
tration building," Johnson 
revealed. 

Fie said the new facility 
would comprise an anatomy 
lab, an auditorium and ad¬ 
ministrative offices, while a 
number of other buildings 
would be constructed at a 
later stage. 


St. Martin delegation at 
economists' conference 


First Lions zone 
meeting on Static 


ST. EUSTATIUS-Lions 
ClubzonechairladyEdwina 
Linzey of Saba kept her fi rst 
advisory zone meeting on 
Statia last weekend, accord¬ 
ing to K oos Sneek of the St. 
E ustatius L ions Club. 

FIe said Lions had been 
present from all four clubs 
inthezone, which comprises 
St. M aarten,Saba,A nguilla 
and Statia. 

"The meeting took place 
in the Lions Den on Satur¬ 
day, but most of the Lions 
arrived already on F riday to 
participate in a variety of 
acti vi ti es u nti IS u nd ay after¬ 
noon, si nee the meeti ng was 
part of a friendship week¬ 
end," Sneek said. 

Besides the Lions, Com¬ 
missioner Luis Brown and 
representatives of a number 
of other organisations were 
present. D u ri ng the cocktai I 
party on Friday, the St. 
E ustatius Lions Club made 
presentations. 

Amanda Schmidt of the 
A uxiliary H ome received a 
check for US $200 to pur¬ 
chase curtains. M illicent 
Lijfrock of the Post Office 
Philatelic Youth Group re¬ 
ceived a check for NAf. 200 
and Debby Clark of Buzzy 
B ees I n n d ay care center was 
presented with a check for 
NAf. 1,000 to purchase 
riding toys. 

The first advisory zone 
meeting on Saturday was 
attended by 45 Lions and 
Leos. In the evening the Kili 
K ili Band performed during 
happy hour, for which the 
general public was also in¬ 
vited, Sneek said. 

The Lions of the four clubs 
cleaned several acresof land 


west of th e ai rpo rt i n a cl ean- 
up campaign on Sunday. 

"After the clean-up the L i- 
ons and Leos were treated 
to a Statia breakfast with 
johnny cakes, salt fish and 
bush tea. After lunch all Li¬ 
ons and Leos departed for 
their respective home is¬ 
lands," Sneek said. H eadded 
that some of the Statia Li¬ 
ons had accompanied Saba 
Lions on their home jour¬ 
ney aboard the Statia 
harbour boat Waterman. 

"During their few hours on 
Saba they were well taken 
care of by their Saba Lion 
friends," according to the St. 
EustatiusL ions' spokesman, 
who concluded that it had 
been a very successful week¬ 
end with a right mix of seri¬ 
ous business and pleasure. 






















6 Islands 

A smelly mess 
on Front Street 


PHILIPSBURG —A few 
M anagers of businesses on 
F rontstreet have expressed 
their dissatisfaction and an¬ 
noyance at what they de¬ 
scribe asa continuing prob¬ 
lem with sewage from their 
landlords'system using their 
front steps as a path to flow 
directly into the sea. 

The merchants contacted 
H arbourmaster Sonny H oo 


on M onday, who responded 
by vi si ti ng the si te to wi tness 
the problem first hand. A p- 
parentatthearea were wads 
of bathroom tissue and fe¬ 
ces in close proximity to the 
stores creating a stench, 
which the merchants ex¬ 
plained were keeping cus¬ 
tomers away. 

H arbour M aster H oo told 
journalists from The Daily 
Herald, who were also on 
the scene, that he intended 
to demand that the building 
owner rectify the problem 
immediately. 

The merchants explained 
that they had contacted the 
landlord on several occa¬ 
sions and have had repairs 
done to the sewage system, 
but the problem keeps re¬ 
curring. 

The Daily Herald con¬ 
tacted the landlord who said 
that he had already con¬ 
tacted a company to do the 
necessary repairs and ex¬ 
pects work to begin today, 
Tuesday, November 9. He 
explained that the building 
was only four years old and 
that he has had the sewage 
system cleaned six to seven 
timesbuttheproblem keeps 
coming back. H esaid hesus- 
pects that tissue is usually 
thrown into the bowl and 
that this is the most prob¬ 
able cause of the recurring 
problem. 

He also told The Daily 
H erald that he believes the 
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Attempted murder, manslaughter 
charges likely lor berserk man 


PHILIPSBURG—An- 
thony Sappleton, theja- 
maican who gave him¬ 
self up at the police sta¬ 
tion Friday, after he 
wounded a number of 
people with a macheteat 
a Sucker Garden church 
Thursday, appeared be- 
forethej udge of Instruc¬ 
tion yesterday. 

U p to yesterday, no 
charges had been filed 
against him. However, 
Public Prosecutor M ar- 
tin W itteveen expects at¬ 
tempted murder and at¬ 
tempted manslaughter 
charges to be brought 
later this week. In the 
interim, Sappleton will 
remain in prison. 

According to 
W itteveen, Sappleton 
has confessed to the 


crimecontendingthathe 
had done it because he 
and his estranged wife 
were experiencing do¬ 
mestic problems, which 
not even the church had 
been able to solve. 

The security guard 
caused pandemonium 
when he wielded a ma¬ 
chete outside the Origi¬ 
nal Pentecostal Church 
last Thursday evening 
and wounded seven per- 
sonsinduding hiswife. 

H ehad first tried to kill 
his wife with a gun, but 
started swinging the ma¬ 
chete when the firearm 
malfunctioned. Also in¬ 
jured were his stepson 
and the pastor'swife.T he 
stepson was flown out to 
Curagao for treatment 
early Friday morning. 


Pradeep Sharma, one of the store owners, points at the raw 
sewage that runs into the sea. 


merchants who are his ten¬ 
ants may have malicious in¬ 
tentions in contacting the 
harbour master and that he 
is suspicious that they may 
have clogged the system up 
themselves to excuse their 
failure to pay their rent. 
According to the landlord, 
the merchantshave not paid 
him rent for at least four 
months and as a result he 
took them to court to try 
and obtain approximately 
U S $26,000 they joi ntly owe 
him. 

According to the owner, 
parties had come to an 
agreement. To his under¬ 
stand i ng the merchantswere 


given a deadline to meet 
these payments. If they 
failed to keep thatdeadline, 
they would be shut down. 


Kneelingand wearing the special T-shirts are President L iesa E uton and D irector M arc van 
de Bilt of the SHTA. Standing behind them are Meadowiands N.V. owner Godfried 
Richardson (r) and managing director Mervin Heyliger(c) and Total Cleaning N.V. owner 
E ugeneJ ames together with other members of the interim clean-up crew. 


Gear) up campaign 


sioner added, "Let's stop 
complaining and put all 
hands together starting in 
F rontstreet, then 

Backstreet, then 

Cannegieterstreet and the 
entire island." 

Commissioner Theo 
H eyl iger, who had also been 
invited fortheclean-up cam¬ 
paign launching,arrived late 
because of a meeting and 
was handed the shirt later. 

Van de Bilttold The Daily 
H erald that the interim 
clean-up campaign is coor¬ 
dinated by the District Im¬ 
provement Tearn (DIT), 
members of which are G ov- 
ernment, residents, local 
businesses and their repre¬ 


sentative the SHTA. 

Other issues DIT will fo- 
cusonindudepromotionof 
special events, crime preven¬ 
tion, capital improvement 
and more, according to Van 
de Bilt. H e added that the 
team is also working on a 
draft DIT ordinance on 
which it is being advised by 
I vy H arris & Walsh, a 
Florida-based landscaping 
company. 

"The complete program is 
amulti millionthingandthe 
ordinance has yet to be 
drafted. It will take a long 
timebeforeitisapproved by 
government. Rather than 
waiting for it, let's do some¬ 
thing now. We have an im- 


Continued from page 1. 

mediate problem," Van de 
Biltsaid, explaining why the 
interim clean-up campaign 
has been organized. 

The SHTA Director 
pointed out that while the 
DIT ordinance will make it 
mandatoryforbusin esses to 
support it, the current in¬ 
terim clean-up campaign is 
being supported by some 
forty F rontstreet businesses 
on a voluntary basis. 

Two cleaning companies, 
M eadowlands N .V. and T o- 
tal Cleaning N.V. also gave 
their support to the supple¬ 
mentary Frontstreet clean¬ 
up campaign by charging 
cost price only, Van de Bilt 
concluded. 
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Street Vibes: 


What are your hopes tor and concerns a 
as we prepare to mark St, Maarten/St, M 

bout St, Maarten 
artin Day 1999?" 


Ruling in cigar case 
expected by November 19 


PH ILIPSBU RG-St. 
M aarten/St. M artin will ob¬ 
serve St. M aarten Day on 
Thursday, November 11, 
and preparations have al- 
readybegun.TheDailyH er- 
ald sought the vibes on the 
street to try and find out the 
hopes and dreams for the 
island of the people who 
make up St. M aarten. 
ClydeJ ohal: "I would want 
to see plenty thingsnice, but 
to have no problems or vio¬ 
lence. I wish to see every¬ 
thing going good." 

Tasha Richardson: "My 
hope for St. M aarten is that 
the violenceand the amount 
of crime simmer down. I 
would also like to see the 
school system beupgraded." 
M anojM ehbubani: “I hope 
business and tourism will 
improve in the coming year. 
I would also like to see a 
proper drainage system in 
thenearfuture. I would also 
like to take the opportunity 
to wish everyone a Happy 
St. M aarten Day." 

LindySt. Agnest: "I would 



Wellington H odge 
like to see a cleaner St. 
M aarten. I hope to see they 
treat the foreigners better. 
That would help tourism. I 
would also like to see Public 
Works do something about 
the water on the L.B. Scott 
Road." 

M ark: "I would like to see 
them clean up St. M aarten 
andfixuptheroads.l would 
also like to see resorts like 
M ullet Bay reopened." 

Melani Fleming: "I would 
like to see a lot of things 
happen here. Nothing here 
is as it should be. I would 



M el marie J acobs, seen here receiving her gift certificate for 
US $50 from Head of Advertising Dagmar van Eijk, isthe 
lucky winner ofTheD aily H erald's G uess Where? G uess 
What? Challenge published last Saturday. She correctly 
pointed out that M arcel G umbs' hair had been darkened, 
the ring had been removed from L ouie L aveist's finger, 
juicehad been added to a glasson thetable, a holehad been 
filled in at the back of the chair and the strap of Ray 
H asset I's watch had been removed. M el marie may use her 
gift voucher at any of the following stores: J ust-in, L evi's 
Boutique, Caribbean Palm, Kwik Bargains/Kwik Ideas 
and Benetton. 


B.J. Askew 

like to see improvement in 
every area." 

Gibbs: "I would like to see 
the F rench Side and D utch 
side work closer together 
and the crime rate de¬ 
crease." 

B.J. Askew: "St. M aarten 


isnotreallya bad place. Like 
nowTheo doing something 
good and more tourist com¬ 
ing, but I would like to see 
more, especially with the 
building of the wharf. The 
crime rate for this year was 
already too much. We can¬ 
not be afraid of our own 
people. The cops them 
should be working on that." 
Wellington H odge:"I don't 
have any hopes for or con¬ 
cerns about St. Maarten." 

Andrew: "I hope St. 
Maarten will be economi¬ 
cally secure by 2000 and I 
think St. M aarten Day 
should draw the politicians 
together. Everybody should 
come as one and let's work 
in the benefit of St. 
M aarten." 


PHILIPSBURG-A ruling 
in a case brought before the 
judge on November 5 by 
Cuban cigar brand owner 
Ellis Belilos of Caribbean 
Duty Free Cigar Distribu- 
tors(CDFCD) N.V.against 
F rontstreetmerchantj ackie 
Atmaramani is expected on 
N ovember 19, according to 
CDF CD's lawyer. 

H e explained that since it 
is an injunction case, (i.e. 
judicial order restraining a 
person or body from an act), 
the court must, in principle, 
take at least two weeks to 
decide. 

CDFCD's Managing Di¬ 
rector has requested thatthe 
judge stop Atmaramani 
from selling his brand of 
Cuban Cigars. In an Octo¬ 
ber 3 interview with The 
Daily Herald, prior to the 
hearing,Atmaramani called 
the tactics employed by 
CDFCD dictatorial,explain¬ 


ing that he and a few other 
merchants on Frontstreet 
have for years been tryi ng to 
legally purchase Cuban Ci¬ 
gars fromCDFCD, but that 
Belilos had repeatedly re¬ 
fused to sell to them. 

The merchants said that 
they then began buying the 
cigars from another source, 
which cost them more 
money. Belilos in turn told 
The Daily H erald in an Oc¬ 
tober 7 interview that "to 
sell or not to sell is my pre¬ 
rogative." He added that 
"for three years these mer¬ 
chants thought they were 
above the law, but now they 
find that they are not." 

I n an interview on M onday 
Belilos said that it's not that 
he does want to sell to the 
merchants, but it's an issue 
of to whom and under what 
conditions he sells. 


Changes in Education 
discussed with Sarah 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Superin- 
tendentoftheSchool Board 
for Secondary Education 
J osefVliegen described the 
board's meeting with Com¬ 
missioner of E ducation Sa- 


Movies, activities 
at Jubilee library 


PH ILIPSBU RG —As part of 
this year's Reading 
Programme, Philipsburg J u- 
bilee library will be having an 
afternoon with A nansi activi¬ 
ties on Wednesday, Novem¬ 
ber 10, from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm. 

A nansi stories about a spi¬ 
der always trying to trick oth¬ 
ers are well known over the 
world, the library stated in a 
release on M onday. 

All children eight years and 
older are welcome at the li¬ 
brary to listen to an A nansi 
story, do A nansi handicrafts 
and watch an A nansi movie. 

The library also announced 
a story-telling afternoon for 
all pre-schoolers on Wednes¬ 
day, November 17, from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm. 

That afternoon will be filled 
with Arthur and Franklin sto¬ 
ries, handicrafts and Arthur 
movies.AII kindergarten chil¬ 
dren and their parents are 
welcome to attend this event. 


rah Wescott-Williams last 
week as a fruitful and "idea- 
sharing" session. 
Notwillingto elaborate too 
much about the "ins and 
outs" of the meeting, 
Vliegen said the upcoming 
changes in education were 
the main focus of the meet¬ 
ing. The meeting he ex¬ 
plained, addressed the 
thi ngs that have to be put in 
place or set in motion to 
meettheA ugust 2000 dead¬ 
line for the implementation 
of the changes. 

These changes include the 
merging of the M A V O and 


BVO systems along with the 
new functioning of the 
HAVO and VWO among 
other things. Vliegen said 
urgency was placed on a 
numberof issues which must 
be dealt with to be able to 
start in August of 2000. 

He was not willing to dis¬ 
close any detailed informa¬ 
tion since, accordingto him, 
plans still have to be ex¬ 
changed and finalized be¬ 
fore they could be made 
public. H e explained how¬ 
ever that the plans are in 
advanced stagesof prepara¬ 
tion. 
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Senior Citizens dinner 
was memorable occasion 


PHILIPSBURG—A dinner 
organized by the Helping 
Hands Foundation in con¬ 
junction with M anagement 
of C heri's C afe i s bei ng her¬ 
alded as memorable by the 
board of the H elping H ands 
Foundation. 

The dinner was held at 
Cheri's Cafe on Thursday, 
N ovember 4, and coordina- 
torof H elping H andsj ackie 
James said that thanks to 


the personnel and manage¬ 
ment of the restaurant, the 
senior citizensweregiven "a 
wonderful evening without 
measure." 

She explained that "Cheri 
went beyond to give the se¬ 
nior citizens a very good 
evening dinner" as well as 
"souvenirs." J amesalsotook 
theopportunityto thank the 
taxi drivers whom she said 
assisted the senior citizens 


and the foundation by pro¬ 
viding transportation. 

James explained that the 
senior citizens dinner was 
organized in keeping with 
theU nitedNationsdedara- 
tion of 1999 as the interna¬ 
tional year of the elderly. 
The dinner was originally 
scheduled to be held in Oc¬ 
tober, but was postponed to 
November4duetothepass- 
ing of Hurricane Jose. 



Monday, ownerG odfried Richardson and managing director Mervin Heyliger of Meadow- 
lands N.V. presented the brand new outfit of their cleaning crew. Standing in front of the 
Courthouse, three employees showed their neat green uniforms with the company's name 
printed on them in white characters. 



_ _ __ 1 I 

St. Maarten's newest restaurant L a Casbah opened its doors last night for an informal 
gathering of friends and special guests. Beautifully situated rightontheseasideatCaravan- 
serai, with an attractive outdoor dining section, La Casbah offers a choice of F rench and 
morein particular Moroccan cuisine. A largecrowd cameoutto wish the owners Helen and 
Charles Danah well with their new enterprise. In the photo left to right: L eo Chance of 
M aduro & Sons; R ajan I dnani oftheA merican G iftShop; H eien and C harlesDanah; L iesa 
Euton, president of the St. Maarten Hospitality and Trade Association; Commissioner 
Theo H eyliger; and M arjolijn R ichardson representing her husband Lt.G overnor D ennis 
Richardson, who was in Curasao fora meeting with Governor of the Netherlands Anti lies 
Jaime Saleh. 


Haviser, new museums 
association director 


CURACAO-Jay Haviser 
hasbeen appointed chairman 
of the M useums Association 
oftheCaribbean (MAC),the 
J acob G elt D ekker I nstitute 
for advanced cultural studies 
inCuragao reported M onday. 

The Institute stated that its 
Director Haviser — a well 
known N etherlandsA ntillean 


archaeologist — had been 
appointed to the function of 
MAC chairman for a period 
of three years. 

The appointment took place 
in Trinidad last week. 

MAC is a Barbados based 
international organisation of 
museum and culture special¬ 
ists in the C aribbean Basin. It 


has representatives in most of 
the Caribbean islands. 

MAC hasdirectlinkstoother 
international organisations, 
such as the International 
Council of Museums, 
UNESCO andCariforum.the 
I nstitute stated in its release. 


Nevis gees sole at 
World Travel market 


NEVIS-The World Travel 
M arket starts on November 
15 at Earl's Court, London, 
and for the first time, Nevis 
will betakingpartwithitsown 
booth, unlike previous years 
where it shared a booth with 
St. K itts. 

I n the words of Premier of 
Nevis Vance A mory, this will 
enable N evisto accommodate 
moreof the hotel and tourism 
providers, enabling itto focus 
more on meetings with per¬ 
sons who wish to do business 
with N evis. 

Amorysaid,"Wewill havea 
large delegation of tourism 
representatives, hotel owners 
and representatives of the 
Government Tourism De¬ 
partment promoting Nevis at 
this exhibition. We will not 
have to be sharing accommo¬ 
dation, which has been a 
source of certain embarrass¬ 
ments and a bit of congestion, 
because of the size of the 
booth at the World Travel 
M arket." 

At the exhibition, the gov¬ 
ernment of Neviswill assume 
a major responsibility for the 
island's promotion, but each 
hotel will do its own promo¬ 
tion, targeting its own mar¬ 
keters. Premier A mory de- 


scri bed N evis' partici pati on at 
the event as a "joint effort 
carried out by both groups." 

He also said that hotels in 
Nevis were open and ready 
for business and that the gov¬ 


ernment and people of N evis 
were looking forward to a very 
successful tourism season. 

T he W orld Travel M arket 
exhibition endson N ovember 
19. 
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Jobfair manager wants 
regional job center 


PH ILIPSBU RG—The de¬ 
veloping integration and 
free movement of labour 
within the Caribbean war¬ 
rants the establishment of a 
regional Caribbean job cen¬ 
ter, J obfairM anagerj oseph 
van Doom said M onday. 


He pointed out that such a 
center could enhance the 
search for job opportunities 
within the Caribbean. 

M entioning examples of 
job opportunities and job 
agency development in 
Guyana, St. Lucia and Ja¬ 


maica, Van Doom said Car¬ 
ibbean] obfairwould liketo 
see governments pooling 
their resources together and 
setupacenterfortheCarib- 
bean. 

They should preferably 
work together with a private 
sector enterprise such as 
Caribbean J obfair on St. 
M aarten, he added. 

"We have many young 
peopleworkingabroad,who 
like to return and seek em¬ 
ployment in the public and 
private sector. The public 
sector is as much in need of 
highly qualified people as 
the private sector. W e assist 
them in searching for suit¬ 
able candidates," Van 
Doom said. 

Boy injured 
in accident 

PH ILIPSBU RG—A young 
boywasslightlyinjured Sun¬ 
day, when a car hitthecar he 
was in from behi nd. T he ac¬ 
cident happened on A.T. 
I IlidgeR oad in D utch Q uar- 
ter. B oth carswere damaged. 
The boy complained about 
pain in his neck and was 
taken to St. M aarten M edi- 
cal Center by ambulance. 



Senior G overnment functionaries discuss the programme. 

EC $15 million programme 
to pave roads underway 


ST. KITTS—Construction 
of unpaved roadsin the B i rd 
Rock, Harbour View and 
Earle Morne Housing De¬ 
velopments, postponed last 
year due to the destruction 
in the federation from H ur- 
ricane Georges, is becom¬ 
ing a reality. 

Prime M inisterand M inis- 
ter of Finance DenziI Dou¬ 
glas joined Parliamentary 
Representative and Minis¬ 
ter of H ealth and W omen's 
Affairs Dr. Earl Asim M ar- 
tin, M inister of Communi¬ 
cations, Works and Public 
U tilities Cedric Liburd and 
two officials of the Public 


Works Department on an 
inspection tour of the roads 
in those residential areas. 

M inister M artin said an E C 
$15 million dollar island¬ 
wide road programme 
signed on M onday by D ou- 
glas would be used to en¬ 
hance the continued overall 
development of East 
Basseterre. 

"We expect this road will 
improve the quality of life 
for the residents in these 
areas, that it will improve a 
smooth flow of vehicular 
traffic in these areas and 
curtail the constant soil ero¬ 
sion that we have been hav¬ 
ing with heavy rain show¬ 
ers," said M artin. 

H e expressed thanks and 
appreciation to his Cabinet 
colleaguesfor "assistingthus 
far in the overall 
infrastructural development 
in East Basseterre and of 
course the M inister of Fi¬ 
nance, the Prime M inister, 


for releasing the necessary 
funds for the overall 
infrastructural development 
in East Basseterre." 

M inister of Communica¬ 
tions, Works and Public 
Utilities Cedric Liburd said 
the multi-million-dollar 
road construction 

programme would see the 
building of roads in several 
residential areasof St. K itts. 

Residential housing areas 
listed fortheconstruction of 
roadsareStonefort,G eorge 
Peace, G reen Tree, G undo 
Field, Saddlers, Newton 
Ground, Tabernacle, Lime 
Kiln,Taylorsand Bird Rock. 

This EC $15 million road 
programme isin addition to 
the reconstruction of Cayon 
Street between St. K i tts B ot- 
tling Company and 
K ittstodarts, now in 
progress, and the recon¬ 
struction of Bay Road in 
B asseterre between the W ar 
M emorial and Pelical M all. 
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Hughes says no to opposition proposal 


ANGU ILLA —ChiefM inis- 
ter Hubert Hughes in his 
press conference with Ra¬ 
dio Anguilla on Friday said 
he had written a negative 
response to the 0 pposition, 
which he was posting that 
day, i n repl y to thei r I etter of 
October 11 offering a pro¬ 
posal to end the present im¬ 
passe. 

The 0 pposition's letter of¬ 


fered to end thei r boycott of 
the H ouse of Assembly to 
deal with outstanding busi¬ 
ness, if H ughessentan irre¬ 
vocable order to the G over- 
nor for the dissolution of 
the H ouse by N ovember 15 
and set a date for new elec¬ 
tions before D ecember 10. 

H ughes referred to the let¬ 
ter as shallow and said he 
had given theO pposition an 


almost immediate response 
some time ago in a press 
conference. 

"A si said before, it was a 
very shallow letter, it had 
nothing new and I amusing 
the occasion to remind the 
0 pposition of a few salient 
facts." H e then proceeded 
to read a very lengthy and 
acrimonious response re- 
jectingtheO pposition'spro- 


Scotia bank launches 
Y2K compliant ATM 


ST. KITTS-St. Kitts and 
Nevis customers of the vari¬ 
ous branches of the Bank of 
N ova Scotia, popularly called 
Scotiabank, now have Auto¬ 
mated Teller Machines 
(ATMs) that will serve them 
into the new century. 

The bank completed the in¬ 
stallation of a Y 2K compliant 
ATM at its Fort Street head 
office in St. Kitts over the 
weekend and theATM isnow 
open to customers. 

Speaking to The D aily H er- 


ald from her Fort Street of¬ 
fice, Y vonneT yrell explained, 
"We have moved out the old 
ATM and installed anewIBM 
4789 ATM that has virtually 
the same features as the old 
one." 

Customers can use the new 
ATM for their regular trans¬ 
actions, including credit card 
transactions. I n addition, the 
bank hasinstal led a new piece 
of equipment, a cash dis¬ 
penser, at the Fort Street 
branch. It will be in operation 


from Tuesday, N ovember 9. 
Tyrell explained thatthecash 
dispenser would function al¬ 
most like a regular ATM , but 
could only be used for cash 
withdrawals made either with 
the regular Scotiabank card 
or the Mastercard Credit 
Card. She said, "Customers 
will not be able to make de¬ 
posits using this cash dis¬ 
penser." 

She confirmed to this paper 
that "Scotiabank is looking 
into the possibility of install¬ 
ing another cash dispenser 
somewhere on the island, but 
no final decision has been 
made as yet. The location is 
still to be determined." 

Tyrell also confirmed that 
the Bird Rock Branch of the 
bank had a Y 2K-compliant 
ATM in operation. She said 
the Nevis office of the bank 
had one installed long ago and 
that it wasY2K compliant, so 
customers need not worry 
about anything. 

All the three Scotiabank 
machines are in full opera¬ 
tion alreadyand will bejoined 
by the services of the cash 
dispenser on November 9. 


New phase o/ 

ALMOND 

GROVE 

ESTATE 

Available /or sale 

Complete 

infrastructure, 

security 

Magnificent ocean 
and lagoon view 

Special 
introductory 
prices available 
Lots from 

1100m 2 to 2000m 2 
Prices from 
$47,000 to $95,000 

Contact us at 22421 
or ask your 
Real Estate Agent 



Tessa Isaac, an employee of Scotiabank, at the new Y2K 
compliantATM outside the entrance to the F ort Street head 
office of Scotiabank in St. Kitts. 


posal. 

H ughesmaintained that he 
was not running a minority 
government and that he had 
the support of the majority 
of theA nguillian people. H e 
questioned theO pposition's 
leadership qualities and 
their motives, which he said 
were selfish and self-seek¬ 
ing. "You are demanding 
the resignation of my G ov- 
ernment.Y ou mustfi rst con¬ 
vince both the el ectorate and 
the M inister member of my 
G overnmentthere isa cred¬ 
ible alternative and people 
do not believe so." He con¬ 
tinued:'^ ourrecipesetout 
in your letter isa recipe for 
disaster. Thecombi nation of 
the Opposition would be¬ 
came catastrophe to the 
wishes of all Anguilla." 

The way forward, he sug¬ 
gested, was that the 0 pposi¬ 
tion do the duty for which 
they had been elected and 
for which they were being 
paid and thatwas to transact 
the people's business in the 
House of Assembly. 

H esaid, "Thisisyour duty 
and I suggest that you should 
do your duty. H owever, the 
tactics you have employed 
would result in the wanton 
spendingofmoneyinacourt 
case. Your immediate re¬ 
turn the H ouse of A ssembly 


would save us some money, 
with which we could payour 
civil servants some sort of 
Christmas bonus under 
these difficult circum¬ 
stances. 

" L et us not forget that none 
of us has the divine right to 
be reelected; that they, 
people who vote us out or 
voteusinonthe4thofM arch 
would certainly vote us out 
at theveryelectionsyou are 
cal ling for if you continue to 
putthispeaceful little island 
of ours through such pres¬ 
sure by selfish, self-seeking 
motives and blackmail." 

H ughes ended the letter by 
throwing out a challenge to 
theO pposition: "I n yourlet- 
ter you implied that our 
people are not well served 
and that hardships are im¬ 
posed on them. I am not 
aware that in the day-to-day 
running of Government 
where our people are not 
well served nor where hard- 
shipsare imposed, but if you 
are, then I throw out the 
challenge, come over to 
M acedoniaand serve, come 
and help us, not seeking for 
any reward, but to do the 
will of the people who 
elected you." 

At the same press confer¬ 
ence, the Chief M inister 
read a letter he had received 


from Speaker of the H ouse 
of Assembly Roy Rogers, 
regarding a proposal the 
Speaker had made to 
H ughes in a meeting in Oc¬ 
tober that a sped al sitting of 
the H ouse be convened to 
deal with Rules of Proce¬ 
dure in the matter of a quo¬ 
rum. 

The matter is now in the 
courts and to settle out of 
court would save litigation 
costs. The letter said that 
H ughes had agreed to the 
proposal at that meeti ng and 
was asking for speedy action 
on the matter. A stheH ouse 
isnowon prorogued ughes 
would have to lift that pro¬ 
rogue. 

H ughes denied having 
agreed to the Speaker's of¬ 
fer and rejected the letter, 
saying that Rogers had no 
guarantee that the four 0 p- 
position members were pre¬ 
pared to come to the H ouse 
of A ssembly. 

Further, he said, "Any 
meeting of the H ouse can¬ 
not just look at the Rules of 
Procedure, any meeting of 
the H ouse would have to do 
the most important things 
first and that is pass the Fi¬ 
nance Bills that we have 
there to pay people who are 
on contract who cannot be 
paid." 
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Antigua uncovers money 
laundering by Ukrainian 


ST JOHN'S, Antigua- 
TheAntiguaand Barbuda 
government on Monday 
said it had uncovered a 
major Ukrainian money 
laundering operation in¬ 
volving nearly US $100 
million. 

A short, two-page state¬ 
ment released bythePrime 
M inister's Office in St. 
J ohn'ssaid: "TheAntigua 
and Barbuda government 
has uncovered a major 
money laundering opera¬ 
tion by a former Prime 
M inister of the U kraine, 
Pavlo Lazarenko, and has 
moved swiftly to freeze 
bank accounts and to in¬ 
form the governments of 
the Ukraine, Switzerland 
and the U nited States. 
"Thesumsinvolved inthe 
money laundering opera¬ 
tion total in excess of U S 
$80 million and appear to 
be the proceeds of major 
fraud in the U kraine and 
money laundering in Swit¬ 
zerland." 

TheAntiguaand Barbuda 
governmentsaid ithad dis¬ 
covered the money laun¬ 
dering operation when 
Euro Fed Bank, formerly 
known as the European 


Federal Bank, reported a 
suspicious activity under 
Antigua and Barbuda's 
strict regulatory require¬ 
ments. 

"A quick response from 
the Office of National 
D rug Control and M oney 
Laundering Policy 
(0 N DCP) revealed thefull 
extent of accounts held by 
Lazarenko, including I inks 
to Switzerland and the 
Ukraine," the statement 
from Prime Minister 
Lester Bird's office said. 

"On 15th October, the 
government of Antigua 
and Barbuda advised the 
governments of the 
U kraine, Switzerland and 
the U nited States of its 
findings and invited inter¬ 
ested governments to ap- 
plyfor legal assistancefrom 
Antigua and Barbuda 
which it said would be im¬ 
mediately forthcoming. 

"Since then, U S govern¬ 
ment authorities informed 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
government that 
Lazarenko was under ar- 
restin San F rancisco pend¬ 
ing extradition to Switzer¬ 
land for money launder¬ 
ing. Both the U kraine and 


Swiss governments have 
appl ied to theA ntiguan au- 
thorities for assistance 
which has been readily 
given by the A ntigua and 
Barbuda government. 

"In its application for as¬ 
sistance, the U kraine gov¬ 
ernment identified a num¬ 
ber of companies owned 
by Lazarenko which were 
used to launder money. 
The companies are regis¬ 
tered in the U nited King¬ 
dom, the Bahamas, the 
U nited States, Cayman Is- 
lands and the British Vir¬ 
gin Islands." 

The statement quoted 
Wrenford Ferrance, the 
head of The ONDCP, as 
saying, "We have frozen 
all the accounts that have 
been traceable to 
Lazarenko. We have also 
ensured that the accounts 
of Euro Fed Bank in Swit¬ 
zerland are frozen until it 
is clear how much of that 
money can be connected 
to Lazerenko." 

Ferrance asserted that 
"AntiguaandBarbudawill 
not tolerate money laun- 
deringoranyform of crimi¬ 
nal financial activityinour 
jurisdiction." 
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Francisco L abastida (right) celebrates his victory in therulingPRI's (Institutional Revolu¬ 
tionary Party) first-ever primary to choose its candidate for next year's Presidential elections 
ata hotel in Mexico City November 7. Today M exicans participated in thePRI 'sselection 
procedure for candidates for thePresidency and for Mexico City's Mayor, for the first time 
in 70 years of a tradition of hand-picked successors. 


Trinidad paper calls for end 
to Guyana-Venezuela dispute 


PORT OF SPAIN, 
Trinidad—The Express 
newspaper in Trinidad on 
M onday called for the re¬ 
sumption of peaceful nego¬ 
tiations to end tensions be¬ 
tween Venezuela and 
Guyana over a century-long 
border dispute. 

The newspaper also urged 
Barbadian jurist Oliver 
Jackman, appointed by the 
United Nations to oversee 
continued negotiationsonthe 
dispute, and the governments 
to refrain from anyaction that 
would sour relations between 
the two South A merican 
countries. 

"The dispute is 100 years 
old thisyear but thereare still 
possibilities for a new and 
peaceful resolution," the pa¬ 
per said in an editorial. 

"Neighbours should agree 
to disagree. The entire Car¬ 
ibbean would wish Guyana 
and Venezuela to resume 
peaceful negotiations to this 
dispute," it added. 

The 100-year old dispute 
results from an award by an 
international tribunal in Oc¬ 
tober 1899 that demarcated 
the borders as it now exists. 
Venezuela, however, has 
been making claims to two- 
thirds of Guyana's 83,000 
square miles that covers most 
of the mineral rich areas of 
the Essequibo region. 


The Express said that when 
the border dispute began 
heati ng up i n the late 60s and 
early 70s, this country's first 
Prime M inister Dr Eric Wil¬ 
liams, now deceased, brought 


the two countries to the dis¬ 
cussion table. 

It said were it not for Dr 
Williams'timelyintervention, 
the dispute might have led to 
violence. 


Dutch seek to quiz 
Bouterse over deaths 


AMSTERDAM-A Dutch 
court is seeking to question 
Suriname's former military 
leader Desi Bouterse over 
thekillingof 15dissidentsin 
the former D utch colony in 
December 1982, the public 
prosecutor's office said on 
M onday. 

"The A msterdam court has 
asked the public 
prosecutor's office to inves¬ 
tigate whether Bouterse can 
be prosecuted in the Neth¬ 
erlands for the killings," a 
spokeswoman told R euters. 
Several relatives of the vic¬ 
tims had filed legal com- 
plai ntswith the prosecutor's 
officefornotprosecutingthe 
former military leader, she 
said. 

"We are now investigating 
whether we can summon 
Bouterse for questioning on 
the basis of D utch criminal 
law, or on crimes against 
humanity," the spokes- 


Desi Bouterse 
woman said. 

Bouterse staged military 
coups in the Latin Ameri¬ 
can colony in 1980 and 1990. 
During his rule 15 dissident 
politicians, intellectualsand 
journalists were shot dead 
in December 1982. 

InJ ulyhewassentenced in 
absentia bya D utch court to 
16 years in prison and a fine 
of 4.7 million guilders ($2.8 
miIIion) for drug smuggling. 
Bouterse has dismissed the 
ruling as politically moti¬ 
vated. 

Bouterse, 54, still lives in 
Suriname, a country of 
400,000 which gained inde¬ 
pendence from the N ether- 
lands in 1975, where he 
served as chief adviser to 
President Jules 

Wijdenbosch until the head 
of state sacked him in A pril. 

H ewieldsenormouspower 
and heads governing Na¬ 
tional Democratic Party. 
















Latam heads to condemn 
US embargo on Cuba 


Price hike 
coming after 
tariff cuts 

CASTRIES.St. Lucia—InSt. 
Lucia, drinkers of imported 
canned beer and whisky will 
have to pay more to support 
their habits, starting J anuary 
1 . 

Parliamentarians here have 
just approved increases in the 
import duties on these prod¬ 
ucts, certain types of motor 
vehicles, and spare parts, ex¬ 
plosives and fireworks. 

The increases are designed 
to recoup revenue that will be 
lost due to further reduction 
of the Caribbean 
Community's Common Ex¬ 
ternal Tariff (CET) on goods 
imported from third coun¬ 
tries. 

St. Lucia's Prime M inister 
and M inister of Finance 
KennyA nthonysuggested last 
week that the alcoholic bev¬ 
erages were being specially 
targeted because government 
wanted to discourage the 
abuse of alcohol and elimi¬ 
nate certain behaviour asso¬ 
ciated with such abuse. 

H owever, he admitted that 
the government also had to 
consider protection for the 
island's developing alcohol 
industry. "H appily, these dis¬ 
tilleries we have here under¬ 
stand that they have to sur¬ 
vive on the open market," the 
St. Lucia leader said. 

" B ut we can not al I ow a si tu- 
ation where other persons, by 
all manner of devices, ensure 
that they export al co ho I to St. 
Lucia to attempt to kill our 
industry." 

Exceptions to the duty hikes 
will be beer in 19 liter contain¬ 
ers, beer and stout in bottles, 
and bottled rum not exceed¬ 
ing 46 per cent proof. D uties 
on beer in metal containers, 
whisky, vodka, gin and brandy 
are expected to increase from 
13.6 per cent. 

Duties on vehicles exceed¬ 
ing 18,000 cylindersbutfewer 
than 2,000 cc are expected to 
increase by 2.5 per cent. A n- 
thony said this would not af¬ 
fect the vast majority of St. 
Lucianswho acquired vehicles 
of 1800 cc or under. The rate 
on new vehicles of over 2000 
cc but not exceeding 3000 cc 
would be no more than 5 per 
cent. 


HAVANA, Cuba-Heads 
of L ati n A meri ca, Spai n and 
Portugal will unite against 
the nearly four-decade-old 
U S embargo on communist- 
ruled Cuba in a joint decla¬ 
ration at the end of next 
week's Ibero-American 
Summit in H avana. 
Theleaderswill also pledge 
theircommitmentto democ¬ 
racy and political plurality, 
and warn of the perils a 
globalized economy pre¬ 
sents for poorer nations, ac¬ 
cord i ng to a d raft versi o n of 
the Declaration of H avana 
seen on M onday byR euters. 
The largely predictable 12- 
point document was negoti¬ 
ated ahead of the summit by 
advance delegations from 
the 21 countries that form 
the Ibero-American region 
and participate in itsannual 
meeting. Five presidents — 
from Argentina, Chile, Nica¬ 
ragua, Costa Rica and El 
Salvador — are boycotting 
the meeting either as a pro¬ 


test against Spain over the 
case of former Chilean dic¬ 
tator Augusto Pinochet, or 
due to political differences 
with Cuba. 

Theregion'sfresh condem¬ 
nation of the U .S. sanctions 
on Havana, in place since 
soon after the 1959 Cuban 
Revolution, will please 
President Fidel Castro, who 
is hosting the Nov. 15- 16 
summit for the first time. 
"We repeat our firm rejec¬ 
tion of all unilateral and ex¬ 
tra-territorial measurescon- 
traryto international lawand 
the commonly-accepted 
rules of free trade," reads 
point three of the prelimi¬ 
nary version of the declara¬ 
tion. 

"In this context we reiter¬ 
ate again our exhortation to 
the U S government to end 
the application of the 
Helms-Burton law, in con¬ 
formity with the resolutions 
of the U .N. General Assem¬ 
bly," it adds. 


CASTRIES, St. Lucia-St. 
Vincent's Finance Minister, 
A rnhim Eustace, said on Sun- 
daythattheW indward I slands 
would not "sit idly by" and 
allow the destruction of the 
company which markets the 
islands' bananas—the Wind¬ 
ward Islands Banana Devel¬ 
oping and Exporting Com¬ 
pany (WIBDECO). 

H ewascommentingon com¬ 
ments made by Chairman of 
the St. Lucia Banana Corpo¬ 
ration (SLBC) Patrick J oseph, 
who said farmers were getting 
a raw deal from WIBDECO. 
A ddressing the 30th annual 
convention of the opposition 
U nitedWorkersParty(U WP) 
of St. Lucia, Eustace traced 
the various contributions the 
banana marketing company 
had made since its formation 
in 1994. 

"We are not going to sit idly 
by and watch them destroy 
the industryfor their own self¬ 
ish ends... what so many in St. 
Lucia and the Windwards 


fought so hard to build. St. 
V incent and the G renadines 
will fight them to the end," 
Eustace said. 

J oseph has been threaten¬ 
ing to pull his farming group 


ST. THOMAS, U SVI—TheVir- 
gin Islands government has re¬ 
ceived US $4.3 million from 
AT&T,thegianttelephonecom- 
pany, from a settlement in con¬ 
nection with the 1996dri 11 i ng mud 
spill at Butler Bay in St. Croix. 

A cheque for the money was 
handed overtoGovernorCharles 
Turnbull on Saturday, a govern¬ 
ment release said. The govern¬ 
ment said it expected a cheque 
for another U S $400,000 to ar¬ 
rive within the next week. 

The money represents the bulk 
of the U S $8 million the tele¬ 
phone company agreed to pay 
the government in a settlement 
reached in M arch this year. The 
government agreed to accept $8 


out of WIBDECO which he 
claims has been denying 
Windward I slands(Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Lucia, St. 
V incent) farmers some mon¬ 
ies from bananas. 


million of the $23 million fine the 
Department of Planning and 
N atural R esourceslevied against 
AT&T. 

By law, half of the $4.3 million 
payment will go into the U nion 
Administration Fund, which is 
designed to provide funds the 
government owes in back-pay to 
public servants. 

The other half will be put to use 
in the general operations of the 
government. AT&T had been 
cited for more than 2,500 viola¬ 
tions in connection with its fibre- 
optic cable project at Butler Bay 
on St. Croix. 

The project caused a spill which 
killed conch and damaged frail 
coral reefs. 


Deloitte & 

Touche 

& 

Would like to inform the general public that its 
offices will be closed from Wednesday November 10, 
through Friday November 12,1999 in connection 
with its annual 'Family Day' celebrations 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


AT&T funds for USVI 


Drug-mule appeals sentence 


HAMILTON, Bermuda- 
A J amaican salesman, jailed 
inj ulyforl2yearsforsmug- 
gling liquid cocaine in rum 
bottlesinto Bermuda, is ap- 
pealing his conviction and 
sentence, lawyers said. 
Clifton H opetonM orrison, 
38, was co nvi cted i n J u I y of 
possession of cocaine worth 
U S $90,000dollarsand pos¬ 


session with intent to sup¬ 
ply. 

At the Court of Appeal, 
Morrison's lawyer Victoria 
Pearman questioned theac- 
curacyof police notesabout 
when her client was under 
arrest. She said that at the 
Supreme Court trial police 
had stated M orrison had 
been arrested at Bermuda 


International Airport, but 
Morrison said officers had 
told him that he was not 
under arrest at that point. 

She said the notes showed 
that M orrison had wanted a 
break during the interview, 
at which point he wanted to 
be taken for a ride around 
Bermuda. He later said he 
wanted to tell everything. 
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No more foreign policy 

s Bush 


pop quizzes, says 


ORLANDO, Florida—No Askedwhathethoughtabout 


more "garbage" pop quizzes the pop quizand criticism that 
on foreign policyfor R epubli- he lacked the intellectual acu- 


can presidential candidate men to be president, Bush 


George W. Bush. 

TheT exas governor on M on- 


responded by comparing the 
quiz to an incident earlier this 


day defended his inability to month in Austin, Texas, when 
namefour world leaders, said he was narrowly missed by a 


he was sawy enough for the dump truck while jogging.' 
White House and swore off thinkthegarbagetruckdriver, 


surprisequizzesfortherestof you know, the guy never hit 
the 2000 election campaign, me with the garbage truck ei- 


Since Bush was caught off ther. 1 
guardwithatestonthenames But Bush bristled when 


of leaders of four world hot asked if, in retrospect, he 
spots—whichheflunked—he might have handled the Bos- 


US says the French just 
to be different 


has tried to reassure voters ton interview better. "I just 
thathisinabilityto recall such told the truth." he said. "The 


namesisirrelevanttohisabil- presidentoftheU nitedStates, 
ity to be president. "People he says I understand. Three 


trying 


are asking the question who orfourforeign policyadvisers 
can lead, who can set an to former presidents, they 


agenda. I haven't memorised didn't know the answers." 
every leader's name, but I Although Democratic presi- 


W A S H I N G T 0 N — T he both of whom questioned the achieve our objectives—the know exactly how I want to dential front-runner V ice 
United States on Monday willingness of the United way we worked together in f ° a ' ar,rl “" f Al r -‘ 

made light of European at- States to act as a partner in a Kosovo. When we have dif- 


lead the world to peace," he President AI Gore attacked 
told reporters at a news con- Bush, saying the incident was 


temptstokeepadistancefrom multilateral system. Vedrine ferences,asinthecaseoflraq ference during a fund-raising symptomatic of the Texan' 


U.S. policy, saying French called the United States a or others, it becomes harder trip to F lorida. 


naivete in foreign policy, 


B ush, asked by a B oston tele- P resi d ent B i 11CI i nto n al I owed 


policy-makers especially "hyperpower" and said to achieve our objectives.' , , . 

sometimes disagree with France wanted a multipolar "Certainly we want to be a v| sion reporter last week to thatthequizmissedthemark, 

Washington just to show that world with E urope as a pole, partner with European coun- name the leaders of India, noting that Bush would soon 

they are different. Chirac deplored the trend tries, including F ranee, in pur- Pakistan, Taiwan and learn the names if he were 

State Department spokes- toward isolationism and suing our joint interests, and Chechnya-could come up president, 

man James Rubin also said unilateralism in U .S. politics, we want to act in a way that is with only a fragment of one, Bush also pointed out that 
French leadershad a puzzling exemplified by the U.S. based on partnership," he Lee ' forTaiwan sPresident Bill Bradley, the vice 

obsession with a powerful Senate's refusal to ratify the added. Lee Teng-hui. The surprise president'sonlyopponentfor 

United States, when they Comprehensive Test Ban But European countries *] u ' z has sparked a growing the Democratic nomination, 

should worrymoreaboutlraqi Treaty and the should also understand that debate over whether knowing adopted "a pretty interesting 

weapons programmes. "The administration's plan to de- the U nited States sometimes those names has anything to approach" when the same 

desire on the part of occa- velop a missile defence sys- hasto solve problems outside Wlth presidential leader- D ”' + "" 


sionally some (politicians) in tern. 


F ranee to differentiate them- 


E urope. "Our national inter- ship potential, whether itcon- 

r+ifi “ nnFrh n" i i m r\ i rrv 


IL.™-...-*,*.—Rubin said: "We do find it ests require us, as a global 
selvesfrom the United States puzzling and very strange in- power, often to act in ways andwhetherBush sfront-run- 
by disagreeing when they deed that French leaders different than European 
don’t really disagree is a mat- would spend so much time countries," he added. 


aged or merely embarrassed. 


anymore,'" Bush told report¬ 
ers."! guessthat'sthetackl'll 


ter of frustration," R ubin told and focus on the dangers to 


a his daily briefing. 


F ranee of a powerful U nited 


"To be different than the States rather than the dan- 
U nited States doesn't add to gersboth we and Franceface 


anycountry'sforceunlessthe from Iraq and others that 
difference isjustified, and of- would build weapons of mass 


ten we feel that being differ- 
entfordifference'ssakesome- 
timesdrivessomein E urope," 
he added. 

The spokesman was answer- 


destruction. 

H e said W ashington was ac¬ 
customed to accusations of 


and professional basketball 
star, has proposed a plan to 


Job Opportunity 


speechesbyFrench President to be the U nited States" he est attack yet on,AI Goreon be able to agree on it. 

Jacques Chirac and Foreign added."Ourviewisthatwhen M onday, accusing the vice H is statement turned 
Minister H ubert V edrine, we work together, wetend to presidentofabandoningthe around Gore'searlier accu- 

principle of providing all sation that Bradley had run extend health insurance to 
A mericanswith health care, away from the fight against most of the 44 million 
Frontstreet201 B In a speech to the Ameri- Republicans when he gave Americanswhoarenotcov- 

^ J Philipsburg, Sint Maarten can Public H ealth A ssocia- uphisSenateseatfromNew ered today. H esayshisplan, 

4^ Anuiinc tion, Bradley said G ore had J ersey in 1996. "We know which offers poor families 

learned the wrong lessons what's right, it's stay and governmentsubsidiestobuy 
fromthefailureofPresident fight,"Gorehasbeentelling health insurance, will cost 
Bill Clinton's health care votersonthecampaigntrail. between $50 billion and $65 
packageinl994,perhapsthe Bradley has vowed not to billion a year over the next 
worst defeat of the Clinton let his campaign against decade, 
presidency. "In the case of Gore get personal and nasty Gore,whoseleadoverBra- 
healthcare,AIGoredecided and until now has stuck to dley in national polls is 
it wasn't worth standing and that strategy. But he clearly shrinking, has put forward a 
fighting.Heabandonedthat decided he could not carry less ambitious plan that 
fundamental Democratic on taking blows from the would extend health care to 
principleof basichealthcare vice president without re- 11 million children who are 
for all Americans he had sponding. currently uninsured by 

talked about so much in the H ealth care is shaping as 2005—a plan that will cost 
campaign of 1992," Bradley oneofthekeydifferencesin around $32 billion over 10 
declared. the race between G ore and years. 
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start taking now." 

B ut A nd rew B en nett, a pu b- 
lic policy professor at 
G eorgetown U niversity, pre- 
d i cted th at the effect of B u sh's 
flub would be longer lasting 
than the barbs of comedians 
and cartoonists. "Now, for the 
rest of the campaign, voters 
and the media will be asking 
doeshehavetheforeign policy 
experience. Thisisnotthefirst 
time he has messed up on 
this," said Bennett. "By now, 
he should be readyfor the big 
time. H e has to be ready to 
answer these types of ques¬ 
tions." 

M any analysts and rivals for 
the presidency in 2000, includ¬ 
ing Gore, see foreign policy 
as Bush's biggest vulnerabil¬ 
ity, and thefailed quizasrein- 
forcing a perception that he is 
a lightweight. I talso hasraised 
the stakes for Bush in two 
Republican presidential de¬ 
bates next month, where his 
challengers are likely to test 
his knowledge of foreign 
policy again. 


Clinton team 
to Beijing 
to resume 
WTO talks 


Boston reporter tried the 
sametacticontheformerNew 


stitutes "gotcha" journalism Jerseysenator."Hesaid,Tm 
not going to play that game 


Bradley blasts Gore for 
quitting on health care 


CH ICAGO —Democratic H e said providing univer- Bradley for next year's 
hegemony, from China the presidentia | candidate Bill sal health care was so basic Democratic Party presiden- 
M iddle East and sometimes 


nn mmcHnnc r0r0 nt c B rad I ey I au nch ed hisfierc- that al I D emocrats o ught to tial nomination. Bradley, a 

ng questions on recent Europe. Thatswhatitmeans oet , a(+:i ^ WQl . rin A | r.nr*™ h^kioi-nwoonnit former three term senator 


WASHINGTON-President 
Bill Clintonsenthistoptrade 
negotiator and a key White 
HouseaidetoChinaonM on¬ 
day to try to hammer out an 
agreement for Beijing to join 
the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), the 
White House said. 

Thetrip appears to bea last- 
ditch effort to reach an ac¬ 
cord bytheend of the month, 
when ministers from the 134 
WTO memberswill gather in 
Seattleto launch a new round 
of world trade talks. 

Such an agreement, if it can 
be nailed down after months 
of halting negotiations that 
broke down entirely when 
NATO bombed the Chinese 
embassy in Belgrade on M ay 
7, would offer U.S. compa¬ 
nies much broader access to 
the Chinese market—poten¬ 
tially the world's largest with 
1.2 billion consumers. 
WhiteH ousespokesmanj oe 
LockhartsaidthatU .S.Trade 
Representative Charlene 
Barshefskywasflying to China 
with Gene Sperling, who 
chairs the influential White 
House National Economic 
Council. "The president, as 
part of our efforts to reach an 
agreement on WTO, has 
asked (her) to travel to China 
for two days of talks to see if 
we can reach an agreement 
with the Chinese on a viable 
basisfor(their) accession into 
WTO," he told reporters. 
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International is 


Praise and blame on 
10th Wall anniversary 


BERLIN — Germans began 
celebrating the 10th anni¬ 
versary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall by honouring 
on M onday the U .S. and 
Soviet leaders who ended 
their Cold War division. 

Butin a profound ironyof 
timing, a court rejected an 
appeal by the E ast G erman 
Communist leader who 
opened the border on No¬ 
vember 9, 1989, condemn¬ 
ing him to pass Tuesday's 
anniversary contemplating 
a lengthy jail term for his 
part in the killingsof would- 
be escapers befo re the W al I 
camedown.AsformerU .S. 
P resi d ent G eo rge B ush was 
made an honorary citizen 
of reunited Berlin at a fes¬ 
tive gathering in city hall 
attended by his then Ger¬ 
man and Soviet counter¬ 
parts, H elmut Kohl and 
M ikhail Gorbachev, Egon 



Krenz was consulting law¬ 
yers on how to stave off go¬ 
ing to prisonfor manslaugh¬ 
ter. 

Leader of East Germany 
for just six weeks in the au¬ 
tumn of 1989, Krenz has 
never been among those 
credited with the peaceful 


resolution of Europe's40 
years of Cold Wardivision 
and has consistently dis¬ 
missed histreatmentatthe 
hands of the reunited Ger¬ 
man judicial system as 
victor's justice. 

"I willwearmyprisonuni- 
form with more honour 
than certain judgesdo their 
robes," said the 62-year- 
old. He has already ap¬ 
pealed to the European 
Court of H uman Rights in 
Strasbourg. 

Kohl and Bush praised 
G orbachev, whose reforms 
of Soviet communism 
paved the wayfor the popu- 
lar pressure for freedoms 
that prompted Krenz to 
open the Wall. "We can 
never repay the debt we 
owe M ikhail Gorbachev," 
Bush said of the former 
Kremlin leader, who was 
awarded G ermany's high¬ 
est civil honour on Sun¬ 
day. 

Y et 200 km (120 miles) 
awayin Leipzig,judgesup- 
heldthesix-and-a-halfyear 
sentence imposed on his 
one-ti me al ly K renz in A u- 
gust 1997. On bail since 
then, legal formalities 
mean itwill be so me weeks 
at least before hefindshim- 
self behind bars. 

Three-year sentences on 
similar specimen man¬ 
slaughter charges werealso 
upheld onfellow Politburo 
members Guenther 
Kleiber and Guenter 
Schabowski, the spokes¬ 
man who announced the 
opening of the Wall to an 
astonished world. 



Europe may need US-style 
ballistic missile defence 


COPENHAGEN-Euro- 
pean countries may need to 
deploy missile defences 
against hostile states similar 
to thesystem planned by the 
U nitedStatesin violation of 
the anti-ballistic missile 
(ABM ) treaty, a senior U .S. 
diplomat said on M onday. 
A rguingthatcountries hos¬ 
tile to the West like North 
Korea and Iran may target 
long-range missiles against 
its territory, Washington is 
urging both NATO allies 
and Russia to agree to 
amend the ABM accord 
signed by the U nited States 
and Soviet U nion in 1972. 
The treaty I i m i ts d efence sys- 
temsdesigned to shootdown 
enemy missiles to one site 
each for the U nited States 


and Russia. 

"The proliferation of long- 
range missiles—which could 
be equipped with nuclear, 
chemical or biological war¬ 
heads— isasmuch of athreat 
for E urope as it is for North 
America," Alexander 
Vershbow, U .S. permanent 
representative to NATO, 
said. 

"Allies may need to look 
more seriously at the possi¬ 
bility of theatre missile de¬ 
fence," he said at the "Rus¬ 
sia— 10Y earsAfter" confer¬ 
ence arranged by the D anish 
Foreign M inistry and the 
Danish Institute for Interna¬ 
tional Affairs. 

On Friday, a U nited Na¬ 
tions committee adopted a 
resolution sponsored byRus- 


sia, China and Belarus 
aimed at pressing the 
U nited States not to pro¬ 
ceed with its planned na¬ 
tional missile defence 
(NMD). Vershbow said 
critics should realise that 
the project enjoyed solid 
supportamongboth D emo- 
cratsandRepublicansinthe 
U .S. Congress and that 
Washington would not "let 
our right to defend our 
homeland be subject to a 
Russian veto." 

V ershbow said the U nited 
States had notyetmadeup 
its mind whether to go 
ahead with the missile de¬ 
fence, but that President 
Bill C linton "could verywel I 
makean initial deployment 
decision next summer." 



British Prime Minister Tony Blair (L) and Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Guterres 
applaud during the opening ceremony of the three-day International Socialists congress 
in Paris on Monday. 


World centre-left summit 
bypasses Third Way debate 


PARIS—A world summit of 
centre-left parties on M onday 
sidestepped a clash with pro¬ 
business "Third Way" leaders 
by agreeing on a compromise 
stand short on practical pro¬ 
posals for dealing with 
globalisation. 

A congress of the Socialist 
International, a loose club of 
more than 130 leftist parties, 
issued a declaration urging a 
reform of the International 
M onetary Fund and more glo¬ 
bal regulation of speculative 
funds and money laundering. 
But it refrained from consider¬ 
ing concrete domestic policy 
measures, as British Prime 
M inisterTonyBlairchallenged 
hiscolleaguesto do, and ended 
up with proposals acceptable 
both to New Labour and its 
harshest critics, the French 
Socialists. 

The contrast between new 
business-friendlypolicies— ad¬ 
vocated by Blair and German 
Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder—and more tradi¬ 
tional socialist rhetoric domi¬ 
nated the opening day of the 
three-yearly congress due to 
end on Wednesday. 

W ith 11 of the 15 E uropean 
Union states led by Socialist 
I nternational member parties, 
the speeches touched on key 
issuesoffutureEuropean poli¬ 
cies. Buttherivalswerecareful 
notto clash openly and wereat 
pains to stress their common 
values. "A forum likethisistoo 
big to have a real debate," said 
one delegate, who asked notto 
be named. 

"The management of 
globalisation calls for better 
and stronger political actions," 
the joint declaration said. "A 
world without commitments 
and rules will tend towards in¬ 
equality and disjunction.” 

It listed global goals includ¬ 
ing debt annulment for poor 
countries, continued humani¬ 
tarian intervention in crisesand 
more permanent membersfor 
the United Nations Security 
Council. It also called for a 


U .N . "Economic Security 
Council". 

"It is essential to ensure 
greater transparency in the in¬ 
ternational financial system 
and to establish prudential 
rules for all financial institu¬ 
tions, includingthespeculative 
investmentfundsand extrater¬ 
ritorial entities, to abolish fis¬ 
cal havens, to limit the poten¬ 
tially destabilisingeffectsof the 
circulationofshort-termspecu- 
lativeflowsof capital to emerg¬ 
ing countries," it added. 

The passages on increased 
global regulation of markets 
echoed cal Is by F ranee's rul i ng 
Socialists while other sections 
supporting more enterprise 
and individual responsibility 
were clearly from proposals 
submitted by Blair and 
Schroeder. 

Blair, who once angered the 
Socialist I nternational by sug¬ 
gesting it should give way to a 
more openly centrist group, 
challenged his colleagues in a 
livelyspeechtobecome"cham- 
pions of change" and "jettison 
outdated doctrine and dogma”. 
H e warned delegates not to 
become "conservatives of the 


left, protectingvested interests 
and bureaucraciesand old ways 
of working in the name of so¬ 
cial justice.” 

H e presented a checklist for 
centre-left policies including 
budget discipline, investment 
in education, campaigns 
against crime and social exclu¬ 
sion, welfare and pension re¬ 
form, support for small busi¬ 
nesses and modernised public 
services. 

Schroeder, under attack in his 
own party for a centrist mani¬ 
festo he issued with Blair in 
J une, said government should 
support the weak in society but 
encourage the strong to work. 
"Solidarity is not a one-way 
street," he said. 

The French, who reject the 
Blair-Schroeder manifesto and 
prefer moretraditional stirring 
leftist rhetoric, stressed com¬ 
mon left-wing values of all So¬ 
cialist I nternational members. 
Prime M inister Lionel Jospin 
said the left now accepted the 
market economy but added: 
"Capitalism must constantly be 
controlled and regulated. To 
be socialist is to work for more 
organisation and regulation." 
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Labastida win bolsters 


International 


Mexican ruling party 


MEXICO CITY-Mexico's 
long-ruling party on M onday 
emerged stronger ahead of 
next year's presidential elec¬ 
tions after Francisco 
Labastida, the party's per¬ 
ceived favourite, won a crush¬ 
ing victory in its first primary, 
heading off the threat of a 
damaging internal split. 

Labastida, seen as the man 
President Ernesto Zedillo 
favoured to lead the Institu¬ 
tional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) beyond 70 years in 
power in elections next year, 


won more than half the bal¬ 
lots cast on Sunday, PR I offi¬ 
cials said. "Our democracy 
meansnothing if wedon'tfight 
the main enemies—poverty, 
insecurity and corruption," 
Labastida told cheering sup¬ 
porters, pledging to give a 
"more human face" to free- 
market policies. 

Sunday's primary was the 
firsttime the PR I has all owed 
its supporters to choose a 
presidential candidate since 
it was founded in 1929. Previ¬ 
ously, Mexican presidents 


West maintains double 
standard on Chechnya 


M OSCOW —Russian For¬ 
eign M inister Igor Ivanov ac¬ 
cused theWestonM onday of 
double standards in its ap¬ 
proach to Chechnya, saying it 
had shown little interest in 
the problems of Y ugoslavia 
after 11 weeks of NATO 
bombing. 

Ivanov, speaking to report¬ 
ers after meeting Western 
ambassadors, also said the 
Western media was blowing 
out of proportion thedifficul- 
ties associated with the 
200,000 refugees fleeing the 
upsurge in fighting in sepa- 
ratistC hechnya. "A pparently, 
somebody intends to create 
the illusion of a humanitarian 
catastrophe and then apply 
pressure on Russia,” Ivanov 
said. 

"W hy are the organisations 
now coming to the North 
Caucasus so lacking in pas¬ 
sion about the situation in 
Y ugoslavia, which lost50 per¬ 
cent of its industry as a result 


of the (West's) aggression, 
and today faces a humanitar¬ 
ian catastrophe?" he thun¬ 
dered. "Why hasn't a single 
mission of the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) or the 
E uropean U nion gone to 
Yugoslavia to examine the 
state of affairs there?" 

Ivanov said this approach 
raised questions about the 
West's impartiality on hu¬ 
manitarian issues. "Thisgives 
rise to questions, both in terms 
of moral issues and in terms 
of double standards." 

M oscow fiercely opposed 
NATO'sair campaign waged 
earlier this year to force 
Y ugoslav authorities to grant 
autonomyto the ethnic A Iba- 
niansforming a majority in its 
provinceof Kosovo. Butithas 
senttroopsto work within the 
NATO-led peacekeeping 
forcein Kosovo following the 
departure of Y ugoslav Serb 
military forces and police. 


enjoyed the undisputed pre¬ 
rogative of picking their suc¬ 
cessors. 

Labastida's main opponent, 
former governor of southeast¬ 
ern Tabasco state, Roberto 
M adrazo, acknowledged his 
defeat and vowed to remain 
with the party, averting for 
now the possibility of a split 
that could have torn the PR I 
apart. T he victory i n Sunday's 
election made Labastida the 
favourite to winthej uly 2000 
presidential polls against a 
divided opposition, especially 
if the PRI remains united. 

Political analysts said the 
clear victoryfor Labastida and 
a perception the primary was 
fair bolstered the PRI. "The 
result of the primarywasspec- 
tacular.The number of people 
who voted (nearly 10 million) 
was huge. The PRI has a 
strong chanceof winning next 
year," said Luis Rubio, a po¬ 
litical commentator at the 
prestigious Colegio de 
M exico. 

A PRI statement late on 
M onday said that with 88.4 
percent of votes counted, 
L abastida had won 273 out of 
300 electoral districts. 
M adrazo won just 21 while 
the ex-governor of Puebla 
state, M anuel Bartlett, came 
away with six districts and 
former PRI president 
H umberto R oque won none. 
The PR I said it would issue a 
final counton Wednesday. 
Of 8.0 million votescounted, 
Labastida'stallyamounted to 
4.4 mi llion, giving him thetidy 
majority over M adrazo, with 
about 2.3 million votes, that 
analysts had predicted would 
erode the latter's ability to 
contest the result. 

Early in the campaign the 
47-year-old M adrazo had ap¬ 
peared to be mounting a sig¬ 
nificant challenge to 
Labastida, sharply criticising 
hischief adversary and the so- 
called "neoliberal," or free- 
market policies, of past presi¬ 
dents. M adrazo had warned 
there would be trouble if the 
primary was rigged. Down¬ 
cast, M adrazo said he would 
continue to represent those 
in the party who wanted 
greater democratic change 
and lamented the "old iner¬ 
tias" in the PRI that per¬ 
suaded voters to pick the party 
leadership's presumed 
favourite, Labastida. 

The conservative opposition 
National Action Party (PAN) 
derided the result, saying it 
confirmed the view that 
Labastida would in years gone 
by have been the president's 
"chosen one," or "el bueno" 
(the good one), and that the 
ballot was just a theatrical 
show dressed up as democ¬ 
racy. 


Reformist Iran editor 
defies hardline court 


TEH RAN —Outspoken Ira¬ 
nian newspaper editor 
Mashallah Shamsolvaezin, 
charged with forgery and in¬ 
sulting Islamic principles, de¬ 
fied ahardlinejudgeon M on¬ 
day by vowing notto speak in 
the absence of a jury. 

"I will not speak, I will not 
say a word until the jury sits," 
Shamsolvaezin told judge 
Saeed M ortazavi, a hardliner 
who heads a special press 
court. 

"Court hearings are unlaw¬ 
ful without ajury," hetold the 
judge, referringto I ran'spress 
laws which allow jury trials. 

Shamsolvaezin, editor-in- 
chief of the reformist Asr-e 
Azadegan daily, was arrested 


Berlin man 
buried in 
own trash 


last week on charges linked to 
the banning of his previous 
newspaper, Neshat. The 
charges stem from articles in 
N eshat which criticised capi¬ 
tal punishment and the Is¬ 
lamic law of retribution, 
summed up in the injunction 
"an eye for an eye". 

M ortazavi, who under Ira¬ 
nian law doubles as prosecu¬ 
tor, has charged 
Shamsolvaezin offorgingafax 
to cover up his own involve¬ 
ment in publishing the anti¬ 
death penalty articles. 
"Charging me with forging a 
fax message is (as outrageous 
as) chargingj udgeM ortazavi 
with beingasupporterof press 
freedoms," Shamsolvaezin 
said of the judge responsible 
for the closure of several re¬ 
formist publications. 

N eshat's publisher Latif Sa¬ 
fari isappealingagainstatwo- 
and-a-half year jail sentence 
imposed on him in the case. 
Over the past two years 
Shamsolvaezin has been the 
editor of the outspoken 
J ameah, Tous and Neshat 
dailies, which have all been 


BERLIN—A Berlinarchitect 
who apparentlydied of a heart 
attack was found buried be¬ 
neath piles of rubbish i n a flat 
so cluttered with waste that 
rescue workers had to remove 
his corpse through a wi ndow, 
a newspaper said on M on¬ 
day. 

The51-year-old man had not 
let anyone into his two-room 
flat for the last 10 years, 
neighbours told the B.Z. tab¬ 
loid in a report under the 
headline: "Berlin architect 
suffocates on his own rub¬ 
bish". 

Pictures of the flat in the 
working-class district of 
Reinickendorf showed rub¬ 
bish bags, boxesandfood con- 
tainers piled up more than a 
metre high throughout the 
flat, which was so messy that 
police couldn't open thefront 
door. 


closed down by the conserva¬ 
tive-led judiciary. "I was ar¬ 
rested last year and charged 
with acting against national 
security, this year for suppos- 
edlyfalsifyingdocumentsand 
probably will be arrested next 
year for breaking a 
neighbours' window as a 
child," Shamsolvaezin said. 

He also protested against a 
bail of 500 million rialssetby 
the court, saying such an 
amount was the standard for 
manslaughter and not press 
offences.Thevalueof the bail 
is equivalent to $167,000 at 
therial'sofficial rate,onethird 
of that on the black market. 

In an open letter to Presi¬ 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
last month, Shamsolvaezin 
appealed for protection from 
mounting pressure from 
hardliners. The move against 
the editor was the latest blow 
to the reformist movement 
backing Khatami against his 
hardline rivals. Iran's courts 
have closed several pro-re- 
form periodicals and banned 
someof their publishersfrom 
press activities. 
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Indonesia faces biggest 
Aceh separatist rally 


BANDA ACEH, Indone¬ 
sia— H undredsofthousands 
of Acehnese massed in the 
provincial capital on M on- 
day in the biggest separatist 
rally of I ndonesia's history. 

Security forces, whose 
years of brutal rule in the 
province are blamed for the 
growing separatist move¬ 
ment, were conspicuous by 
their absence as wave after 
wave of Acehnese poured 


BEIRUT—A senior U nited 
Nations official on Monday 
urged more action to elimi¬ 
nate violence against women, 
sayi ng it was one of the mai n 
obstadesto buildingacivilised 
world in the 21st century. 

"The worst problem women 
suffer from is violence. 
W o men are sti 11 su bj ect to vi o- 
lence inside their houses and 
outside, "Y akin E rturk, direc¬ 
tor of the U.N. division for 
the advancement of women 
and head of the department 
of economicandsocial affairs, 
said. 

"Women constitute half of 
society. They are entrusted 
with raising future genera¬ 
tions and yet they suffer bad 
conditions even in developed 


into the Banda Aceh city 
centre and towards its main 
mosque,shouting"! ndepen- 
dence!" and "R eferendum!" 

A sked i n a weekend i nter- 
view the chances of Aceh 
breaking away, regional au¬ 
tonomy minister Ryaas 
Rasyidtold Reuters:"I think 
50-50. Psychologically, (the 
rebels) have been very, very 
successful in internalising 
the spirit of referendum 


countries," she told Reuters 
in an interview on the side¬ 
lines of a meeting to discuss 
the status of women ahead of 
the millennium. 

According to a World Bank 
study, at least 20 percent of 
women around theworld have 
been physically or sexually 
assaulted and asmanywomen 
of child-bearing age die or are 
disabled from violence. 

In Asia, 60 million women 
are officially missing—dis¬ 
carded as infants or bartered 
away for domestic servitude 
and prostitution. Official re¬ 
ports in the U nited States say 
one woman is battered every 
15 seconds and 700,000 are 
raped every year. 


among the people." 

And that success was un¬ 
derlined on Monday when, 
bysomecounts,uptoaquar- 
terofthe population of Aceh 
poured into the city, on the 
northern tip of Sumatra is¬ 
land. Some estimated the 
crowd was close to a million 
while more conservative es- 
timates put it at about 
500,000. 

But even the smaller num¬ 
ber made itthe largest inde¬ 
pendence protest in the his¬ 
tory of I ndonesia, home to 
the world's fourth biggest 
population. The province of 
East Timor voted over¬ 
whelmingly for indepen¬ 
dence in an August ballot, 
sparking a wave of violence 
and destruction from pro- 
Jakarta militias. 

The East Timor vote has 
fuelled the demands for an 
Aceh referendum, but 
Indonesia's chief military 
spokesman on M onday re¬ 
jected the calls. "The de¬ 
mand for a referendum is 
not realistic," chief military 
spokesman Major-General 
Su d raj at sai d i n an i n tervi ew. 
"A ceh isa partof I ndonesia. 
So Aceh is managed by 
Acehnese people together 
with the I ndonesian people. 
T hat's why the demand for a 
referendum is not realistic 
and separatism is unconsti¬ 
tutional." 


UN urges action to stop 
violence against women 


Forty buried alive 
in Peru avalanche 


LIMA—A massive avalanche 
thundered into a remote 
Andean village, burying alive 
at least 40 Peruvians as they 
scrambled to flee a flood of 
earth and boulders that oblit¬ 
erated their mud-brick homes, 
witnesses said on M onday. 

A pparently triggered by an 
underground buildup of wa¬ 
ter and gases, a hillside over¬ 
looking Sicsi exploded Sun¬ 
day, sending a sulphur-smell- 
ingsmokecloud high into the 
air and a mudslide, roaring as 
it gathered up trees and de¬ 
bris, into the village. Within a 
minute of the explosion—so 
loud it caused some villagers 
to faint and others to believe 
the world was ending—the 


avalanche swept over scores 
of houses in Sicsi and surged 
on to destroy homes up to 2.5 
miles (4 km) away. 

U pto 1,200 people were left 
homeless in the peasant 
farmer area, some 7,500 feet 
(2,500 meters) above sea level, 
which has several natural hot 
springs.A smokedoud spread 
above them over five miles (8 
km). 

"People on higher ground 
watched the mudslide think¬ 
ing the end of the world had 
come given that we are close 
to the year 2000,” Raul 
Saavedra, a villager, told local 
television station Canal N, 
explaining some common 
Andean superstitions about 


the new millennium. 

M any villagers saved them¬ 
selves by running screaming 
from their homes as soon as 
they heard the hillside erupt. 
Still moreoftheroughlyl.OOO 
inhabitants were already out 
of danger as Sunday is the 
area's market day and they 
had walked to nearby villages 
to sell their produce of maize 
and potatoes. 

Even the victims might have 
survived if they had heeded 
warnings from Civil Defence 
officials, urging villagers to 
evacuate their homes follow¬ 
ing other, smaller mudslides 
in the area that started last 
Thursday. 



military leader General Pervez M usharraf (R) salutes a Turkish officer at the 
reath laying ceremony at the mausoleum of Ataturk, founder of Turkish 
Ankara yesterday. 


Musharraf insists no 
democracy timetable 


ANKARA-Pakistan's 
military ruler, General 
Pervez Musharraf, insisted 
on M onday there was no 
timetable for his country's 
return to democracy until 
what he said his own goals 
were achieved. 

M usharraf—who seized 
power last month in a blood¬ 
less coup ousting civilian 
Prime M inister Nawaz 
Sharif— used a one-day visit 
to NATO-member Turkey 


to address a range of issues 
that are under close West¬ 
ern scrutiny. "What the 
W estern world may be look- 
ingfor isthe label of democ¬ 
racy. Insallah (with God's 
permission) I will put this 
label of democracy some 
time in the near future," 
M usharraf told a news con¬ 
ferencespeaking in E nglish. 

However, the Pakistani 
general avoided providing a 
schedule for a return to de¬ 
mocracy. "I have set certain 
objectives to be achieved. 
These essential objectives 
cannot be translated into a 
time frame." 

He travelled to Turkey 
from Qatar on the second 
leg of a tour of three fellow 
M oslem nations seen as a 
drive to gain acceptance for 
hisrule.AftermeetingT urk- 
ish Prime M inister Bulent 
Ecevit, M usharraf said 


Ecevit had shown a "total 
understanding" of his posi¬ 
tion and agreed on further 
cooperation. 

M usharraf said he planned 
to delegate power atthedis- 
trict level in Pakistan to en¬ 
able more people to partici¬ 
pate in ruling, a system he 
called "democracy at 
grassroots". "Wewould like 
to give them authority and 
also power for revenue col¬ 
lection.So theywill havethe 
financial power and also the 
areas like the education, 
health and communication 
which they look after for 
themselves," he said. 

M usharraf, who also 
speaksTurkish after spend¬ 
ing part of his childhood in 
Ankara, met President 
Suleyman Demirel later in 
the evening. He is due to 
depart for Kuwait early on 
T uesday. 
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Business 


Microsoft rivals 
seen emboldened 


petes head-on with M iscroft's 
E xplorer. Together with Sun 
M icrosystems Inc., owner of 
the J ava I nternet program¬ 
ming language, America 
Onlineformsa powerful force 
battling Microsoft. Indeed, 
the battle between M icrosoft 
and Netscape figured promi¬ 
nently in government's case 
against the R edmond, W ash- 
ington-based firm. 

Led by billionaire C hairman 
Larry Ellison, Oracle Corp., 
theworld'ssecond-largestin- 
dependentsoftwarecompany, 
haslong been acriticand rival 
of M icrosoft. The two com¬ 
pete in the market for data¬ 
base software, a sort of digital 
warehouse that serves as the 
foundation for the Web. 

Of course, thepersonal com¬ 
puter—M icrosoft's Windows 
operating system powers 
more than 90 percent of the 
world's PCs—is still the pri- 
marywaypeoplesurf theW eb, 
and that islikelyto remain the 
case for some time, analysts 
said. E ven so, executives such 
aslnternational BusinessM a- 
chinesCorp.'sLouisG erstner 
and others are declaring the 
PC era over. 

Popping up now are numer¬ 
ous handheld devices, such as 
3Com Corp.'s Palm that uses 
its own operating system 
which competes with 
M icrosoft's Windows CE, a 
system that runs on cellular 
phones that can surf the N et 
and television set-top boxes 
that let users surf the Web on 
their TV. 



Microsoft shares end lower 


LOSANGELES-M icrosoft 
Corp. shares ended slightly 
lower on Monday in heavy 
trading that saw itsstock price 
opensharplylowerafterafed- 
eral ruling that it was a mo¬ 
nopoly, then recover as bull¬ 
ish investors saw a buying op¬ 
portunity amid the weakness. 

The share price of the 
Redmond, Washington- 
based Microsoft, changing 
faster than a flashing pinball 
score, ended down 1-10/16 at 
89-15/16 with over 121 mil¬ 
lion shares trading. 


BP Amocoprofit 


LONDON — Oil giant BP 


PALO ALTO, California— 
A federal judge's blistering 
declaration that Microsoft 
Corp. wields monopoly power 
that hurts consumers should 
embolden itsrivalsas they slug 
it out with the software giant, 
executives and analysts said 
on M onday. 

M any industry players said 
U .S.DistrictThomasPenfield 
J ackson'sfindings of fact, re¬ 
leased Friday, confirm what 
many in the high-tech indus¬ 
try have long believed. 

"Even without this particu¬ 
lar judgment, M icrosoft is 
reach i ng a poi nt of hefty com¬ 
petition that'salmost unheard 
of in its history," said long¬ 
time M icrosoft watcher and 
high-tech analyst Rob 
E nderle of G iga I nformation 
Group. "In the past if you 
weredevelopingsomethingto 
go up against M icrosoft, you 
couldn't getfunding—mostof 
that has gone away." 

M icrosoft already faces stiff 
competition on many fronts, 
and the arena has toughened 
since theU .S.J usticeDepart- 
ment and 19 states sued the 
company in M ay 1998.1 nves- 
torsseemed to agree, sending 
up shares of M icrosoft com- 
petitorsonM onday.Thetech- 
led Nasdaq closed at its sev¬ 
enth record high in a row as 
investorsbeefeduptheirport- 
folios with America Online, 
Red Hat, Sun M icrosystems 
and other companies that 
have challenged Microsoft 
and its brilliant yet mercurial 
Chairman Bill Gates. 

A nalysts said the invention 
of the Web browser and the 
rise of the I nternet have been 
keyto the musd i ng up of many 
M icrosoft rivals. Because of 
the I nternet, service provider 
A mericaO nlinel nc. has been 
a competitor ever since M i- 
crosoft hurled itself headlong 
into providing content, I nter¬ 
net access and other offeri ngs 
through its M SN W ebsite. 

America Online purchased 
Netscape Communications 
Corp. earlier this year for $10 
billion. Netscape developed 
thefirstcommerciallysuccess- 
ful browser and complained 
M icrosoft used its marketing 
muscle to replace it on many 
computers with its own M i- 
crosoft Explorer. 

Now A0L, armed with 
Netscape's Navigator, com¬ 


Amoco Pic on Monday re¬ 
ported a 72 percent surge in 
third quarter profits reflect¬ 
ing higher oil prices and un¬ 
derlying performance im¬ 
provements. 

T he record replacement cost 
profit of $1,955 billion was at 
the top end of analysts' fore¬ 
casts, and camejustdays after 
a key regulatory breakthrough 
in its plan to buy U .S.-based 
Atlantic Richfield Co (Arco) 
for $26.8 billion. 

BP Amoco shares closed up 


22 pence at 566p, mainly a 
reaction to Friday's asset di¬ 
vestment deal with authori¬ 
ties in Alaska, where BP 
Amoco and Arco dominate 
the industry. Sentiment took 
a knock last week when A laska 
broke off talks. 

Despite the Alaska agree¬ 
ment, still dependent on pub¬ 
lic hearings, Britain's largest 
company acknowledged it 
would be tough achieving its 
target of full U .S. approval by 
year end. "It's going to be 
tight," Chief Executive John 


The wave of trading sent 
stocksfor several competitors 
higher too, among them R ed 
H at I nc.,A mericaO nlinel nc. 
and Sun M icrosystems I nc. as 
investors capitalised on ashift- 
ing landscape in the software 
industry. "There is an addi¬ 
tional focus and spotlight on 
M icrosoft'scompetitors,"said 
Hambrecht & Quist analyst 
Christopher Galvin. 

R ed H at is the biggest dis¬ 
tributor of the Linux operat¬ 
ing system, an upstart rival to 
Microsoft's Windows NT 
which is an operating system 


up 72% 

Browne told reporters. 
Federal Trade Commission 
officials are still working on 
the larger Exxon-Mobil 
merger deal and have not 
found time to give detailed 
attend on to BP A moco-A rco. 
"We're conscious we're very 
much the second cab off the 
rank here," Browne said. 

And company officials ac¬ 
knowledged on M onday that 
the FTC would have antitrust 
concerns beyond A laska, par¬ 
ticularly in West Coast refin¬ 
ing and marketing. 


designed for larger computer 
n etwo rks."Wewouldnothave 
had the opportunity to bring 
our products to market had 
Microsoft not been investi¬ 
gated by the Justice Depart¬ 
ment," said BobY oung, chief 
executive of Red Hat. "It's 
been a benefit." 

I n R ed H at's eyes, the law¬ 
suit has been a boon because 
it boosts their competitive 
position— a fact underscored 
by R ed H at's 21 percent cl i m b 
to 104, up 18-1/16 in Nasdaq 
trading on M onday. 

M icrosoft stock began the 
day off nearly 7 points at 84- 
13/16 as investors worried 
Friday's finding by federal 
judgeThomasPenfieldJ ack- 
son could have drastic conse¬ 
quences, including a possible 
break-up of the company. A s 
the market opened, however, 
financial analysts repeated 
buy ratings on M icrosoft 
shares and advised investors 
that a final ruling could take 
yearsofappealsor settlement 
talks. 

A nalysts said the provider of 
Windows software, the Ex¬ 
plorer Internet browser and 
spreadsheet, database and 
other software enjoys strong 
operations and solid growth 
opportunities ahead. "We 
continue to believe that the 
fundamentals at M icrosoft 


remain extremely strong and 
would view weakness in the 
shares as a buying opportu¬ 
nity," said Neal H erman,ana- 
lystatSalomon Smith Barney. 
After the market closed Fri¬ 
day, J ackson issued his find¬ 
ings of fact in the 
government's antitrust case 
against M icrosoft. He ruled 
the company wasa monopoly 
that used its role as the top 
provider of operating systems 
to bully competitors in areas 
like Internet browsers. 

Analysts emphasised that 
although thejudge's findings 
of fact were a setback to M i- 
crosoft, the case was likely to 
drag on for years and end up 
before the U .S. Supreme 
Court on appeal. J udgej ack¬ 
son i s exp ected to ru I e i n co m- 
ing months on questions of 
law in the case and to decide 
on legal remedies. 

M ichael Kwatinetz, an ana¬ 
lyst with Credit Suisse First 
Boston wrote in a note to cli¬ 
ents that M icrosoft stock had 
much of the negative impact 
of a court decision already 
factored in to itsstock price, 
and he advocated buying the 
stock. "At some time (M on¬ 
day), the risk associated with 
the case is likely to be maxi¬ 
mally reflected in the stock. 
Subsequently, the stock could 
trade with fundamentals," he 
said. 
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Honda Accord, grey, autom., 
A/C, powerwindows,4doors, 
$ 2,500 (negotiable), in good 
condition. Tel. 76502. 

Land for sale at South Hill, 
Anguilla, V 2 acre, close to main 
road. Perfectlocation and view 
of St. Maarten. For more 
information please call 20625 
from 6 pm until. 

Must sell: 1999 Mitsubishi 
Pajero io, 3 months old. 
Interested persons can call 
37031 between 8 am - 6 pm 
or 70550/92222 after 6 pm. 


1997 Toyota Rav 4 Jeep, 

silverwith blacktrim, 4 wheel 
drive, 5-speed manual, less 
than 20,000 km. Must see, 
very well cared for and has 
the service records to prove 
it $ 14,000 o.b.o. Must sell. 
Call 72019. 


Powerful seadoo Bombardier 
jetski, hardly used, 3 seater, 
'95, perfectbody. N eedssome 
repair, $ 2,300. Transformer 
222/110V, powerful $ 200. 
Mountain bike $ 75. Call 
79591. 

1988 Mercedes Benz 300 CE, 

1991 Mercedes Benz 200 E, 
1995 VW Vento. Also 
household items: rattan bar 
chairs, long couch, small dining 
table, microwave, dining ware 
and patio furniture. Call BJ at 
97370 or 94903. _ 

1998 Grand Vitara, 3 door 
jeep, power steering, autom., 
4 wheel drive. For more 
information call 90564. 

1994 Ford Explorer XLT, 5 
doors, blue, 40,000 miles, 
automatic, fully loaded with 
remote keyelectr. locks, power 
steering, power windows, 
powered adjustable driver & 
passenger seats, powered 
outside and rearview mirrors, 
airconditiong, 2x2, stereo am/ 
fm radio cassette player, AB5, 
cruise control, antitheft and 
alarm installation, luggage 
racks, pulling hook, sportive 
aluminium wheels, tinted glass, 
deluxe Pullman seats, direct 
from second owner, main¬ 
tained by Ton v.d. Meiden 
garage: great car for great 
price $ 9,900. Contact Robert 
at Tamarind Hotel, Pointe 
Blanche at tel. 24359 or leave 
message. 

1989 Ford Mustang, 5.0 liter, 

automatic, A/C, power 
windows, power door locks, 
$ 3,000 o.b.o. Tel. 42040, 
26300, 92292 askforMano. 
1993 Toyota Corolla, 
excellent condition, airco, as 
good as new. For more info 
call 72856. _ 

Waterbed mattress, queen 
size, good condition, $ 150 
o.n.o., sliding glass doors 6', 
make offer, used. Tel. 45391. 

1995 Ford Explorer XLT, 4 
doors, blue, fully loaded, 
$ 11,000. Tel. 24359 (leave 
message) or call 54166 


(Robert). 

Jeep Samurai, hard top, 
$ 1,250. Tel. 24359 (leave 
message) or call 54166 
(Robert). 

I House in Beacon Hill: 3 

bedr., 3 bath. + pool. Plus 
a 3 bedr., 2 bath, house in 
Cole Bay. Tel. 79864. 

POINTE PIROUETTE - 2 and 
3 bedr. waterfront 
apartmentsand villas, all with 
private pool and boatdock. A 
gated community with private 
tennis court. Good owner 
financing. Call 76722 or 
52769. 


1992 Isuzu Gemini, runs well, 

autom., A/C, $ 1,100. 19" 
colourTV$ 150.22"colourTV 
$ 150 both with remote. 
Waterski's $ 50.1995 Feroza 
Jeep $ 3,900. Tel. 73194. 
ANGUILLA - best developable 
beach next to Malliouhana, 
$ l,200.000induding two villas. 
Some owner financing. Front 
Street - beachfront property 
including two buildingspresently 
a restaurant $ 295,000. Call 
76722 or 52769. 



1 and 2 bedr. apartments, 

security, great view, new 
kitchens, Cable TV and 
telephone lines. Starting at 
$ 750 p/m. Dawn Beach area. 
Call Peter at 75118 or 36047. 
Pelican Key: seaview home. 
Fullyfurnished with washer and 
dryer. Tel. 44373. 

Beautiful, quiet apartments 
in Saunders with panoramic 
view, 2 bedr. apartment, 
furnished, $ 1,050 p/m. 
1 bedr. apartment, semi- 
furn.,$ 550 p/m. Call 22421 
during office hours. 
ATTENTION all barbers & 
hairdressers: we have the right 
place for you to increase your 
income. Rentyour own section 
insidean established hairsalon 
located at Amsterdam Shop- 
pingCenter. Formoreinfocall 
74395 or 96500. _ 

Commercial space available 
Dec. 1st opposite St. Maarten 
Electrical C enter on Wellington 
Road, Cole Bay. Good for a 
marine related shop with 
security and ample parking. 
Long term at$ 750 p/m. Please 
call 42611 or 75760. 
Furnished barbershop in St 
Peters, very good location, 
formerly known as 'Black and 
White Barbershop 1 . Contact 
Michel at83515 or98091. 

N ice apartmenton the Airport 
Road with lagoon view, 2 
bedr., 1 bath., firstfloor, $ 675 
p/m excl. utilities. 2 months 
deposit required. Please call 
53507 during office hours. 

A studio at$ 750 and a 2% 
bedr., 2 bath, apartment at 
Lagoon Garden Apartments 
overlooking the lagoon. 
Located at Wellington Road, 


Cable TV included, utilities 
excluded, $ 1,300 p/m. Call 
75760 for appointment 
Commercial first floor 
premises, approx. 1,200 sq.ft 
plus office and store room 
opposite Bobby's Marina. Tel. 
45472 or 42672. 


POINTE PIROUETTE - a gated 
community with private tennis 
court and pool, 24 hours 
security. Large studio, fully 
furnished, A/C and CableTV. 
Call Shirley at 52407. 

Dutch Cul de Sac: 2 bedr., 1 
bath, garden level apartment 
with eat in kitchen and large 
balcony, $ 750 p/m. Call 
26281 between 8 am - 4 pm 
forappointment. 

Dawn Beach Estates: 2 bedr., 
2% bath, house, pool, large 
garden, greatview, CableTV, 
phone, $ 2,250 p/m. CallJ ohn 
at71986. 


2 bedr., 1 Vi bath, house, fully 
airconditioned. Residential area 
with parking lot $ 1,700 p/m. 
Tel. 79056. 



Super learning FRENCH. Next 
sessonsstarting N ovember9th, 
1999. Morning & evening 
classes. Register today at 
Shambhala Learning Centre. 
Tel. 42903. 


Looking for a headstone? 

Contact Joseph Williams for 
more information on grave 
stones. Call 20013 afterl pm. 
Caracas Drive # 23, Lower 
PrincesQuarter. 


3,000 sq.ft office, located 
at E.C. Richardson Street 
# 13 (above the offices of 
East Caribbean Cellular), 

entrance foyer, kitchen, 3 
baths, airco, balcony. 
Presently occupied by the 
Federal Dept of Education. 
Available Jan. 1st, 2000, 
$ 2,500 p/m. Call 25785. 


Beautiful 2 bedr. apartment 

in Beacon Hill, A/C. Available 
December 1st Tel. 53037. 
FrontStreet centrally located: 
2 bedr., 1 bath, unfurnished 
apartment, price negotiable. 
Call Kyle at 74982._ 

South Reward: 1 bedr. 
apartment unfurnished, $ 400 
p/m. Furnished studio apart¬ 
ment, airco and utilities 
included, $ 650 p/m. Tel. 
83531._ 

Wonderful 3 bedr., 2 bath. 
European style house. Not 
brand new, but very friendly. 
Separate office with airco, 
covered veranda, beautiful 
garden withgazebo, close walk 
to Belair beach, granite 
counters in kitchen, $ 1,800 
p/m. Call 22364._ 

Spacious 2 bedr. apartment 
with big porch on the lagoon, 
Wellington Road. Semi- 
furnished with parking, security, 
laundry services and airco. 
Long term only at $ 900 p/m 
excluding utilities. Please call 
42611 or 75760. 
Semi-furnished 2 bedr., 1 bath, 
apartment located at Grand 
Caicos Drive 1A, Defiance. 
Stove, refrigerator and A/C 
included. Cable and phone 
lines available. Call 24310 
between 6 - 8 am or between 
6 - 9 pm and ask for Oliver 
Williams. 


Commercial space avai¬ 
lable, formerly China Night 
Restaurant BackStreetl88, 
long lease. Serious inquiries 
only. Tel. 22231. 


Oceanfront 2 bedr. apart¬ 
ment furnished & equipped, 
beautiful view, common pool, 
laundry, phone & cable, 
hurricane shutters. Located in 
Pointe Blanche, $ 1,150 p/m. 
Call 78972. 


St Maarten'sDaynailspecial: 

acrylicfull set$ 30, refill $ 18, 
design$ 1 per nail. Call 90545 
forappointment. 

We build and repair 
cupboards, wall units, desks, 
closets, bed & doorframes and 
vanish & repair living and 
diningroom chairs. We'll meet 
your budget Call 76215. 


FREE - FREE information. 

Earn $ 1,250 per day. No 
selling, not MLM. Call 
1-800-882-5044 ID # 
393507. 


Dream Lover. You'll love 
making $ 1,250 per day. 
N 0 selling, notM LM. C all 1- 
800-882-5044 (your ID # 
489929). 


Kool Bay Bazzaar: we buy, 
sell, consign and trade 
furniture, household items 
and more. Need extra 
cash? Call us, let's make a 
deal. We're located down 
from La Casa, Union Road, 
Cole Bay. Tel. 75435 or 
(00590)491697. 



Caribrose Fashions is looking 
for male & female models. 

Will be well compensated. 
Please call 77944 or 72828 
foraudition. 

WANTED - male & female 
models forfashion shows. M ust 

be between the ages of 18 and 
25 years and have a pleasant 
appearance. Call 96500. 


We are looking for a 
Barkeeper, male orfemale, 
must be 30 years or older, 
Must be able to speak 
English and Spanish, French 
and Dutch an asset. For an 
appointment call 29441 
O N LY on Wednesday, N 0v. 
10th between 11 am-1 pm. 


Bartender wanted, prefe¬ 
rably female. Mustbeable 
tospeakEnglish. Frenchand 
Spanish an asset Please call 
61025 or pass by at 
Simpson Bay Road # 88. 



Bkitism aikwayv 


P lanes from the British Airways fleet stand on the apron at 
Heathrow Airport on Monday. 


British Airways profits 
nosedive, dividend held 


LONDON-A glut of low 
air fares sent British Air¬ 
ways Pic’s second quarter 
profitsplunging, buttheair- 
lineheld itsi nterim dividend 
unchanged on M ondayin a 
show of confidence for its 
long-term strategy. 

Pre-tax profit in the quar¬ 
ter to end September fell 
83.3 percent to 40 million 
pounds ($65 million), BA 
said. Operating profits for 
the first six months fell 51.5 
percent to 211 million. 

The figures were in line 
with forecasts and the mar¬ 
ket was relieved BA held its 
dividend at 5.1 pence per 
share. Shares in the airline 
jumped five percent afterthe 
results were posted, but re¬ 
treated 0 n worri es over B A's 
strategy and the spectre of a 
full-year loss in the range of 
200 million pounds. They 
closed just 3/4 penny or 0.2 
percent up at 330-3/4. 

"They are very confident 
about their turnaround, but 
th ere are sti 11 yi el d p ressu res 
and price pressures," said 
M artin Borghetto, airline 
analyst at M organ Stanley. 

Like most other E uropean 


airlines, BA's yields have 
fallen thisyear after carriers 
shifted flights to North At¬ 
lantic routes in the wake of 
Asia's financial crisis. That 
has boosted market capac¬ 
ity above demand, driving 
down fares and yields. 

Couple tough market con¬ 
ditions with high fuel prices 
and strong sterling, and ana¬ 
lysts had feared BA might 
cut its interim dividend for 
the first time since 
privatisation in 1987. "The 
board would not have kept 
the dividend unless we had 
all been confident in BA's 
strategy," Chief Executive 
BobAylingtold Reuters. 

While most airlines have 
been increasing capacity— 
wh i ch i n ai rl i nes i s measu red 
by number of passengers 
times miles flown—BA has 
announced itwill cut capac¬ 
ity by 12 percent over the 
next three years. B y f lyi ng a 
fleet of smaller planes that 
hold fewer economy passen- 
gersbut a greater number of 
business travellers, BA 
hopes to boost profitability 
over the next two and a half 
years. 









































































Extended dialysis center 
to enhance tourism product 


Offeringkidneypatientsin need 
of regular dialysis* the oppor¬ 
tunity to enjoya holiday in the 
Caribbean is the idea behind 
pi an s to exten d th e di al ysi s cen¬ 
ter at St. Maarten Medical Cen¬ 
ter, The Daily Herald learned 
during a recent visit to the hos¬ 
pital. 

Head of Out-Patients Services 
RobHeil explainsthattheideais 
not as outlandish as one might 
think at first hearing. On the 
contrary. Since 1985 the local 
hospital has been offeringpeople 
dialysis services of internation- 
allyaccepted quality. 
Hetellsofan Englishman who, 
having discovered the services 
in this realm provided by the 
Medical Center, has returned 
fou r years i n a row for h i s vaca- 
tion. There are others from the 
USA doingthe same, says Heil. 
He believes there is every rea¬ 
son for a tourism destination 
like St. Maarten to add this ser¬ 
vice to its product. He observes 
that rendering this service will 
also be quite interesting from a 
financial point of view. But, he 
points out, in that case more 
emphasiswill haveto beplaced 
on the "service" aspect. 

Dialysis services were started 
whenapatientlivingintheNeth- 
erlands wished to return to St. 
Maarten in 1985. Those were 


still the days of the St. Rose 
Hospital on Front Street. With 
help from the local Lions Club, 
adialysismachinewas acquired. 
Training was provided to two 
nurses. 

When a second patient re- 
questeddialysistreatment, itwas 
decided to create a treatment 
ward in a former linen room of 
the hospital. 

When the hospital was moved 
to its newlocation in CayHill in 
1991, two patients were receiv- 
ing the treatment, which 
amounted to 282 dialyses per 
year. 

Last year that figure stood at 
2,200 andthisyear will surpass 
that number again by far. 

The acceleration of dialysis 
treatment came in 1994 when 
contact was made with adialysis 
center in France. The French 
colleagues helped outwith new 
machines, bringng the total to 
7. Thisdevelopmentin turn led 
tothenecessityfor moretrained 
nurses. Todaythe Medical Cen¬ 
ter employsfivenurseswi th spe- 
cial training for this purpose, 
while a sixth nurse is being 
trained. 

Presently the Medical Center 
hasreachedthelimitofitsdialy- 
sis capacity. 

Besides local patients, people 
are coming in from Nevis (2), 


Statia(l) and Saba (1), as well 
as from abroad for vacationing. 
Heil says the next step will beta 
create a true dialysis center on 
the ground floor of the nurses' 
home. This will boostthespace 
from 900 sq feetto 2,800 sq feet 
and thenumber of machines to 
13. 

The center will offer patients 
recreativechoices, indudingTV 
and Internet use. Heil reports 
that heand Dr. Theojolles went 
to the Netherlands last year to 
upgrade their expertise on this 
score. 

Thecost of thenew project, he 
says, amounts to US $600,000. 
Heil appearstobeconfidentthat 
the capital can be raised. What 
will be important, he says, is 
that the availability of this spe¬ 
cialized service is made known 
all over. 


* Dialysisisaprocedureby 
which the blood is purified 
by a machine, a function 
norm ally performed bythe 
kidneys. Onedialysis treat¬ 
ment takes 4 hours and 
has to be performed three 
times per week. 





Ground floor of nurses home will be turned into the 
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"THERE IS NO CURE 



between the placebo and the to health fraud, quackery and 
product being tested, they intelligent decision." This site 
should be offered to all diabetics tries to combat health-related 
around the world. frauds, myths and illegal mar- 

One last advice, for you com- keting. It is a non-profit 
puter hacks: organisation, 

www.quackwatch .com/ Happyand healthy searching. 

POOR SWIMMING SPERM 
LINKED TO INFERTILITY 


Dr. Frank Lavernier, the medi¬ 
cal director of North Broward 
Diabetes Center, visited St. 
Maarten with the rest of the 
health care team for the three 
day Diabetes Self Management 
Seminar in July. The following 
article byDr. Lavernier first ap¬ 
peared in St. Maarten Diabetic. 

Over the past 10 years, I have 
travel I ed through various Cari b- 
bean Islands speaking to the 
Diabetes communities, as well 
as the Physicians. I have always 
tried to bring with me the latest 
information published and dis¬ 
cussed by the mainstream Dia¬ 
betes community (i.e. Ameri¬ 
can Diabetes Association, Juve¬ 
nile Diabetes Foundation, etc.). 
Butsurprisingly, we educators 
find similar challenges in the 
USA mainland as we do in the 
Islands. I have encountered 
many people who wholeheart- 
edlyfeel that, for instance, chro¬ 
mium picolanate or certain 
other typesofminerals/vitamins 
are either goingto help or cure 
their diabetes. 

First of all, as we approach the 
newmillennium,THERE ISNO 
CURE, but we can offer diabetes 
control. "Bush tea," offered in 
the US Virgin Islands last time I 
was there, has never been proven 
to do anything for blood sugar 
control. Manytimes, something 
that does help is if there is a 
change in their diabetes diet 
(less calories), or increase in 
exerci se, wh i I e taki ngth i s "Tea." 
Similar juices and other con¬ 
coctions are offered to people 
with diabetes for "marketing" 
purposes. The advice that it will 
not hurt you, BUT might help 
you, because it helped me, is 
what we call anecdotal in the 
medical research community. 
We see and hear this all the 
timeon TVand radio, and in the 
pri nted media. To prove efficacy 
of these products, large groups 
of people are studied after they 
are randomized, and given 
double blinded studies. 

One gmup will be given the 
real productandtheothergoup, 
withouttheir knowing, aregiven 
a harmless non-medicated 
product. Something we call a 
placebo. The studied patients 
and the person doingthe study 
donotknowwhich product(the 
real medicineortheplacebo) is 
being given out and to whom. 
In the case of diabetes drug or 
product trials, blood sugars be¬ 
fore and after meals are moni¬ 
tored. Hemoglobin Ale (average 
90-120 days of blood sugars) 
arealso monitored. Ifthereisa 


MELBOURNE- Sperm with 
poor swimming ability fre¬ 
quently have a defeetthat pre¬ 
vents pregnancy even if the 
sperm is injected into an egg 
as partof aferti I ityprogamme, 
Australian scientists have 
found. 

Mon ash Institute of Repro¬ 
duction and Development 
deputy di rector Al an T rou nson 
saidthediscoverylinkingpoor 
swimming ability to a defec¬ 
tive centriolein theneckofthe 
sperm would explain why 
many assisted fertility 
program mes were u nsuccess- 
ful. 

"If we are injecting sperm 
that have a defective centriole 
all we end up with is an em¬ 
bryo that can't develop," 
Trounson told Reuters. 

The centriole, found just be¬ 
hind the sperm head, allows 
the embryo to divide, forming 
th e basi s of ear I y devel opm en t. 
Its role in embryo develop¬ 
ment was discovered by the 
Monash Institute's senior sci¬ 
entist Henry Sathananthan in 
1991. 

But the institute has only re¬ 
cently made the link between 
poor swimming ability and 
damage to the centriole, pre¬ 
sen ti ngthefi ndi ngs last month 
to an international symposium 
i n Rome. The fi ndi ngs suggest 
that a greater proportion of 
infertilitycasescan be blamed 
on men than previously 
thought. 

Trounson said in cases where 
the centriole was likely to be 
damaged patients could in¬ 
stead be advised to use donor 


sperm. 

He forecast the research 
could in many cases prevent 
couples futilely pursuing the 
wrong method to solve their 
fertility problems. 

"We won'thave couples with 
very high aspirations that can 
never bemetbecausethislittle 
tiny object in the sperm is de¬ 
fective," he said. 

The direct sperm injection 
method known as "intra cyto¬ 
plasmic sperm injection" 
(ICSI) is used by In Vitro 
Fertilisation programmes 
aroundtheworld and in 40-50 
percent of patients. 

Trounson told Reuters the 
findings had implications for 
the procedures used during 
the ICSI process. 

Often the neck of the sperm 
was crushed during the pro¬ 
cess to ensure it would not 
swim around once it was in¬ 
side the egg, but he said that 
was also damaging the centri¬ 
ole. 

"You would not want to do 
that. You should crush thetail 
instead because this littletiny 
engine is in the neck of the 
sperm," he said. 

Sathananthan told Reuters 
the research suggested male 
infertility was a jeater cause 
of couples' failure to conceive 
than in the 20-30 percent of 
cases currently ascribed to 
male infertility. 

"In my estimation it would 
rather be 40-50 percent of i n- 
ferti le cases have to do with the 
infertility of the man rather 
than the woman," he said. 
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Heart doctors 
flunk own advice 

DINAH VEERIS TO LECTURE ON 

HERBAL REMEDIES, TRADITIONS: 


ATLANTA- The advice is clear: 
do notsmoke, eatplentyoffruits 
and vegetables, and keep fat in¬ 
take low to avoid heart disease. 

But even heart specialists who 
are supposed to preach this ad¬ 
vice to every patient, every day, 
are failing to take their own 
medicine, Dr. Lynn Smaha, 
presidentoftheAmerican Heart 
Association, says. 

He took his fellow heart spe¬ 
cialists to task on Sunday for 
their bad habits and for their 
failure to stress to patients that 
heart disease, in many in¬ 
stances, is self-inflicted. 

"There are those among us 
who do not follow proper diets, 
who do not engage in physical 
activity," he told the opening 
session of the group's annual 
meeting. "And if wedo notdo it 
ourselves, how then can we 
tran si ate effecti ve tech n i ques to 
our patients?" 

Heart disease is byfar the big¬ 
gest killer in the United States 
and other industrialised coun¬ 
tries. As di ets i n devel opi ngcou n- 
tries becomericher, theytooare 
seeing death rates from heart 
disease rise. 

And yet an estimated 25 per¬ 


cent of Americans smoke - 
the si ngle biggest cause of heart 
disease. Nearly 18 percent are 
obese and more than half are 
overweight. 

The bad news is, the doctors 
wh o are su pposed to beadvising 
people on their health habits 
are often just as bad. 

"Th e com pi i ance wi th wh at we 
know are the proper guidelines 
is abysmal," Smaha said in an 
interview. 

He estimated that only 60 to 
70 percent of the doctors at the 
meeting had taken recent mea¬ 
surements of their blood cho¬ 
lesterol- oneofthe most reli¬ 
able predictors of heart disease 
- and knew what they were. 

It was easy to prove Smaha 
was right. Aquick check around 
the outside of the conference 
centre turned up several cardi- 
ol og sts sku I ki ng with ci garettes. 
"I'm smoking only in my own 
time, when I am free," onedoc- 
tor said as he guiltily threw the 
buttof his cigarillo, atinycigar, 
into a flower pot. 

"I smokeonlyoneor two small 
cigars." But, he admitted, "It's 
not okay." 


"Green R emedies and Golden 
Customs of our Ancestors" 



PHI LI PSBURG— Herbs have of illnesses, pain, infections 
played an important role in andwoundsforaslongasthere 
the treatment of a large vari ety has been recorded hi story. Few 


dou btthei r heal i ng power and 
many prefer herbal medicine 
totheirchemical counterparts, 
for fear of side effects. Be that 
as it may, the history and di- 
versityof herbal remedies and 
customs is hic^ly interesting 
and worth taking note of. 

The upcoming visit of Dinah 
Veeris from Curagao offers a 
unique opportunity to do just 
that. 

For close to 20 years Dinah 
has been researching the use 
of herbs in the Netherlands 
AntillesandAruba. Sincel991 
she has had her own herbal 
garden in Curagao, where she 
grows hundreds of "healing" 
herbs found in the Caribbean 
and in particular in the is¬ 
lands of the Netherlands 
Antilles. 

Moreover, Dinah talked to 
older people in all the islands 
to learn of their experiences 
and customs in this respect. 
Th e kn owl edge sh e acqu i red 


inthisfieldsheusedtowritea 
book on "Herbal Remediesand 
CustomsofourAncestors."ln 
the book she discusses more 
than 100 different herbs and 
informs readers of the cus- 
tomsand rituals which accom¬ 
panied their use in the past. 

Dinah Veeris will visit St. 
Maarten next week. She is 
scheduled to gve a lecture on 
the topic of herbs and their 
healing powers at Shambala 
Holistic Center (opposite 
Atrium Resort) on Tuesday, 
November 16. (The entry fee 
of US $15 includes healthy 
snacks and drink). 
Thenextdayshewill befound 
at Van Dorp on the Pondfill 
where she will sign copies of 
her book, which will be avail¬ 
able in English, Dutch or 
Papiamentu, from 10:00am 
until noon. 
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Pets cut dangerous surges 
in blood pressure, says study 


Ask the 

Personal Trainer 


ATLANTA- Facing a stressful 
task? Trade your husband or 
wife for a dog or a cat. 
Researchers at the State Uni¬ 
versity of New York at Buffalo 
said Sunday that the compan¬ 
ionship of a playful dog or a 
purring cat can cut stress-re¬ 
lated increases in blood pres¬ 
sure, even among people with 
highlystressful jobs. 

A study of 48 stockbrokers al- 
readytakingmedication for high 
bl ood pressu refou nd thatthose 
who gota pet reduced by half the 
i ncreases i n bl ood pressu re that 
came with stress. 

Karen Allen and Dr.Joseph Izzo 
saidtheblood pressu re of stock¬ 
brokers rose when they were 
asked to talk their way out of a 
shopliftingcharge or calm acli- 
entwho had just lost $86,000 
becauseof thestockbroker's bad 
advice. 

But the increases were only 
half as large and remained in 
the normal range among those 
who had gotten a pet compared 
to those who had not, the re¬ 
searchers said. 

"The ones who had pets had a 
50 percent reduction in stress 
responses," Allen, the owner of 
a border col lie, said in an inter¬ 
view. 

When it comes to stressful ver¬ 
bal or math tests, Allen said a 
pet calms people much more 
than having the other half 
around. "Thespouseistheworst 
person to bethere.Thepetisthe 
best," she said. 

The researchers told a meet- 


ingof theAmerican Heart Asso¬ 
ciation that the benefits were 
equally good for men and 
women stockbrokers, regardless 
of whether they got a dog or a 
cat. Having a pet didn't de¬ 


crease average blood pressure 
like drugs can, but it helped 
reduce stress reach on s th at can 
damagetheheart, said I zzo, who 
has an orange tabby cat. 

"Drug therapy handles the 


nuts-and-bolts of the resting 
blood pressure beautifully, but 
itdoes n ot affect th e stress reac- 
tivityin blood-pressure respon¬ 
siveness to everyday stressors," 
Izzo added. 


General Health burdens of 
depression expected to soar 


LONDON—International ex¬ 
perts are meetingto devise new 
strategi es to com bat depressi on, 
which is expected to soar in the 
next 20 years and carry a bigger 
health burden than anyailment 
apart from heart disease. 

"Depression is currently re¬ 
garded as thenumberonecause 
of disability and lost working 
years worldwide now and it is 
going to get even worse," 
organiser Richard Hornsbytold 
Reuters. 

"The rates of suicide accord¬ 
ing to the World Bank's report 
are going to escalate consider¬ 
ably. Depression rates seem to 
be going up at a fairly alarming 
rate." 

Hornsby, director of the Sir 
Robert Mond Memorial Trust, a 
mental health charityorganising 
the two-day conference in Lon¬ 
don for the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and the 
Harvard Medical School in the 
United States, said one in five 
people will suffer from depres¬ 
sion in their lifetime. 

Experts estimate depression 
costs $60 billion a year world¬ 


wide in measurable costs such economieseverywherebutisstill 
as medication and therapy. regarded with benign neglectby 
In Britain alone, the cost is put mostpeoplein mostcountries," 
at two billion pounds ($3.3 bil- Harvard professor Arthur 
lion) and up to eight billion Kleinman, said in a statement, 
poundswhen indirect costs such "It affects many more people 

as reduced productivity and than cancer and yet attracts a 
other factors are included. small fraction of the healthcare 
"Depression will have an in- funding of that calamitous dis- 
creasingimpactonsocietiesand ease." 


Science report 


HIV virus rebounds in 
patients after therapy-study 


LONDON— More potent anti- 
HIV drugs that target the secret 
hiding places of the HIV virus 
and therapies to boost the im¬ 
mune system are needed to de¬ 
feat the virus, leading AIDS ex¬ 
perts said last week Wednesday. 

But the researchers, whose 
fi ndi ngs are reported i n the sci¬ 
ence journal Nature, added it 
will be very difficult, if not im¬ 
possible, to completely eradi¬ 
cate the virus in patients. 
Although powerful drug cock¬ 
tails can reduce HIV to unde- 
tectabl e I evel s th e vi r u s sti 11 lurks 
in the body and rebounds 
quickly once treatment is 
stopped. 

"The persi stence of HIV reser- 
voi rs poses a si gn i fi can t i m pedi - 
menttothelong-term control of 
HIV infection and must be ad¬ 
dressed by comprehensive ap¬ 
proaches to the therapy of HIV- 
infected individuals," said Dr 
Anthony Fauci. 

The director of the U.S. Na¬ 
tional Institute of Allergy and 
InfectiousDiseases(NIAID) and 
his colleagues said duringearly 
infection the virus establishes a 
reservoir in restingimmunesys- 
tem CD4+ T cells that current 
drugs cannot reach. 
Theysuspectthevirusmayalso 
be hiding in other unknown 
places but more research is 
needed to confirm the hypoth¬ 
esis. 

"Our research and thatof other 
grou ps u n derscores theimpor- 
tanceofdevelopingmorepotent 


anti-HIV therapies, treatment 
strategi es that specifical ly target 
thehidingplacesof HIV, as well 
as therapies that preserve and 
enhance HIV-specific immu¬ 
nity," Fauci added in a state¬ 
ment. 

In a letter to Nature, Fauci and 
his NIAID colleagues reported 
the cases of two HIV patients 
who were treated with highly 
active antiretroviral therapy 
(HAART) for more than two 
years. They also received infu¬ 
sions of interleukin-2. 

Previous NIAID studies had 
shown that when interleukin-2, 
a regulatory protein in the im- 
munesystem, isgiven intermit- 
tentlyduringcontinuousHAART 
treatment it reduces the size of 
the HIV reservoirs in resting 
CD4+ T cells. 

Highly sensitive tests detected 
no signs of the virus in thetwo 
patients' resting CD4+ T cells 
and biopsies of lymph nodes, 
where the virus can also lurk, 
were clear. 

But when the researchers dis¬ 
continued HAART they found 
HI Vcapabl e of repl i cati n g i n th e 
blood of both individuals within 
three weeks and later in the 
resting CD4+ T cells. 

"The lesson that we learned is 
that there could be other reser¬ 
voirs," DrTae-Wook Chun, one 
of the researchers, said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. "There are 
some places that these drugs 
have no access to." 


Q. From LQSimpson Bay; I have 
been doing a lot of exercise, 
such asswimming,runningand 
biking. I have also been on a 
1,500 calorie diet. I am still not 
losingthe last 10 pounds and I 
am getting discouraged. My 
weight is 133 pounds. What can 
Ido? 

A Th is sou n ds I i ke a very com¬ 
mon scenario and my answer 
will haveall kinds of profession¬ 
als in this industry disagreeing 
There are many opinions on 
this question. Sol will only in¬ 
form you from the clients that I 
have personal lytrai ned and have 
gotten good results with. 

First, each person is an indi¬ 
vidual, as far as what works and 
what does not. For example, I 
trained a lady. I helped her pre¬ 
pare her food, etc., and she was 
not losing weight. We went to 
see a nutritionist together and 
found that the honey in her tea 
was the problem. She took the 
honey out of her diet and the 
weight loss continued. 

It is sometimes small things 
that prevent weight loss. Such 
as two cookies a day (100 calo¬ 
ries) for a person who metabo¬ 
lizes slowly. This can add up to 
weight gain of a pound per 
month. There are many ways to 
achieve results in this area and 
this is just one of many, which 
uses principles from the body- 
buildingworld (no, you will not 
get big muscles, ladies!). 

You will get great results, as I 
have proven and tested this 
method many times. But you 
have to fol Iow i t and not devi ate 
from the plan. My challenge to 
LQ, and to anyone else who 
wants to get aggressive results, 
is to fol low these five rules; 

1. 30 minutes of aerobic exer¬ 
cise (running, biking, walking) 
on an empty stomach (before 
breakfast) 3 times per week. 



2. Learn weight training (I can 
teach you a program to follow). 
Start easy and build up the in¬ 
tensity to 3 times per week, 40- 
60 minutes per session. 

3. Drink0.6oz. water per pound 
of body wei ght (i .e., a 130- pound 
person would bel08-oz. glasses 
per day). Juices, sodas, coffee, 
etc., don't count. 

4.1 g of protein and 1 g of 
carbohydrate per pound of body 
weight (purchase a food count 
book). 

5. lOcalories per pound of body 
weight balanced over 5 meals 
(thisseemslikeasmall amount 
of calories, butthisisan aggres¬ 
sive projam for losing those 
last few stubborn pounds). 

My advice is to think one day at 
a time but plan ahead. Keep a 
journal. Take a before and after 
photos and place the before on 
the refrigerator. Take body mea¬ 
surements monthly. Take your 
weight every week, as weighing 
daily is compulsive behaviour, 
fat loss can only be measured 
per week. Look to lose no more 
then 2 pounds per week. Any 
amount of loss is a success. 

And finally, reward yourself 
with a massage or a day in a 
beautysal on for pamperi ng. You 
deserve it! 


Viagra pil for women 

-coming early next century- 


LONDON— Viagra could be li¬ 
censed for use by women with 
sex problems in three to four 
years, accordingto its manufac¬ 
turer Pfizer Inc. 

The drug is already hugely 
popular among men suffering 
from impotenceandcouldprove 
a big new revenue earner for 
Pfizer if its benefits can be ex¬ 
tended to women. 

Vi aja works by i ncreasi ng the 
blood flow and doctors are cur¬ 
rently carrying out both physi¬ 


cal and psychological experi¬ 
ments on women to see how 
they respond to the drug. 

So far, the results are encour- 
agngand could lead to thedrug 
beinglegallymarketed to women 
early in the next century. 
"Thescienceisstill developing 
atpresentbutl thinkwe'relook- 
i n g at at I east th ree or fou r years 
before it's officially on the mar¬ 
ket," Dr Michael Sweeney, medi¬ 
cal director at Pfizer, told BBC 
NEWS 24. 
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View from 


The inspiration to write 
something for the newspa¬ 
per strikes me every so of¬ 
ten. The act of actually sit¬ 
ting down and doing it strikes 
infrequently and is spurned 
by a deep desire to share a 
view on something that 
seems important enough to 
share. 

A few days ago I discov¬ 
ered something in my front 
yard. Something that I'd 
never seen before, but which 
undoubtedlyhad been there 
in plain view for probably 
hundredsofyears,butnever 
noticed. 

When I discovered it, I was 
cleaning up the debris and 
mess left behind by Jose. I 
was feeling depressed and 
frustrated at having to clean 
up all the time after these 
guys: Luis, M arilyn, Bertha, 
G eorge, and now J ose. 
E nough already! A nd then I 
saw this.. thing. 

R ight then and there, it 
delivered to me on a silver 
platter, a message so clear 


thatl wanted to share it with 
anyone and everyone. But 
thefirstfewpeoplel showed 
it to didn't get the message, 
didn't think it was "news¬ 
worthy." 

Then, a well known theo¬ 
logian came by. He saw it 
right away and suggested 
that this was a message to 
meand to mealone, because 
I was the one who found it. 
What I did with this mes¬ 
sage was a very personal 
choice, he suggested. 

Well, what I decided to do 
with thismessageis... indeed, 
personal. Y et,itwasso clear 
in its simplicity that it in¬ 
spired me to sit down and 
actually write the following. 

Good news is no news 
We've all heard the expres¬ 
sion, "no newsisgood news." 
One interpretation of this 
common phrase suggests 
that good news is not very 
i nteresti ng; that it's not news 
at all. Death, destruction, 
and devastation dominate 


the news today. F rom the 
distantshoresofaH awaiian 
island, to the coastal waters 
of North America, to our 
own backyard, we're bom¬ 
barded with bad news. 

I magine that you wake up 
one morning and turn on 
theradiojustintimetohear 
the fol I owi ng head I i ne news: 
"Xeroxemployee in Hono¬ 
lulu hugs7co workers,” "A ir 
Egypt plane lands in Cairo, 
families greet each other," 
or, "H eavy rains in St. 
Maarten turn hillsides 
green." THAT'S NOT 
NEWS! Not right now any¬ 
way. 

But, if our world keeps 
heading in the chaotic di¬ 
rection that technology 
seems so hell-bent in deliv- 
eri ng usto, it'simminentthat 
death, destruction, and dev- 
astati on will become so com- 
monplacethattheywon'tbe 
newsworthy anymore. 

In the chaos of the next 
millennium, we'll have to 
coin a new phrase, "Bad 


Opinion 


the valley 


news is no news," and the 
newspapers, radio and tele¬ 
vision will be featuring sto¬ 
ries I ike the ones mentioned 
above. I n the not so distant 
future, we'll open the pages 
of The Daily Herald to a 
story like the following: 
" F i sh sp o tted i n G reat B ay." 
Y esterdaymorningacrowd 
gathered on Captain H odge 


Wharf where a small fish 
was spotted swimmingfreely 
among the pilings. A child 
wasoverheard aski ng an el d- 
erly man, "What is that, 
G randpa?''To which theold 
man replied, "M eain'know, 
but let's kill it." 

Theold man wasstill living 
inhispast, backin 1999when 
killing made headlines. Stop, 


take a minute and observe 
all of the simple, common, 
and good thingsaround you 
that are not "newsworthy." 
Do like Ferdinand the bull. 
Stop and smell the flowers. 

And let's keep bad news 
where it belongs... in the 
headlines, and not in our 
daily life. 

Bj Welch 


Positive criticism 


After the hurricane and the 
floods, how to raise a quick 
14 million guilders without 
begging! 

Let me explain what I mean 
bysolvingourfinancial prob¬ 
lem ourselves without beg¬ 
ging (H olland). Look at the 
St. M aarten island govern¬ 
ment budget, which is what 
Holland isdoing. 

We spend about four mil¬ 
lion guildersevery month on 
Civil Servants' salaries, 
which comes to 48 million 
guilders a year. St. M aarten 
only has about 15,000 voters 
so this payroll just doesn't 
make sense! 

Everyone knows this isout- 
rageousand wayoutof line. 
Especially Holland, where 
we always go a-begging. It 
should be about half. But 
let's not get too drastic, be¬ 
cause we have to look after 
ourpeopletoo! Ifwereduce 
thisby 30% wesavel,200,000 
guilders every month. In a 
year we have raised 14.4 mil¬ 
lion guilders without taxing 
anybody! 

Let's be real. Holland 
knowsthatabout50% ofour 
Civil Servantsare reallyon a 
kind of "werkverschaffing" 
or make-work scheme. I will 
be the first to say "live and 
let live." Ifwe can afford it, 
why not let them freeload? 
H eck, if I got the chance I 
would do the same thing! 
Who wouldn't? The prob¬ 
lem is, of course, that right 
now we just cannot afford it. 

Turnover tax and gasoline 
tax and "this tax" and "that 
tax" isnottheanswer. I chal¬ 
lenge anyone, anywhere to 
explain to me how an 
economy that is already in 
trouble can be helped by 
adding even more taxes! 

Y ou see, the government 
isn't broke because food is 
too cheap on St. M aarten or 
because the price of gas is 
too low. The problem isthat 
government is spending too 
much! This is the message 
H olland istryingto send D R. 

So, Holland knows we can 
make it without them. We 
just have to make the right 
choice. So my constructive 
criticismtodaytoDR is,stop 


running to Holland crying 
about our problems. 

We need money to fix up 
the place after the damage 
H urricane J ose caused. I 
havejustshowed howto raise 
14.4 million guilders to fix 
the roads that have been 
washed away in the floods. 

Now it's up to you, M r. Lt. 
G overnor and every elected 
Commissioner, to show that 
you are leaders. Take a 30% 
pay cut and showusthatyou 
understand the problem. 
This way, the Civil Servants 
will swallowthe bitter medi¬ 
cine a little more easily. 

In my next bulletin I will 
reveal a powerful secret that 
can boost the income of ev¬ 
ery St. M aartener and take 
our teenagers off the street 
cornersandputthemtowork 
earning money instead of 


Things really keep on bog¬ 
gling my mind, now with the 
stupid hike on the license 
plates. I'm sure this will not 
be the only letter on this is¬ 
sue, as the editor already 
mentioned in hiseditorial of 
the M onday edition. N ever- 
theless I would like to ask 
this simple question: Why 
does it seem so hard to gen¬ 
erate money for the govern¬ 
ment by simplygiving fines? 

Everyday I see people on 
the road committing illegal 
actsbydoubleparking, park¬ 
ing illegally (every day, for 
instance, over at M aho Bay 
by the landing strip), speed¬ 
ing, etc. Why not go to M aho 
three times a day and just 
fine the hell out of these of¬ 
fenders? Not only do they 
create a hazard for them¬ 
selves, but the traffic jams 
are a nuisance for people 
living in Beacon H ill. 

Having to deal with this 
mess on a day-to-day basis 
sucks, big time. Let's see, 
alone there, three times a 
day surely on average they 
would be able to give out at 
least 80 tickets per day. Say 
at, for instance, NAf. 275 
per offender. I personally 
conclude that it would help 


depending on their parents. 
Put extra cash in our civil 
servants pockets as they bite 
the bullet and help save St. 
Maarten by taking a 30% 
pay cut. 

I will also show how every 
St. M aartener can be made 
better off and have more 
money. Y ou will haveto work 
hard though, but the money 
is there to be made! 

But first you will have to 
ask the political leaders you 
elected this question: Will 
you let me improve my life 
and earn more through hard 
honest labour? They are the 
only people standing be¬ 
tween you and a better life! 
So look out for my next bul¬ 
letin! 

Scottie Priest, 

Leader of the PRLP 


there. With all the numer¬ 
ous other instances where 
fines could beissued, itsure 
looks like a pretty lucrative 
business. 

Fine people for littering, 
for instance. In the USA 
there are states that give up 
to a $500 fine for this dis¬ 
gusting criminal activity. 
W hy can't we do that here? 
(Make it NAf. 500, let's be 
lenient). Not only that, but 
St. M aarten will be a safer, 
cleaner place. (Talk about 
killing two birds with one 
stone). Haven't we been 
striving for that for so long. 

I'm sure a lot of people will 
have other numerous cre¬ 
ative ideas to generate more 
revenues for the govern¬ 
ment. This particular solu¬ 
tion with the plates seems 
pretty lame. 

A nd yes, it is true, how are 
weguaranteed whereexactly 
that extra money will really 
go? 

And yes, I'm also toying 
with the idea of getting a 
F rench license plate. AII this 
endlesshassleyear upon year 
upon year issimply pathetic. 

M .1 .A. Roos 


What's so wrong with fining? 

fill up a few holes here and 
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Is the world the wrong way up? 



LONDON — Is the world 
the wrong way up? 

A newatlasjustpublished 
inBritainquestionsthecon- 
ventional logic that the 
north, and consequently 


E urope and the U nited 
States, are undisputed king 
of the world. 

"W hyshould north always 
be at the top of the map?" 
asked Andrew H eritage, 


chief cartographer for 
Dorling Kindersley (DK) 
educational publishers. 

"It is an irritating ortho¬ 
doxy, which is obviously 
rather handy as E urope and 
N orth A merica then appear 
to dominatethemuch larger 
land mass of the southern 
hemisphere," H eritage told 
Reuters. "But that is cer¬ 
tainly not bought into by 
many cultures." 

H eritage sets out to re¬ 
dress the balance in DK's 
"Atlas of World History", 
which, along with the 
company's new millennium 
atlas, seeks to offer "the 
most detailed portrait of the 
world yet attempted in 
print". 

NEW WORLDSCHARTED 
FROM NEW PERSPEC¬ 
TIVES 

Previously unmapped 
worlds— suchasthesubter- 
ranean land of organised 
crime — are newly charted 
and satel I ite i magesshow the 
North Pole by night, fires 
blazing as big as cities over 
the desertsof Africa and an 
enormous arc of A rgentine 
oil prospectors circling the 
F alklands I slands exclusion 
zone. "W e have not hesi¬ 


tated to use unconventional 
mapprojectionsifithelpsto 
clarify world events," said 
H eritage. "We re-examined 
all the established conven¬ 
tions of map making." 

Heritage’s eagle-eyed 
maps offer a new perspec¬ 
tive on everything from the 
effect of mass tourism on 
the Canary Islands to the 
sooty aftermath of the G ulf 
War. 

From politics to ecology, 
military history to diplo¬ 
macy, new techniques are 
used to plough old ground. 

" W e felt, for example, that 
Japan's situation in World 
War Two — maintaining a 


35,000 km (21,750 miles) 
front-line that dwarfed the 
Western Front — became 
more understandable when 
mapped with Australia to¬ 
wards the top," said Heri¬ 
tage. 

Satellite imagery reveals 
changes in the sea colour 
around M arseilles in the 
north Mediterranean, 
caused by deadly algae kill¬ 
ing off plankton, while data 
from Interpol and beyond 
builds a chilling picture of 
the underworld's now glo¬ 
bal reach. 

SPRING AROUND THE 
WORLD 

Alongside conventional 
regional mapsinthemillen- 
nium atlas are dazzling, 
cloud-free satellite images 
representi ng spri ng i n every 
part of the world. Plankton 
fields can be spotted in the 
seas; the land is alive with 
growth and greenery. 

"It's the richest possible 
image you could ever 
achieve from a space-like 
perspective," said H eritage. 
"We have also reproduced 
the very different world 
views of over 200 past soci¬ 
eties, including Arab maps 
where north always ap¬ 
peared atthe bottom," H eri¬ 
tage said. 

If Arab maps are "upside 
down", Heritage said Chi¬ 
nese m a ps ten d to be rad i al, 
working out from a central 
core with surroundingplaces 
holding ever less signifi¬ 
cance. 

Other cultures prefer lin¬ 
ear maps, he said, with no 


notion of north or south, as 
seen in mediaeval pilgrim¬ 
age maps that simply plot¬ 
ted routes from A to Z. 

H eritage said manyA sian 
maps "see the rest of the 
world stretching over the 
horizon. It was a world of 
little interest to them in the 
M iddle Ages, when they 
were focused on their own 
heartland— and it'sstill true 
to some extent today." 

MILLENNIUM RETRO¬ 
SPECTION 

Whilethehistoryatlassets 
out a global view of the 
world, the millennium atlas 
wants to be a map of record. 
It updates thefirm'sexi sting 
atlas and uses digital tech¬ 
nology to add aturn-of-the- 
century twist. 

There is an astonishing 
view of the globe from the 
North Pole at night, as seen 
by Father Christmas, and an 
eye-opening view of British 
urbanisation, the lights of 
pensioner communities 
strung out along the South 
Coast "retirement belt". 

"Themillennium isa use¬ 
ful time for retrospection 
and to re-examine the hu¬ 
man story," said Heritage. 
"A tits most simple a map is 
a diagram, away of describ¬ 
ing the world. 

"But while the craft of 
cartography may have stayed 
thesame, these images show 
that by no stretch of the 
imaginationcouldyou call it 
adead art," hesaid. "Thisis 
a celebration and record of 
our world in the year 2000.” 
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By Linda C. Black 

Today's Birth day (N ov. 9). Increase your incomethrough 
work and wise planning. Accept a lucrative offer in 
December. H ustle to master new skills in J anuary. A 
secret friend helps you out in February, and an old 
enemy isyour best coach in April. Follow your partner's 
advice in M ay. Ask for the money in August and im¬ 
prove your home life in October. 

T o get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the 
easiest day, 0 the most challenging. 

Aries (M arch 21-April 19) - Today is a 7 - Today is a 
mixed bag. Secrets vie with a compulsion to tell the 
truth. If you don't want your secrets revealed, keep 
quiet. I nstead, get other people to talk about theirs. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 6 - Today you 
might feel antsy, and you could want to take a risk. 
U nfortunately,thatisnotagood idea.J ust about every¬ 
thing sports, love, money looks too shaky to bet on. 
Keep your money in your pocket and wait for a better 
time. 

Gemini (May 21-J une 21) - Today is a 5 - Something 
interesting is brewing. There could be a surprise, too, 
from a person you know well. A sk a few questions, and 
you could find out something you never suspected. 
M eanwhile, keep quiet about your own secrets if you 
can. 

Cancer (J une22-J uly 22) -Today isa 7 - A breakdown 
at work could occur today, but it might be to your 
benefit. The work routine's disrupted, but this might be 
an improvement. Be careful of what you talk about and 
keep private things private. 

Leo(J uly23-Aug. 22) - Today isa 6 - Romance looks 
good although there maybe a change in plans. A person 
you've known for years might throw you a curve. This is 
not necessarily bad, but it's bound to be pretty interest¬ 
ing. A Iso, watch out for breakage at home. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - T oday isa 7 - Your romantic 
relationship should be going well, but something else is 
changing. Becareful with a project you've been working 
on. Some information isincorrect, so check it every step 
of the way. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Today is a 5 - Y ou are 

expanding your viewpoint, maybe without even mean- 
ingto.Y outhoughtthingswereoneway, butitturnsout 
they're another. Interesting new ideas are abundant, 
especially about money. M ight as well learn. It could 
help you grow rich. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) - Today is an 8- All kinds of 
changes are taking place. Y ou'll be more communica¬ 
tive soon, especially about things that have happened 
before. Y ou mayfeel compelled to confess, which might 
cause a problem. Think about it carefully, first. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 6 - A Ithough 
you're confident, you should also be careful. K eep your 
secrets to yourself awhile longer. Y ou don't like to do 
that, but it's wise. I f you need to confess, go to a priest. 
Otherwise, wait. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-J an. 19) - Today is a 7 - M ixed 
conditions are in effect. Ask questions, and you might 
learn all sortsof interesting things. A Ithough you don't 
want to give away too much, you do want to gather 
information now. M ainly, just watch and listen. 
Aquarius (J an.20-Feb. 18)- Today isa 5 -The problem 
you're most likelyfacinginvolvesyourfriendsand work. 
Y ou're probably being watched. 11 could be for a pro¬ 
motion, butitcould also be for cutbacks. Do the best job 
you can to tip the scales in your favor. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is an 8 - A secret 
friend could give you a lead or a way to make a good 
deal. Protect the other person's interests, and he or she 
might make it worth your while. This probably won't 
cost you much, but you may want to make a trade. 
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SEND LETTERS TO P.O. BOX 828 


Dear Queenie, 

I think I am in love with my boss. H e isan older man and 
he'smarriedbutsometimesl wish that he would noticeme. 
I also wish that we could have a secret meeti ng i n the office 
after everyonehasleftforthedayand it'sonlyhimand me. 
M y boss is sexy, considerate and is always there to listen 
when something goes wrong. I want him so badly. I have 
even begun to dressa bit sexier so he would notice me. And 
I've tried eye contact and a bit of flirtation. But that doesn't 
seem to work. Is the man immune or what? 

Queenie, what else should I do to get his attention?— 
Love Struck 

Dear Love Struck, 

Y ou say he is married, so forget about him. 

H ow would you like it if you were married, and some 
woman who worked for your husband tried to "get his 
attention?" 

Find yourself someone who is single, available and inter¬ 
ested. 

Please note: 

Only notices of fundraising events, non-profit or educational 
organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. 


Events 


Tuesday, November 9 

CINE CLUB ST. MAARTEN SHOWING 
"DER HIMMEL LIBER BERLIN 
(WINGSOF DESIRE)" 
d i rected byWimWenders 

Place: Golden Dragon Restaurant on Frontstreet opposite ABN/ 
AMRO Bank. 

Time: 8:00pm. 

A sCinedub isa foundation, one must become a member for U S $10. 
Each movie costs $5 (asa 5-time card for $25). 

Wednesday, November 10 

CHILDREN’S GO-CART RACE 
hosted by Sister Borgia E lementary School. 

Place: Cannegieter Street, from Windward Islands Bank through to 
theVirgion Building. 

Time: 9:00-ll:30am 

D ue to this event, Cannegieter Street will be closed for traffic from 
W indward I si ands Bank through to the V irgion Buildingfrom 8:00am 
until 12:00 noon. 

Thursday, November 11 

AROUND THE ISLAND RELAY RACE 
organised by St. M aarten R oad R unners. 

Tearn captains’ meeting: Seafood Galley, Wednesday, November 10, 
6:00pm. 

Starting point: Raoul lllidge SportsComplex 
Starting time: 7:00am 

R egistration fee: U S $200 for sponsored teams: $100 for non-spon- 
sored teams. 

R egister your team at Super Sports or Tri Sports. 

Thursday, November 11 

SPORTSDAY FUNDRAISER 

hosted by P refamo C ricket C lub. C ricket matchesand the Clash of the 
Giants. M usic, food and drinks on sale all day. Proceeds to help 
towards hosting M asters Cricket Club of Nevis on December 17. 
Place: Caribe Lumber cricket ground 
Time: 9:00am to 5:00pm 

For more information, call Alphonso Webbe, tel. 72287 or 27712. 

Thursday, November 11 

OLDTIME SOMETHING 
COME BACK AGAIN 

organised by Our Creation St. M aarten Arts & Craft Foundation. 
Lots of games we used to play when we were small. 

Place: Back A Y ard, F rontstreet, in the alley next to Barclays Bank 

Saturday, November 13 

FUND RAISING BAR-B-Q 

hosted bythe St. M aarten B asketbal IA ssociation and the St. M aarten 
J unior D istrict Basketball Committee. 

Place: PJ D-2 parking lot 


Time: 11:00am to 4:00pm 

Tickets available from basketball players, coaches and board mem¬ 
bers. 

Saturday, November 13 

PERFORMANCE OF "DECEMBER" 
hosted bytheCatholic Women Foundation. 

Place: Catholic Community Center on Back Street 
Time: 8:00pm sharp 
Tickets: NAf. 18 or US $10 

TicketsavailablefromGretaM athew.tel. 8501; Rosette Richardson, 
tel. 00590 875187; each member of the Catholic W omen Foundation. 
For more information, call J oan, tel. 83464; M erlyn, tel. 25259; or 
Rosette, tel. 00590 875187. 


Notices 


Department of Education Hours 

Due to preparations to move into new offices, the Department of 
E ducation wil I only be open from 7:00am to 12:00 noon, until further 
notice. T hose persons who have to sit exams are asked to contact the 
office on time for the needed information. The Department of 
E ducation regrets any i nconvenience this may cause. 

Afternoon Activities At The L ibrary 

As part of this year’s Reading Programme, Philipsburg J ubilee Li¬ 
brary is oprganising an afternoon with A nansi story, handicrafts and 
movie for children 8 years and up, at the library on Wednesday, 
November 10, 2:00-4:00pm. 

There will be an afternoon of A rthur and F ranklin stories, handicrafts 
and moviesfor kindergarten studentsand their parents atthe library 
on Wednesday, November 17, 2:00-4:00pm. 

Cole Bay Community Council Meeting 

The Cole Bay Community Council invites all its members and the 
general public to a general meeting at the Old Guard House next to 
Leonard Connor School on Wednesday, November 10, at 8:00pm. 

Library Closed On Holiday 

Philipsburg J ubilee Library will be closed on Thursday and Friday, 
November 11-12. The library will be open as usual on Saturday, 
N ovember 13. AII users with damaged or lost booksdue to H urricane 
Jose should report to the library before Sunday, November 14. After 
this date the full price of these books will be charged. 

GED Test Registration Extended 

The U niversityof St. M artin ispleased to announce that the registra¬ 
tion deadline for the G E D Test in D ecember is extended to F riday, 
N ovember 12. AII interested persons who would liketo taketheG E D 
T est need to register and pay for the exam atthe U niversity’s Office 
of A dmissions. F or further information on G E D testing, contact the 
Admissions Office at 25171 or 23156. 

SUWA Informative Evening 

The St. M aarten U ni ted Women A ssociation (SUWA) is organizing 
an informati veeveningforthe general publiconthetopic "The Rights 
of a Patient" at the Dutch Quarter Community Center on Friday, 
November 12. Entrance is free. 

Caribbean Folklore Spectacular 

A CaribbeanFolkloreSpectacularisbeingorganizedbytheM ethod- 
ist Circuit Organizations and Education Committee, to be held on 
Friday, November 12. Groups, organizations, choirs and individuals 
are invited to participate. The item must meet M ethodist Church 
standards. I nterested groups and/or persons are asked to contact the 
M ethodist Church office at tel. 22284, or Clinton Spring atthe MAC 
office. 

W riters' C ritique G roup M eeting 

Greater WorksFoundation'swriters'critiquegroupsession to beheld 
in St. M aarten at Simpson Bay Yacht Club (downstairs), next to 
D onald'sC afe, on Saturday, N ovember 13,9:00-10:30am. T he assign¬ 
ment for this session will be to write an article on a holiday or an 
anniversary. For more information, contact Veronica at tel. 92358. 

Wl BE A Talent Show Postponed 

The Windward Islands Bank Employees Association informs the 
general public that due to the passing of H urricane J ose, The Talent 
Show and Dance scheduled for Saturday, October 30, has been 
postponed to Saturday, November 13, same place and time. Tickets 
already purchased will still be valid for the new date. 

St.J ohn's Estate Owners Meeting 

The first M eeting of the Participantsfor the St. J ohn’s Home Owners 
Foundation has been re-scheduled for the WIFOL Building on the 
Pondfill Road, Wednesday, November 17, 6:30pm. First item on the 
agenda is election of board members. 

Adult Education Courses 

U niversityof St. M artin announces the beginning of the Continuing 
Education Program (CEP) for Adults. The courses are scheduled to 
begin the first week of N ovember. C ourses in Computer, F rench and 
English A sA Second Language will be offered. For further informa¬ 
tion, contact the U niversity’s A dmissions Office, tel. 25171/23156 or 
fax 25226. 

R ed C ross G raduation C eremony 

The St. Maarten Red Cross informs participants who successfully 
completed the Basic First Aid Course #1, A ugust-September 1999, 
that the graduation ceremony and the Swearing-In Ceremony for 


brigaders wi 11 be held at R ed C ross H eadquarters, # 34 A i rport R oad, 
Simpson Bay, on Sunday, November 28, starting at 4:30pm. For more 
information, call the R ed C ross office at 55263 or 52304. 

U ni versify D egree Program 

U niversityof St. M artin ispresentlyacceptingapplicationsfor admis¬ 
sion into the degree program for the 2000 Spring Semester, which will 
begin on J anuary 2000.1 nterested persons are asked to pass by the 
AdmissionsOfficeto pick up an application form. The main criteria 
for admission into the degree program are H igh School, Secondary 
School or GED diploma and/or transcript; Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(SAT). A pplicants seeking admission must submit completed appli¬ 
cation form and all supporting documentstotheAdmissionsOffice by 
December 22. 

M usic School 

The Seventh-Day Adventist M usic Academy, behind Orange Grove 
Shopping Center, Cole Bay, on the road to Carl and Sons Bakery, 
offerslessonsin many musical instruments. C lassesaregiven M onday 
and Wednesday, 4:00-5:00pm, 5:00-6:00pm and 6:00-7:00pm; Tues¬ 
day and Thursday, 4:00-5:00pm, 5:00-6:00pm, 6:00-7:00pm and 7:00- 
8:00pm. C all 43830for more information or pass bythe school to pick 
up your registration form. Space is limited. 

H omework Assistance 

Educare is accepting registration for children of grades 1 and 2 for 
homework assistance, Reading and extra-curricular activities. For 
information, call 76966, M onday-Friday, 3:00-5:00pm. 

M otiance Dance School 

Motiance Dance School announces to students of the Simpson Bay 
area that classes in dance for children 9-12, teens, and H ip H op for 
teens have resumed at Mega Gym on Friday afternoons and for 
children 6-9on Saturday mornings. For information and registration, 
call M otiance in town, tel. 23097, or M ega Gym, tel. 55616. 

For the joint production of West Side Story, rehearsals are on 
Saturdays. 

Language Courses 

Knowledge, Language, Enrichment Center Foundation announces 
that language courses in English (Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, 
4:00-5:30pm), F rench (M onday, Saturday, 7:00-8:00pm) and Spanish 
(Monday, Saturday, 6:00-7:00pm) at Paula’s Country Inn, Peach 
Road #6, South Reward. The course are for 3 months, 36 hours, U S 
$250 per course, maximum 15 persons per class. D ifferent times are 
negotiable. For more information, call tel. 83531 or fax 84868. 

St. Maarten CollegeEveningMAVO 

I f you are i nterested i n getti ng/completi ng your M A V O di ploma, cal I 
for information or to register now for classes starting now, at 
Rembrandtsplein #30, M adame Estate, Phone/fax37227, M onday- 
Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm. 

Richelda's Day Care Registration 

R ichelda’s D ay Care & Learning Center is accepting registration for 
chi Idren between the ages 0-4. T he D ay C are C enter is open M onday 
through Friday, 7:30am to 6:00pm. For further information, call 
20223 or visit the Center at Arch Road #8, Sucker Garden. 

PM IA Chess Club Meeting 

The PM IA ChessClub invites all members and other boys and girls 
between the ages of 10 and 18 to come out and enjoy a good game of 
chess at the PM IA H all on Back Street, every Saturday, 2:00-5:00pm. 
Please be on time. A dultsare also welcome i n view of the intention to 
start an Adult Chess Club. For more information, call 95790. 

PEP Institute Openings 

PEP Institute & Educational Foundation, informs all parents of 
undocumented children thatthereisspace available in the immigrant 
program for children ages 5-16 and an after-school program for ages 
5-10. The school is located in Sucker Garden at Arch Road #8. 
Contact the school during regular school hours at tel. 20223. 

Bethel Victory Assembly 

Pastorsand Leadership of Bethel VictoryAssembly remind all mem¬ 
bers and the publ ic at I arge that al I servi ces wi 11 be hel d at C el ebrati o n 
Palace until further notice. W ednesday, 7:30pm; Sunday 8:00am and 
6:30pm. 

Baptist Church Services 

Pastor Steven Emmanuel invites everyone to the Good Shepherd 
Baptist C hurch at A.Th. I Midge Road #28 (Pitusa building). Worship 
service Sundays, 10:00am and 6:00pm. Prayer service and B ible study 
every Tuesday at 7:30pm. 
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Prefamo to host sports day 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Prefamo 
Cricket Club will now host 
their modified Antillean 
Sports Day at the Carib 
Lumber cricket ground on 
St. M aarten's D ay, N ovem- 
ber 11th. T he event was pre- 
viously scheduled for 21st 
October until H urricane 
J ose put a stop to all sports 
activities. 

The days events start at 
9.00am with a 25 overs 
cricket match between the 
over35'sandtheU nder35's. 
Then from approximately 
1.30pm the veterans of 
D utch St. M aarten take on 
theveteransfromtheF rench 
side in another 25 overs 
cricket match sponsored by 
Chesterfields and Fairfix. 


In between innings and 
water breaks, a musical 
Clash of theG iantswill take 
place between St. M aarten's 
leading master blasters DJ 
"Sammy" spinningthetunes 
against the French side's 
number one DJ Ruby. 

Prizes and trophies will be 
awarded for most runs 
scored, most wickets, etc. 
afterwards for both cricket 
matches. Prizes are being 
sponsored byTalison Con¬ 
struction and Low Price 
hardware. 

"The public are urged to 
come out and support this 
fundraiser," said President 
ofthePrefamoCricketClub, 
Alphonso Webbe. "There's 
goingto be lots of delicious 


local food on saleso no need 
to do anycookingathome." 

Proceeds will go towards 
hosting the master Cricket 
Club of Nevis on the 17th- 
20th December. 

Webbe noted that due to 
the aftermath of H urricane 
J ose the visit by the Statia 
cricket team has had to be 
postponed until February. 
In addition, Webbe said 
Prefamo Cricket Club were 
the first to extend their con¬ 
dolences to the W est I ndies 
Cricket Board on the Nevis 
sports radio network, V 0 N, 
yesterday over the passing 
away of cricket great 
M alcolm M arshall. 



Caribmatra finishes third in 
class at St. Croix Regatta 


Maarten's Caribmatra fin¬ 
ished third overall ina7strong 
Melges class at St. Croix's 
VitelCellular Regatta at the 
weekend, the five man crew 
reporti ng they were fai rly sat¬ 
isfied with the result despite a 
lack of training opportunities 
beforehand. Racing on the 
Bobby's Marina backed St. 
Maarten Melges were Frits 
Bus, Eric van Groeningen, 
Gordon Sims, Nathan 
M iddleton and 0 livier 
Bernaz. 

Caribmatra earned two 
fourth place finishes on the 
first day Friday, two third 
place finishes on Saturday, 
and a third place finish in the 
fi nal raceon Su nday. A11 races 
were won by Chris 
Rosenberg's "Frenchmans 
Reef". 

H ard winds of 25-30 knots 
on F ridayand Saturdaycaught 
C ari bmatra i nsuffi ciently pre¬ 
pared buttheirdass positions 
improved slightly Saturday 


and Sunday after adjusting 
their set up. 

"W e were all a bit rusty and 
not very well tuned with each 
other for this first race of the 
season," admitted skipper 
Frits Bus. "It is a lack of sail¬ 
ing experience too because 
we had no chance to sail be¬ 
cause of Hurricane Jose. In 
fact we haven't competed 
sinceAntiguaRaceWeekand 
there is nothing going on in 
St. M aarten." 

Bus said they overcompen¬ 
sated for the strong winds on 
Friday and found their 
mainsail too tight and lost 
boatspeed, but by the second 
day had tuned the boat better 
for the strong wind. 
Crewmember Nathan 
M iddleton was hit by the 
boommidjibeinthefirstrace 
Saturday, bleeding profusely 
from a cut to the head, but 
received attention later. 

"We did have some prob- 
lemswith ourtuning," agreed 
tactician and spi nnaker down- 


wind trimmer O livier Bernaz. 
"A nd for me this is the first 
time I am sailing in a class 
with all M elges boats. The up 
and down courses are much 
longer than what I'm used to 
in Lasers." 

Apart from "Frenchmans 
Reef", the two other leading 
boats in the class were "Sassy 
Lady" from Puerto Rico and 
theBV I 's"A irgasm" bothjos- 
tling for second and third 
places on Friday. According 
to B us, C ari bmatra closed the 
gap on Sassy Lady on Satur¬ 
day and Sunday, three times 
coming within 5 seconds of 
beating her, and also gave 
F renchmans R eef a good run 
for their money. 

Bus noted that co-owner of 
Caribmatra, Peter 

H outzagers, would be return¬ 
ing soonto race therestofthe 
Caribbean circuit next year. 
H outzagers, now based in 
Holland, recently bought a 
M umms30to compete in the 
M umms 30 series in E urope. 



Showtime triumphs in 
traditional boat race 


SIMPSON BAY- 
"Showtime" from Anguilla 
wonthe2ndAnnual M other 
of all Traditional Boat Races 
onSundaywithacomefrom 
behind victory, overtaking 
both Vi king and U FO in the 
final stages of the race to 
take home some $3,000 in 
cash prizes and trophies in¬ 
cluding the $400 bonus for 
bei ng fi rstto round the stake 
in G rand Case. Last to 
round, Stinger, earned a con¬ 
solation $200. 

Viking led the race on the 
run down to Lowlands after 
reaching the stake first in 
G rand Case but was later 
outsmarted by captain E rrol 
Romney on "Showtime", 
whose inside knowledge of 
the conditions at the Bea- 
con H i 11 end of Si mpson B ay 
close to White Sands gave 
him the advantage and they 
stole the lead on the beat to 
the finish in Simpson Bay. 

Meanwhile, the fast ap¬ 
proaching!) FO grabbed the 
second place from under 
V iking's nose, touching the 
final stake first while the 
hapless Viking's crew were 
still busydiscussingwhowas 
responsiblefortheirtactical 
error. In fourth place was 
Satellite, and Eagle fifth. 
The first three boats to fin¬ 
ish were spaced about 50 to 
60 yards apart at the last 
stake. 

D espite squally conditions 
in the morning, sea condi- 
tionsabated toprovidegood 
sailing weather and little 
bailing outto do.Following 
thestart atSandyG round in 
Anguilla, NWO took the 
lead bya big margin at Little 
A ngui lla butfel I off the pace 
in the A nguilla channel. St. 
M aarten boat"Viagra" held 


a good position in the race 
until theybroketheirjibstay 
cable, robbing them of a 
possible second or third 
place finish. 

And Eagle, one of the 
favourites to beat Viking to 
the G rand Case stake, 
dumped a bag of sand over¬ 
board in the channel to 
I i gh ten h er u p wi th fatal co n- 
sequences as the boat then 

Keane gives 
clearest hint 
yet of United 
departure 

MANCHESTER,England- 
M anchester United captain 
Roy Keane has dropped the 
biggest hint yet that he will 
leavetheEuropean Cup hold¬ 
ers when his contract ends in 
the summer. 

Keane, 28, is wanted by top 
dubsthroughoutEuropewith 
Lazio, Inter M ilan and Real 
M ad rid all reported to be in¬ 
terested i n si gn i n g h i m f o r next 
season. And the Republic of 
Ireland international has so 
far left fans guessing on 
whether he would stay at 
United on a restricted deal, 
whichdid not break their wage 
structure, or move abroad on 
a lucrative contract. 

B ut now K eane has revealed 
he will listen to offers from 
other clubs, after thej anuary 
1 wi ndow opensfor talki ng to 
players available on Bosman- 
style deals, before returning 
to U nited to see if they can 
match hisdemands. "A s much 
asl love Manchester United I 
am not going to sell myself 
short," he told the M anches¬ 
ter Evening News on Mon¬ 
day. 


"stood up" and stopped sail¬ 
ing. "It is a very dangerous 
decision to dump sand out 
in the ocean," commented 
organiser Emitt Lake. "A 
risky decision that can ei¬ 
ther help you or kill you. If 
they were going to do that 
they should have done it 
close to the stake in Grand 
Case. The captain should 
have known better, particu¬ 
larly asthe boat was holding 
a good head at the time." 

The other St. Maarten 
boat, the redesigned 
Scotiabank sponsored "De 
Bank" (ex-Delta Four) 
captained by I an M artin and 
a crew of 9 trailed the fleet 
finishing in seventh place, 
somewhat underpowered 
downwind with a shorter 
mast and boom compared 
to the other boats. "It was 
our first outing on this boat 
and we're taking it one step 
at a time," said De Bank's 
co-ownerand mainsail trim¬ 
mer Rob Gilders. "Some¬ 
times we were sailing well, 
sometimesnot.Westill have 
quite a bit of experimenting 
to do with set up and weight." 

Gilders added that De 
BankandanotherboatM iss 
Anguilla were at one point 
almost flattened by the jet 
blast from a 747 as it pre¬ 
pared to land overhead and 
hats and other possessions 
were instantaneously blown 
outto sea. 

Lake said that he was very 
satisfied with the turnout of 
13 boats but felt participa¬ 
tion from the publicwaslack- 
ing at Kim Sha beach after¬ 
wards. About 9 boats are 
expected to race agai n from 
Philipsburg to M arigot and 
back to Philipsburg on St. 
M aarten's Day. 
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Tigers tremble as 
Stars win again 




PH I LI PSBU RG —Stars won 
their second game against Ti¬ 
gers 13-7 last night atthej ose 
Lake J ohn Cooper ballpark 
in the best of 5 first round 
playoffs, but Tigers say they 
will regroup for a final do or 
die charge on Wednesday. 

After both teams traded 
runs, the break for Starscame 
in the fifth inning when they 
scored six big runs followed 
by 3 runs in the sixth, and 
another 3 more in the eighth 
inning to take control of the 
game. 


"The starting pitcher was 
doing well and the only time 
we got into trouble was in the 
seventh when he got into a 
jam, so I brought in Rene 
Guichard to close out the 
game and he gave up one run 
only," said Stars captain 
Ronnie J acobs. "All we need 
do iswin again on W ednesday 
and seewho'scomingourway 
next." 

Stars, marching comfortably 
towardsthefi nals, had 13 runs, 
9 hits, 4 errors, 12 strikeouts 
and left 6 on base. Winning 


pitcher was Ronald Plaate, 
who pitched 6 and a third in¬ 
nings, gave up 6 runs and 9 
hits, and struck out 2. Best 
batters were Hector 
G ressman (3-5) and M ichael 
Hyman (2-4). 

"M y curve ball wasn't work¬ 
ing tonightso I used afast ball 
instead," said Plaate compar¬ 
ing to his pitching to the day 
before. "I think we deserveto 
win because we've been prac¬ 
tising hard everyday." 

Tigers appeared resigned to 
their fate after losing two 
gamesinarow.M anagerTony 
G ibs summed up the mood. 

"Our backs are against the 
wall. We've got no more spirit 
to raise," said Gibs ruefully. 
"But seriously we've been on 
a losing streak. We've got 
problems and we are not the 
same Tigers as before. Fun¬ 
nily enough tonight was the 
best game we have played out 
of the last ten games. We 
fouled up in one inning and 
they took advantage. They 
have to beat us in one more 
game but we are not giving 
up." 

Tigers had 7 runs, 10 hits, 3 
errors, 5 strikeouts and left 13 
on base. Losing pitcher was 
Simon Pantophlet. Best bat¬ 
ters wereM iguel E usebius(2- 
4), Camile Gibs (1-2) and 
Louis Scatliffe (3-5). 

The format for the finals is a 
best of 7 series. T he winner of 
the series is the champion. 
Tonight Dodgers take a 1-0 
series lead into Game 2 
against the Dominicanos. 


Showtime call Stunners 
bluff in close matchup 


PH ILiPSBU RG —It was 
only a matter of time before 
Showtime and Stunners 
would meet in this competi¬ 
tion, and Stunners were 
made to eat their words on 
Sunday night in no uncer¬ 
tain termsfor inflammatory 
remarks made against 
S h o wti m e i n a n i n ter vi ew at 
the start of the competition. 

In a very close game 
marked by good defense, 
Showtime, as J ermaine 
Buchanan predicted just 
before the weekend, I et thei r 
skills do the talking to beat 
Stunnersinto submission 67- 
65despitehavingKevinJohn 
Charles and William Barry 
both in foul trouble. 

Close though thegame was, 
everything hinged on smart 
play in the final minutes. 
Earlier in the first half Stun¬ 


ners appeared to have an 
edge over Showti me atti mes 
I eadi ng by sixto seven poi nts 
until events changed in the 
second half. Stunners' 
M iguel Flemingshotathree 
pointer in thefinal seconds, 
but Showtime's Buchanan 
replied digging deep to pull 
off another keythree pointer 
and from thereon handed 
the game to Showtime with 
some brilliant plays. 

J ermaine Buchanan was 
top scorer for Showti me with 
25points,10reboundsand3 
steals, while Franklyn M or¬ 
gan had 10 points and 2 re¬ 
bounds. Stunners'top scorer 
was Clement Richardson 
with 21 points and 4 steals, 
followed by Earl Duzong 
with6pointsand4rebounds. 
Showti me wi 11 face another 
test on Friday when they 


meet T rotters Sr, who some 
say are the best team in the 
league right now. I n the ear¬ 
lier A division game, Trot¬ 
ters Sr beat the DQ Thun- 
dersSr 81-62. Top scorer for 
Trotters was Marlon 
Rombley with 18 points, 5 
reboundsand4steals.Alvin 
Agdomar contributed 18 
points, 7 rebounds and 5 
steals, and A leSimmonshad 
13 points and 3 steals. 

R icky van Putten was top 
scorer for Thunders, rack¬ 
ing up 18 points and 7 re¬ 
bounds. Vidal Paul had 11 
pointsand 10 rebounds, and 
Darius George 9 points and 
7 rebounds. 

T rotters J r lost their game 
by default against Thunders 
J r for not showing up on 
time for their B division 
game on Sunday. 



M innesota Vikings running back Leroy Hoard is brought down by Dallas Cowboys safety 
Izell Reese (43) and teammate Dexter Coakley (under Hoard) after a nine-yard gain in the 
first quarter in M inneapolis, last night. 


Vikings explode in second 
half as Cowboys lose stars 

M INNEAPOLIS—FirstDal- oftheirabsenceM ondaynight them with M ichael Irvin, the 
las lost Emmitt Smith with a by scoring 27 straight points third of Dallas' offensivetrip- 
broken hand, then Troy to rally past the Cowboys 27- lets, sitting out his fourth 
Aikman with a concussion. 17. With due credit to the straight game because of a 
Game over, as the M inne- Vikings, this was all about neck injury, 
sota Vikings took advantage Dallas' stars—or the lack of Dallas dominated the first 


NFL-Standings 


Tabulate under won, lost, tied, 
points for, points against: 


MIAMI 

INDIANAPOLIS 
NEW ENGLAND 
BUFFALO 
NY JETS 


JACKSONVILLE 

TENNESSEE 

PITTSBURGH 

BALTIMORE 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 


SEATTLE 
KANSAS CITY 
OAKLAND 
SAN DIEGO 
DENVER 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

7 1 0 189 143 

6 2 0 223 162 

6 2 0 191 150 

6 3 0 181 146 

2 6 0 126 150 

CENTRAL DIVISION 
W L T PF PA 

7 1 0 210 76 

6 2 0 166 157 

5 3 0 157 108 

3 5 0 136 144 

1 8 0 116 278 

1 8 0 83 238 

WESTERN DIVISION 
W L T PF PA 

6 2 0 185 128 

5 3 0 190 119 

4 4 0 157 153 

4 4 0 127 166 

3 6 0 177 185 


WASHINGTON 
NY GIANTS 
DALLAS 
ARIZONA 
PHILADELPHIA 


DETROIT 
MINNESOTA 
GREEN BAY 
TAMPA BAY 
CHICAGO 


ST LOUIS 
CAROLINA 
SAN FRANCISCO 
ATLANTA 
NEW ORLEANS 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

5 3 0 259 222 

5 3 0 138 138 

4 4 0 199 156 

2 6 0 92 168 

2 7 0 114 184 

CENTRAL DIVISION 
W L T PF PA 

6 2 0 182 148 

5 4 0 210 175 

4 4 0 153 165 

4 4 0 122 118 

4 5 0 143 174 

WESTERN DIVISION 
W L T PF PA 

6 2 0 265 118 

3 5 0 186 169 

3 5 0 150 234 

2 7 0 117 216 

1 7 0 123 179 


half as Smith scored twice 
within 18 seconds on runs of 
63 and 24 yards, gaining 140 
yards in just 13 carries in just 
21 minutes as the Cowboys 
ran up a 17-0 lead. But then 
Smith left, the Vikings recov¬ 
ered an errantsnap that led to 
a4-yard touchdown passfrom 
J eff G eorgeto Randy M ossto 
cut it to 17-7 by halftime. 

A nd when A ikman went out 
infavourofj ason Garrett with 
whatwasdescribed as"amild 
concussion," the sixth of his 
11-year career, after the first 
series of the second half, it 
was all M innesota. The Vi¬ 
kings (5-4) won their third 
straight since George re¬ 
placed Randall Cunningham 
as the team's starting qu arter- 
back. 

D alias (4-4) lost for the thi rd 
time in its lastfour starts and 
fell to third in the NFC East, 
a game behind Washington 
and the N ew Y ork G iants. 

Gary Anderson kicked two 
field goalsto start the second- 
half rally, then George com¬ 
pleted another 4-yardTD pass 
for the go-ahead score with 
1:22 gone in thefinal quarter. 
The pass was to Cris Carter, 
who caught it despite a pre¬ 
mature cannon blast to cel¬ 
ebrate the score that went off 
just as the ball left George's 
hand. 

George then clinched itwith 
5:10 left, throwing a 47-yard 
TD passtoM oss, histhirdTD 
pass of the night. 



















M I LAN— J ust four days af- 
terAC M ilan crashed out of 
the Champions League 
there is talk of crisis at their 
city rivals Inter M ilan. 

Inter fell to a 3-0 defeat to 
Bologna in Serie A on Sun¬ 
day, the latest in a series of 
poor results. A mongthetitle 
favourites pre-season, I nter 
have now failed to win since 
October 2 and are placed 
sixth, seven points adrift of 
league leaders Lazio. 

After M ilan'sexitfrom Eu¬ 
ropean competition, I nter's 
Ronaldo tried to rubsaltinto 
their wounds saying, "I am 
happy, because Milan are 
out," butthe gloating didn't 
last long. On Sunday, the 
Brazilian was looking far 
from content as he trudged 
off the field after another 
miserablepersonal and team 
performance. 

"Bologna taught us a good 
lesson," said Inter coach 
Marcello Lippi, "They area 
united and compact team 
and they help each other on 
the field.” 

Former J uventus boss 
Lippi took over in the sum¬ 
mer and invested heavily in 
an extensive rebuilding of 
thesquad. E xperienced play¬ 
ers such as Y ugoslav 
midfielderV ladimirj ugovic 
and French international 
defender Laurent Blanc 
were among those bought 
and Inter broke the world 


and draw 1-1 with Lazio. 

"W e have a great club and 
great players—but I still 
haven't given the side the 
right kind of spirit," admit¬ 
ted Lippi after Sunday's set¬ 
back. 

I nconsistencyappearsto be 
another problem, "With 
these ups and downs we 
won't win the title," warned 
Lippi. 

But after last season's 


chaos, when Inter had four 
coachesand a seriesof dam¬ 
aging public rows, Lippi is 
promising that the current 
rough patch will be handled 
with his characteristic firm¬ 
ness. "We have all to take 
responsibility and sit down 
together and deal with thi ngs 
without drama and with 
calmness. I think we have 
time to sort things out and 
sort them out well." 


Inter M ilan’s Brazilian striker Ronaldo leaves the field at 
the end of Bologna versus Inter Milan Serie A soccer 
match in Bologna on Sunday. 


LOS ANGELES-The Los 
Angeles Dodgers acquired 
emerging star Shawn Green 
from the Toronto B lue J ays 
on M onday in exchange for 
former National League 
Rookie of the Year Raul 
M ondesi and left-handed re¬ 
liever Pedro Bourbon. 

G reen, who is from South¬ 
ern California, would have 
been eligible for free agency 
after next season but has 
agreed to a long-term deal 
with the Dodgers. According 
to E SPN and other broadcast 
reports, Green signed a six- 
year, $84million contract with 
the D odgers. L osA ngelesalso 
will receive mi nor league sec¬ 
ond baseman J orge N unez. 

"I'm excited to get a chance 
to play at home in LosAnge- 
les," G reen said atanewscon- 
ference. "It's a dream come 
true for me." 

Green, who will have the 
means to celebrate his 27th 
birthday in style this week, 
wasnamed to hisfirstA 11-Star 
team this past season and set 
career highs in homers (42) 
and RBI (123) while hitting 


Knicks hand Bucks 
their first loss 


.309. 

Toronto general manager 
Gord Ash said Green ex¬ 
pressed a desire to play closer 
to home after rejecting a five- 
year, $48 million contract ex¬ 
tension. "Shawn made itclear 
that his intention was not to 
sign a long-term contract in 
Toronto and his preference 
was to play in a U .S. market, 
specif i cal ly L osA ngel es," A sh 
said. "Shawn advised the club 
that hisdecision was based on 
his desire to settle down and 
return home." 

Added Ash: "Raul M ondesi 
is an exciting and 
multitalented player whose 
contract status is not an issue. 
Hewill be an impact player in 
the American League." 

The Blue J ays agreed to ex¬ 
ercise two option years on 
M ondesi'scontract,givingthe 
disgruntled outfielder who 
wore out his welcome in Los 
Angeles, $44.5 million over 
the next four seasons. 


NEW YORK-Onceagain, 
L atrell Sprewell and M arcus 
Camby showed the Knicks 
why E rnieG runfeld brought 
them to New York. 

Sprewell hit a tying 3- 
pointerwith 7.9 seconds left 
in regulation and Camby had 
23 points and 13 rebounds 
M onday night in a 111-101 
overtime victory over 
Grunfeld's new team, the 
M ilwaukee Bucks. 

"H e's responsible for 
M arcusand I beinghereand 
for us playing so well right 
now," said Sprewell, who 
scored 11 of his 21 points in 
a five-minute span of the 
fourth quarter and overtime. 
"It'sall becauseof him. So it 
was good to do it with him 
here." 

G runfeld, who traded for 
Camby and Sprewell when 
he was N ew Y ork's general 
manager, was fired in April 
after spending 18 years in 
the Knicks organization. 
G runfeld and coachj effV an 
G undy had a power struggle 
last season over the coach's 
use of Camby, who was ac¬ 
quired for Charles Oakley, 
one of Van Gundy's 
favourite players. 

"It's been way overdone," 
Van G undy said of the talk 
about a feud between the 
two. "We were together for 
10 years and had a lot of 
success in those years." 

Grunfeld was also diplo¬ 
matic about his relationship 
with Van Gundy and M SG 
president Dave Checketts, 
who fired him. "I had some 
great yearsin New Y ork,and 


I am very proud of what I 
accomplished there and the 
friends I made," G runfeld 
said. 

The Knicks, who were 21- 
21 at the time of Grunfeld's 
firing, went on to the NBA 
F i n al s, wh ere they I ost i n f i ve 
gamestotheSpurs. Sprewell 
and Camby, who helped key 
the playoff run that saved 
Van Gundy's job, were in¬ 
strumental in New York's 
comeback from a 10-point 
deficit in thefourth quarter. 
Camby, whoturnedhisankle 
midway through the quar¬ 
ter, had eight points in the 
fourth and wasaforceon the 
defensiveend,blockingshots 
and soaring for rebounds. 

"He's much more aggres¬ 
sive than last year," New 
York's Chris Childs said. 
"Last year when he missed a 
shot he would get down on 
himself.Nowhesprintsback 
andtriestomakeupforiton 
the defensive end." 

Sprewell took over down 
the stretch, scoring the final 
five points to send the game 
to overtime. 

Allan Houston led the 
Knicks with 30 points and 
Kurt Thomas added 13 and 

II rebounds in place of the 
injured Larry J ohnson. 
Glenn Robinson scored 23 
to lead the B ucks, who were 
the last team in the E astern 
Conference to lose a game. 


Magic - Rockets 102-97 
Hawks - Nuggets 100-115 
Clippers - Jazz 79-94 
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Jays send 
Shawn Green 
to Dodgers 
for Mondesi 


Reds hurler Williamson 
named Rookie of Year 


transfer record to sign Italy 
striker Christian V ieri from 
Lazio for $49.5 million. 

There were concerns that 
with so many new faces it 
would take I nter time to gel 
as a side. B ut they began the 
seasonwell withanemphatic 
3-0 home win over Verona 
on the opening day as V ieri 
delivered a debut hat-trick 
and then an outstanding 
show in the 5-1 demolition 
of Parma. 

The start fuel led optimism 
that after a decade without a 
domestic honour, thiscould 
be Inter's year. Even AC 
M ilan president Silvio 
Berlusconi joined in the 
praise of Inter noting that 
with no distractions in Eu¬ 
rope, Lippi's side would be 
favourites for the league 
title. 

But with nine games gone 
it appears Lippi has yet to 
instill the kind of discipline 
and organisation that were 
the hallmarks of his great 
J uventus side of the mid¬ 
nineties. After a shock 1-0 
defeat to Venezia, Inter 
failed to win either of their 
two biggest tests of the sea¬ 
son— home games with A C 
M ilan and Lazio. I nter con¬ 
ceded vital goals in the final 
minute to lose 2-1 to M ilan 


NEW YORK-Scott Will¬ 
iams, who won 12gamesand 
saved 19 for the Cincinnati 
R edsthisseason, wasnamed 
on M onday as the J ackie 
Robinson National League 
Rookie of theY ear. 

Williamson, who came to 
spring training asa non-ros¬ 
ter invitee, became the first 
Cincinnati playerinllyears 
to win the award, collecting 
118 points in the balloting 
conducted by the Baseball 
Writers Association of 
America. The 23-year-old 
Williamson collected 17 
first-place votes, nine for 
second and six for third to 
finish ahead of outfielder 
Preston Wilson of the 
Florida Marlins, who had 
ninefirst-place votes and 88 
points. 

Williamson, theonly player 
named on all 32 ballots, be- 
cametheseventh R ed to wi n 
the award and the first since 
Chris Sabo in 1988. Other 
Cincinnati winners were 
Frank Robinson (1956), 


Pete Rose (1963), Tommy 
Helms (1966), Johnny 
Bench (1968) and Pat 
Zachry (1976). 

"It's nice to just be men¬ 
tioned with the I ikes of guys 
like that," said Williamson. 
"This is really a shock." 

Pittsburgh Pirates second 
baseman W arren M orriswas 
third with 69 points and re¬ 
ceived the other six first- 
place votes. 

W i 11 iamson was 12-7 with a 
2.41 ERA for the Reds, who 
won 96 games butlostaone- 
game playoff for the wild 
card to the NewY orkMets. 
H e i s the fi rst rel i ever to wi n 
the award since Todd 
Worrell ofSt. Louisin 1986. 

Williamson was more ef¬ 
fective early in the season, 
posting a 1.66 ERA before 
the A 11-Star break. H e was 
bothered by shoulder 
tendinitislateintheyearand 
had a 6.55 ERA in his last 
eight appearances. H e still 
finished with 107 strikeouts 
in 93 1/3 innings. 


Now it’s Inter’s turn to 


be Milan’s “crisis” club 
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Crew work aboard Young America after the yacht broke just behind the mast during the 


race with Nippon Challenge of J apan on day three of Round Robin Two in the Louis Vuitton 


Cup today. 


Young America cracks down 
the middle, nearly sinks 


AUCKLAND-The New 
York Yacht Club's 
America's Cup challenger, 
Y oung America, cracked 
and nearlysankduringcom- 
petition intheL ouisV uitton 
Cup on Tuesday. 

The 80-foot boat, in sec¬ 
ond place in the competi¬ 
tion going into Tuesday's 
racing, bent in the middle 
with the bow and stern fold¬ 
ing upwards as it cracked 
from side to side while rac- 
ing in New Zealand's 
H auraki G ulf. 

The crew initially aban¬ 
doned the stricken yacht, 
jumping into the water, and 
were picked up by their sup¬ 
port boat. But they re¬ 
boarded and started remov¬ 
ing sails and other equip¬ 
ment when it became evi¬ 
dent the yacht wasn’t going 
to sink immediately. 

The boat was leading in its 


raceagainstj apan'sN ippon 
Challenge, and was ap¬ 
proaching the final mark of 
the course when the failure 
occurred. The crew imme¬ 
diately put out a "mayday" 
distress call. 

Nippon Challenge skipper 
Peter Gilmour said, "they 
were just tacking, but 
couldn't find a flat patch, so 
their bow flew off a few 
waves, and crashed down 
again. Our guys said there 
was something wrong, then 
they said the forestay (rig¬ 
ging) had gone slack, and it 
became obvious they had 
real problems." 

Gilmour has said the race 
committee is protecting 
Young America and other 
I ightweight boats by cancel- 
ling racing in windsthatare 
at the upper limit of condi¬ 
tions permitted under the 
rules. The skipper Ed Baird 


and hiscrewweresecond on 
the I eaderboard i n the L ou is 
Vuitton Cup, having only 
lostonerace,toltaly'sPrada 
team. 

The team support boat 
took the crippled yacht in 
tow, and other rescue boats 
quickly gathered around, 
and pumps were put on 
board to help keep it afloat. 
The scene was reminiscent 
of the 1995 sinking of 
0 neA ustraliaoff San D iego 
in the last Louis Vuitton 
Cup. The Australian boat 
disappeared beneath the 
wavesinlessthan three min¬ 
utes. 

E leven teams from seven 
nations are contesting the 
Louis Vuitton Cup, which 
selects a challenger to sail 
against New Zeal and for the 
America's Cup in February 
next year. 


Philadelphia clinch 
first win of season 


PH ILADELPH IA —Once the 
smoke cleared and the dusty de¬ 
bris from a fire-belching pre¬ 
game show was swept away, the 
Philadelphia 76ers finally got 
something to work right: Their 
new lineup. 

Allen Iverson scored 37 points 
and Larry Hughes added 27 
Monday night as the Philadel¬ 
phia 76ers won for the first time 
this season, 117-98 over the Se¬ 
attle SuperSonics. 

Iverson and H ughes, who call 
themselves the "Flight Broth¬ 
ers," started togetherforthefirst 
time this season in a skakeup 
that sent point guard E ric Snow 
to the bench. "Obviously, it 
worked," said I verson, who led a 
39-19 scoring outburst in the 


fourth quarter with 17 points. 

T hat was about all that worked 
for the Sixers in their home 
opener. A giant video screen 
malfunctioned, cutting short a 
tribute to the late Wilt Cham¬ 
berlain. The shot clock, game 
clock and scoreboard malfunc¬ 
tioned repeatedly. 

The most embarrassing mo¬ 
ment came when the game was 
delayed twice for nearly 30 min¬ 
utes because a gaudy fireworks 
and blowtorch showleftthecourt 
shrouded in smokeand thefloor 
covered with dust. Players re¬ 
treated to their benches while 
courtside attendants swabbed 
the decks with brooms and tow¬ 
els. 

"Those fireworks things are 



silly,anyway," Sonicscoach Paul 
Westphal said. "Save it for the 
Fourth of July." 

The Sixers, who started the sea¬ 
son 0-3, ended a 12-game losing 
streak against Seattle with their 
first victoryovertheSonics since 
1992. The Sonics lost for the 
first time this season after start¬ 
ing 3-0. 

G ary Payton had 28 points and 
hitfour 3-pointersfortheSonics, 
who started 6-0 last season. 
R uben Patterson scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 22 points, but only 
three in the second half. "We 
didn't have no bright spots," 
Payton said. "We lost." 

H ughes had a career high in 
points in his second career start 
and nearly got into a shoving 
match with Payton late in the 
fourth. Hughes thought he'd 
beenfouled by Payton, who took 
exception. Both were given 
technicals as the players con¬ 
verged with George Lynch and 
Vernon M axwell in the middle 
of the near-melee. 

"I don't worry about alterca¬ 
tions," said Payton, who was 
more concerned about not get¬ 
ting enough shots in the fourth 
quarter. 

"D id you see me get the ball?" 
asked Payton, 0-for-4 in the 
fourth. "I didn't get the ball in 
the fourth quarter. Y ou do the 
math.’’ 













